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Go XLVI. 4 poetical fragment, con- 
taining ſoliloquies of a highwayman; Con- 
teſt betwixt . and gonſcience. Infide· 
lity of a friend. e joys of faſhion; Im- 
pudence of uh View ' of a fick family. | 
Stop traveller. "Tie e 8 Zpology - for 
che firſt offence, His £1. Medita- 
tions on his booty. Alarins of gullt. 1 Strug- 
gles of à delicate heart, The means of 
ſuſtaining life ſhould be höneſt. tee 


Char. XLVIII. to page In which the 
editor ſpeaks, both by Fog and chapter, a 
reaſoning with his feader as à friend. Page 
10, where the kiftory is Eontinued; and: 
taken up, ſo as to give a glimpſe of poor 
Benignus, at the cloſe. of his mis fortune; 
: On enn, 
W A 3 nompy, 


A * 
1 * 2 


nomy, having driven him to the foreſt. 
Page 13, the hiſtory is ſuſpended, and the 


remainder of the- volufde Sling med by | 


Seals, as in the beginning of volume 1 
tHirſt. 


eng I. Tbe editor continues his Libe- 
ral Opinions, and addreſſes his N 

A note of advice to the reader "hs © 

Srcr. H. Ode to a cooling?” 7 


Ster. III. A picture of poetical e in 
*- Juxurians proſe ;, 5 where the editor takes the 


| 

4 | 

| %* - © 0" TEN. This 
== . 


* | liberty of fourtthing, | A Kb be. 


commended to young writers, * * * 
en IV. Fropoſals for 5 the 
ZH matter contained i IN. the laſt ſection, into a 


Fs Mare ee, Wade * e half 
Ix VI Pathetic paſſages of;atrueftory- 
en andhuſband.. Fidelity 
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former parts of the work. Nroſpect of fu- 
turity, the beſt remedy for ſorrows) not oc- 
- cahone&by intentional guilt,” ies se 
Sscr. VIII. Proofs of this matter. Exa- 
mination of the propriety of Mr. Addiſon's 
expreſſion, when be called the labyrinths of 
hie, “regular. confuſion.. The apparent 
and the actual ſtate of. things conſjidered. * 
Szcr. IX. A moral and ſentimental excur- 
ſion. The reader is requeſted to enter the 
cottage of calamity. An exact inventory, 


or ſchedule of its furnĩture. Se 


194112 


Srer. X. Franſition to a gay part of Lon⸗ 
don. Breathing room for the reader. Re- 


marks on a great man's knacker, and fold- 
ing - doors. Cautions againſt his lordſhip's : 
Cerberus, by whom thoſe doors are guarded. 
Advice to ſhabby- gentlemen. The arts of 
opening and\ſhutting,— admitting, and re- 
jecting. With the ſeience of delivering or 
refuſing a meſſage. The palace of plenty. 
stet. XI. | The perils of a promiſſory note, 


|; and the affairs of debtor and creditor; or, 
ö * * » buying 


0 
5 en and: ing he human baer 


- fidered../: Fits; FASTER 
Szcr. XI. 1 1,4 x neareſt 
way to Newgate., | 
str. XIII. Stricture on the lows of Eng- 

land. The inſide of a priſon. 


; 


| Ser. XIV. Sufferings of the aint _ 


SrcT. XV. Recapitulations. Fo 


Sxcr. XVI. Concluding pages of the Opis 
nions. "The bleffings of faith and religion. 


Al comes EW at 94d Ruggedneſſes are 
ed. e 


SECT. XVI. A pln written n ſolely to 
8 introduce 7 


a 


| SEC i XVII. The G of the 
add betwixt reaſon and inſtinct... 


1 conettures on the animal 
th exiſtence” after the preſent life, argued from 


che benevolence of God, and the fuſing, 


bs of the animal, '&c; &. 

Cray. XLIX. The ſentiments of a 8 
ton, at a firſt ſight of London. —Perverle- 
1 eee of 

Rf of a lady. 
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act. 


CONTENTS 


2 lady. Bens arrives at the houſe''of 
Mrs. „ e his relation. 
Gar L. A boy's embarraſſment amongſt 


people of faſhion, with many other matters. 

A compariſon between a N 
London and 4 Morning in the coun 

Benignus diſcovers in himſelf 4 Kir 


deſcription ee 137019 *. 


Crap. II. Tue here gerches 2 ſcheme of 


ue. A rhapſpdy on! the magic” of mag 


* nation. Recapltulates paſt adventures, he 
is amazed, mortified;” ahd moralizes—Re- 
ſolyes to be prudent, pay gives an inſtance 
of it. 5 "6 Aa e ens. 
CHap. III. Cote reiki Gslogue, 
a female wit, and other ciirious/particutirs. 

—Benignus walks out to criticiſe ine city, 


und is attended by Mr. Jonathan 22 


as 


- the ſteward, and- Mr. ain Ab; 
— The hero's remarks. on the vcore 


A mel morning., «lt rf * rene 
CAP. LIII. Tramſactions with a jew, 
with Yo mixfortgne p& Abmpbars.! . x 
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euren 
"Araragem to recover bis Progeney. ery 


ry curious converſations at a bookſeller” 5, with 
a dilplay of literary characters 1 


24802 
— 4 


agr. LV. A. diſcourſe betten. ler. Jo- 
chan Abrahams, the N ward, and u filyer- 
e, Mr. Abrahams. e . his 
charity is equal to his religion. 


. Cass. LVI. Benignus detects the pollen f 
Alita dreadful, misfortune befals,; the 
object of it. Benignus is . 
and feels, for the e * rep 
ol conſcience. 916 1609; oO] Ai. 
e LVII. Se . an epiſode, but 
regited in flow! lapguage, and which ſomę 
+ Feaders will. probably think Fe and 
ivelegant. ig nt ie e 
Gase. EVI: The epiſode continued, 
IM nn e abt . 
Char. LIX. In which the epiſode goes 
on, in the ſame low ſtyle... 343k A 46.) 
Cuar. LX. The epiſode ended. 
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CONTENTS 


Gnas: IXI. C Alen mat- 
ter A childiſh anecdote, with a grave mo- 
ral.—Benignus ſpeaks like an author. 


| Cn. LXII. The remarks of e., 


upon the commerce of viſitings. 


CnAr. LXIII. Wherein the ſteward makes 


a very great appearance. He is put into a 
pair of ſcales. 


HA. LXIV. The ſteward's character is 


problematical.— Benignus commits a very 
Fooliſh action, for which ſome will think the 
better of him. 

Crap. LXV. In which ſeveral matters are 


reconciled to probability, with a word, by 
the bye, to readers in behalf of authors. 


CHAr. LXVI. Full of tenderneſs, or weak- 


neſs, or whatever the taſte and temper. of 
the reader pleaſes to call it. The art of 
authotſhip practiſed by Benignus. | 


Chr. LXVII. Containing a character of 


conſequence ; and the concluding pages of 
the ſecond volume. 
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Nor quite diftraRt thy mother, —hapleſs babes! 

What thall #do?—which ever way Tturn, 

Scenes of inceſſant horror ſtrike my eye: 

| Bare, harren walls gloom formidably round, 

And not a ray of hope is left to chear; 

Sorrowing and ſick, the partner of my fate 

Lies on her bed of ſtraw—beſide her, ſad 

My children dear, ling to her breaſt, and weep ; 

Or preſt by hunger, hunt each nook for food, 
And, quite exhauſted, climb theſe knees —in 


* 


Ah looks too eloquent !—too plainly marked, 

Ye aſk for bread I have no bread to give. 

The wants of nature, frugal as ſhe is, 

The little calls and comforts which ſupport 

From day to day the feeble life of man, 

No more, alas! thy father, can ſupply !— 

Te me, the hand of heaven-born Charity 
Hard, as be ſeaſon, ee neighbour 

Buly'd or pleas'd, Sertook » Panzers woe; 

Scarce knows the tenant of th adjoining houſe, 

What chin partitions Meld him from 4 room 

Vie en _ fixed her Tread abode. | 


— 


LIBERAL OPINIONS; . 


Oh fatal force of ill-timed delicacy, .. 
Which bade we ſtill conceal the wane chloe, 
While yet the decent drefs remain d in ſtore, 


To viſit my Eugenius like myſelf ; . 

Now ſhame, confuſion, memory unte 8 . 

To drive me from his door, _ : -,, gl T 
—Ab cruel man! 7 net 


Too barbarous Eugenius—this from thee ? Ar 
Have I not ſereen d thee from a parent's wrath, 
Shax'd in thy tranſports, in thy ſorrows ſhar'd? - 
Were not our friendſhips in the cradle ſorm d, 
Gain' d they ner e ag firmocls as we 
ef! green, 91 002 
And doſt thou ſhift with 3 eri gale! 
Doſt thou ſurvey me with the critic's eye 47] 
And ſhun thy Fiend, am . 50 
truth, 
Oh ſtain, to human ſenkbility y,, | 
Becauſe his tatter d garments, to te win 
And every pallenger, more deep betray, 
TH' extremity ſevere—then, fare thee well! 
Quick let me ſcek my homely ſhed again, 
Fly from the wretch, who triumphs o' er my 
rags, 1298 
On my Laviſa 's-daithſul. boſom fall, 


B o uod "fig 
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Hug to my feart tny famiſh'd fondlings round; 
Together THffer—ant togerher! dit. A/ 
e. LE What pfles of Wealth, Jov li 
What loads of riches glitter thirduꝑh eachrſtreet? 
How thick che toys of faſhion efbã * 
The lap of luxury cam hold no more; 
F W ſo rapid; kel me parti flow” r, 
That ey pünoft nekens with eres 
And Hauſeates the banquet meant to charm! 
Vet, What'4#e all theſe golden ſeenes to me/ | 
Thefe endid modiſh ſuperfluities'y 100 9 97 
What ane theſe bright temptations to the bor? 
Sooner, alas, will Pride new gild her*ebith, 
Than bid the warming faggot Blaze atbunds /: 
The hearth*where chill Neceſſity reſides— 
But muſt Louifa,' then our tender babes. 
Muſt they untimely ſink into the 1 0 3 
Muſt all be victims to à fate ſoiſore? 
The world will nothing give but barren FUL 
> What then remains—There ſtands 1 wretch- 
: ed hut 17. A "+ 
I dare not des Head 'n befriend them all! 
What then remains The 8 ſteals on a- 
Pace; | 
Thy 0K moon labours through the mixing 
Clouds: . 


13 
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Ves-—that were well--O dire neceſſity ! — 
It muſt be nen do what thou tot 
aint with fear, 
Wim terror and fatigue This foreſt gloom, 
Made elbomier by the deep'nirigſhades ofnight, 

Suits well the ſad diſorders of my ſoul :s 
The paſſing owl ſhrieks horrible her wall, 

And conſcience broods o'er her prophetic note 5 
Light ſprings the hare upon the wither'd leaf, 

Statts at the found, as at a giant's tread-— 

Ah me hear the horſe along the road— 

Forgive me, Providence forgive me, Man / 
I tremble thro? the heart the clatt' ring hoof 

Re<echoes thro” the wood—the moon appears, 

And ligen ate 99 Preys, 3 Dee 
J 70 Ua * Stop, wender 1.1 Loth If 

 Behold'a being ; vork like thee to live, rt 

And yet endow'd with fortitude to die, 

Were His alone the pang of poverty; 

But a dear wife, now ſtarving far from hence, 
Seven hapleſs hungry children at her ſide, 
{A frowning world, and an ungrateful friend; 

Urge him to actions which his heart abhors: 
Aſſiſt us —Haue us pity my W — N 
B 3 OC'erlook 


2 
un 


6 .LIBERAL OPINIONS. 


 C*erlook my fault, and view me as man. 
A\ fellow<mortal ſues to thee for bread, 
Invites thy charity—invites thy heart : 
Perhaps thou art an huſband; and a father; 
Think if thy babes, like mine, dejected lay 
And held their little hands to thee for food, | 
What wouldſt thou 5 . 
like me, | 
Driven to diſtreſs like mine oh then befriers, 
Make our fad cauſe your own—I afk no more; 
Nor will I force what bounty cannot ſpare; 
Let me not take aſſaſſin- like the boon -_ 
Which, humbly bending at thy fot, I beg. 
nn this 87% UF 
— dd ſpeed dee on thy way, 
"May olenty e ever fit within thy houſe! 
If thou haſt children, angels guard their ſteps ! 
Health ſcatter roſes round each little cheek, 
And Heav'n at laſt reward thy ſoul with bliſs! 
He's gone —and left his . within wy 
i og: 2:15: 
141 much- deſir d, thou * fought i in 8 
Sought while the texts I in wy 
” eye, 
Sought, but not nl longs, 1 hold thee 
_-_ 
Swift 


LIBERAL ,OPINIONS. 7 
Swift let me fly upon the wings ol love, 
And bear the bleſling to my fainting babes, | 
Then, gently take Louiſa in my arms, FAIL 
And whiſper to the mourner, happier tidings. 
Won ark! What noiſe, was that ? 
Tas the dull bittern, booming o'er my head; 
The raven follows her the duſky Af 
Thickens each form upon the cheated ſight: 
Ha! ſomething ſhot acroſs. the way, merhinks! | 
Tis but the ſhadow of this ftripling, tree, 
That throws its baby-arms. as blows the gale. 
Each object terrifies Guilt” $ anxious n 
g "The robber, trembles at— a 
What have 1 
Robber ( — well may I ſtart—0 beau 'n] a 
What have 7 8 5 Fon Mee. 
— then Louiſa live on ſpoil? 
Shall my poor children eat the bread of theft & 
"And have I, at the peageful hour of night, 
Like ſome malignant thing, that  prowls the 
wood, 
Have I—a very fab ght! relief 
By means like theſe ? And yet the ey. 
Gave what Taſk'd, as if in charity: 
>> Ns compationaely kink, 
B 4 Gave 


is 1. BERKAL OPINIONB. 

Gave from an Impulse it could not reſiſt- 

Perhaps twas fear—teſt a mi ght on 

Alas, © bite Hb Ams nb bibbd! Plought!' 
"HOW bas dhe that er cafe HE rhiBit ertefde 

Tut Hoe vittith poke notin my air; 

Tcöbihe dd C010,” ry Band wi ould with 

x * Wb 134 wolte nest dT 
, My (Eneck wer hard, my feeble ateents Faith 
The father = ftquit 196.29 a bedr d bly 


991 BH; 1705 110 1 65 91; zud 21 
K cr reve g (Hum 170 Ger 1 
y 2 RAKEs che that cog fe e © on,my he 
The deeg, "was foul !—fo Ret" me W a- 
5 alter e 
Agaik! e Sn br bfeat + 4pon the eye, 
— Guilt bears m to the ground—I —I faint—1 
515 36} "aft $1119. 1 not Nc 
The meals of food aud fin v u means, 
Elfe Gele it well to ; Parte Tn 2 Lg 


90 S © AG 1 . — 75 4 a1 124 EW 1818 251 3241. 1 
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At this place, madam, we muſt ſt 
Hafen Beniguus cached Landond he 
a 44 met 


%Y * 4 * 


LIBERAL OPINTONS. 
met with a great variety of adventures, 
all of which werel ſtrongly calculated 
to fix the aſſertions and hypotheſis in 
the ath and 13th chapters, beyond 
any ſort of doubt - thoſe adventures, 
are of the moſt intereſting nature 
ſome of them are pathetic -l are full 
of that agonizing knowledge, which is 
uſually purchaſed at the price of a Arten 
hear. The manuſeript in my poſſeſſion 
is: not large, but it is in ſo ſmall and 
cloſe -a character, that it would yet 
furniſh aut at leaſt ſix window- ſeat, 
faſhionable volumes As I have already 
got beyond the limits of æ letter, (unleſs 
it: had beer written: upon one of thoſe 
leaves, hic travellers aſſure us, will 
cover an acre of ground) ii muſt reſerve 
the remainder. of his Legend, till ano» 
ther opportunity at preſent I can only 
{pare my unfortunate hermit a few more 
pages, for: an extract or twWo En the 
record. 


B 5 THE 
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Continued from the 68g Chapter. | 

Bs was now in ah en of my 
age, - as emaciated — unhappy deſo- 
Jate a creature as ever reluctantiy crawled 
on the boſom of the earth, - the greateſt 
mainder was in bad hands my repu- 
tation was ruined—my wife was dead 
ſtroyed. The friend, - whom I moſt 
loved, and moſt truſted, deceived me; 
and yet it was the conſtant aim and 
center of all my views to derive bap- 
pines from goodneſs. One ſolitary 201. 
bank note, which was paid me in full 
ſor a debt of $ool. was all I have left— 
ties, had driven me to the point of 
| L death 


EEEEALOTWoRS. tn 
death ſociety became dreadful. to me, 
and: indeed my conſumptiòn had taken 
ſuch hold of me, that 7 became dread- 
ful to ſociety... I bought a.forry-mule;—. 
twelve facks. of common biſeuit apt 
vp my exhauſted limbs in a harſcman's. 
coat eſt che deteſted town, and took. 
the road to-this ſoraſt. M HUD Der: 

The ideas. of a deſpairing: mind are 


generally wild aud violent. Mine were 
the direct. contrary -I was not deſperate, 


but: I was dying and 1 was unwilling 
to lay my; bones, where my hodyy and: 
mind had been equally: ligerated at 
che edge of the wood I. ſtopt· N eHery 
part was, almoſt inacceſſible; and ap- 
peared the more ſo, as the moan-beam. 
thre w a. ſhade deeper on it—l. knew- 
—— ems” . 
Here, madam, we muſt n 
ieee ee: 
it from, 4; /, 1H 64151 ans; ri fi wig 
BG — CHAP: 
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om ci lftbsstb aD MDiινοE. -h 
1 — HAR Las 
bas eine! he T 855. It; 1 blod dic 


D gsſum fro aa — 122 82550 6: 07 161 


2:4 havei n been u inbabitarit Of The 
foreſdꝰ only ie ,k -I nve gorla 


Few: birds my od doe, ſo frequently 
mentioned in the ſatter part of m iſe 


Torylun ext that ſtrollech one day into 


m curkſze, nelliok isa nethung better 
chan à col lectiom df ſticksreloſely com- 
pacted, ſodded ati the op band carpet. 
ted with ſacks ad the bottom. I am at 
the- extremity, IId has ptrmitted me 
io finiſiu m alluemeures, wherety every 
thing ehat happened to me la the tworld; 
or in che weed, is adcounted for 1 
find I lam noolonger able de hold the 
pen farewell then that which aS been 


mit chief amuſum ent furbatell. writing 


evrhehankrof deathiis uh mes Wil 


now hang my label on the 00 . 1 


— — 4 
I eve 


EIBERAL OPIN ANS. 13 


l have been at the point f death 
three, days—1. am too weak ko. riſer 
My ſtore box is empty my. poor hrutes 
are falling famiſhed + around, me- the 
pen (which I laid Hyi che head of; my 
fark) is, held; ſo fainzly, ha I jean 
ſearcely mark the fate off my laſt my 
ments — I make random efforts on the 
paper —and I die —a fatal example 
chat ano ſotrrow n diſappoinment 
no barbarities, ſhould at anꝶ time have 
power to drive a man totally frombis 
ſpecies—the ſilver chord that tied the 
unte, the bodyn is broken I am— 


50 act mot lit 


NR. el LEE * l 29 90 th 
„This hiſtory.) madams together wich 
other, adventutes inte world (with 
vehich at ſome future period dhat world 
may be made atquaiated): have led me 
1&9 ſecl uon ahnoft a6: ined from he 
buſtle and intrigue of life, as the ugg 
i happy 


„ SAE ONO 


kappy author of the Legend. Iintend 
my memotts ſhall ſerve as the counters 
part of his; and both will indifputedly: 
prove and validate; the peculiar truth: 
of theſe ſingular ſentiments, ty), gg 
That; nine! times out of ren, a life- 
— 16 —_ <Finful-and; 
pain. ae nabe ein Ine 
That an- 23 eee aner 
pleaſure and on fbr bf others, is gene- 
eee Dy nn from the 
World. $293 ens 15 YO 
And pry (in a ener fonte) 
tracing the ſact through all claſſes of 
. from the nobleman im iris villa to 
the beggir to his ſhed—goodneſs is not 
often, in this world, rewarded by fuch. 
veturns from our fellow creatures, as eon- 
ſtitute thoſe ſenſations, which are in- 
eluded in our ideas of happineſs. 
The reſule of the whole, madam, will: 
day ines HH 1s gaogiuni has aud 


8 ( Firſt. 
» 7 | ; 
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5 only} Brin nds: 500” 
275 be good, would, to all intents and 
purpoſes, be to be happy, had not marr 
degenerated in the extreme; and had 
not his worldly intereſt prevailed over 
wy Pore and —— _— 
Secondly. © © 

That the world 1s dent © exiſt, 
for the ſame reaſons it was: ſpared in 
years which are far behind, when the 
Omnipotent declared with his own fa- 
ered voice that—if ten, or even five, | 
juſt people could be found; the city 
(over which the almighty arm of ven- 
2 was raiſed Wien eco 
671%] rid 1 "Thirdly: 
That, the perverſion of i money, and 
7 the abuſe of riches, has contributed 
more -to the corruption of human na- 
"_ ine ou — en 


* 


e 7 . 
9 XS ' 
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globe, than any. other thing, fince the 


iavention da emerge wich M. 


err zd bud Fr G eus 
July the poliſhed: and valoptuous parts 
of it) puld be intolerable, t at ruly | 
good mind, and oi all poſlible places of 
torment, the moſt ſevere, (to mem en- 
gaged in ſociety, bot unengaged in its 
Several. aims) weng it not or two rea- 
Ions, high will not only be fully given 
8 in the promiſed . hiſtories: - but may, be 
briefly, ied the eeacluliveg perm of 
Sheſeyolumes 4c ts 5s vide moan) 
But before we. purſue. ſobiecds ol fh 
grave a nature, I ſhall beg your Jadyr 


ſhip's leave to ofter ſome lighter amuſe- 


ment lofear I have. made you gloomy 
let us then inſtantiy return to our 


42 


fancy pieces amongſt theſe, I muſt 


Number. a little picce of. poctry, wrote 
34 after leaving ſchool. 1 ſhall pre- 


lent. 


ISMN s. 5; 


ſent your ladyſhip with this with all the 
marks ag zii about i poor 
Benignus thought much of robbing an 
orchard. His idea might be right, but 
Ithüſt cdriſeb 0 [959 a Sh 
12 855 I had a pretty e ly kt 


| of men a ad Iban, —— nor quith 
"Frbpul lous, as to this partichlar. Be- 
nignus was likewyle; frequently inſulted 
dos; vhs: henevoleticew-now:bcaucided 
infuls, h the only way ro eſespe it, 
either ia fchoolf or in the world. for 
y Ag one ol their 0 vn bort, uiid as 
y did, and d Was 8 tho ughdleks, and 


Of 


75 elle as the elt, or rather—the 


"ork of " them—the, evils of life did not 
ſeize. me, lo oon. ag hey ſeized Benig- 
nus When. yout-ladyſhip, at a futuie 
day, ſhall read my memoirs;*you will 


perceive too many. 17 for an alte= 
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| ration in 1 entiment, ily non 
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Hi. to the harmleſs feats « of ha ppy youth! 
4 To the mooth hours of ku plea- 
3d Aale, ait! 4 022 OMG 
[Halt t6/trabifport=hail 60 truth 
. [When jocund heakbs blew freſh in ev'ry gale, 
And rechleſs paſtime ſpread the frolic fail ! + 
n 


an if Da: fancy paint each garty.icene; 
And | penci fair our boyiſh. days 


1.384 ” $ 113 
Mb — hogs ae bend (he reve 
Our thouland pleaſutes—rhoufand plays 
IF theſe thou haſt forgot—forbear to figh ! 
_ . to mind beſtow thy ſym- 
Ein vagal: cn aro brot la N 
e Re ca the 635 that We * "ry 
1 From gerunds, pronouns, proſody, 
3 +» - Recall the bliſs that throbb'd the heart, 
= | When th ld fummoms made i fly rt, 
'T was. 


| 
j 
N 
| 
| 
ö 
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Twas heav'n and holiday— '+ 
Andevry u. ſoul was in its May! 


1 


oo. "Tis bans we » dealt in trifles 8 
Baut trifles catch more mighty men; 
— baby-toys we choſe, 
Blithe as the ruddy morn we roſe, 
And ſlept at night, with—all a boy's repoſe. 
We knew not man's amuſements wild, 
— ths. iihes.af8 <hild.. 


What tho' (for we F 3 bling of pain, 1 
Even from cradle, ſore we figh, 

And as the hill of life we gain, 

Wy ereus 


What ho fome vexing troubles choſe . 
N the maſter's eye, 
Ide threat'ning tone, ee A 
Beſpoke diſaſter near, 
And pedagogal tyranny: : 
Tho' knotty points of learned lore Uirea, 
e 
| Fg © Yn 4p Tho; 


, = 
: 
«4 


q © as 


py EIER 1001 NTO RNB. 


Tho' the keen ſcourge—of: drendfuül ſize 
Acutely/whipp'd to make us wiſe 
The fle ing an anguiſh never reach'd the heart, 
But We H rieb were tranſieilt as ile ſmart. 


i e wittg it 907m 05 1g i 147 

S800 las the ſenſtlof palm was Oer. 

Siußſpended happineſs retaru d, 
pe paſiing tear was feen ano more. 

The birchen ſceptre Joſt its power, 
Fer mirch reſum d the vacant hour, 
And the . Bay ſtripling laughs at Nhat he 


ark 191 91s 1 61) 'oN 26:17 

LES +00 7 ods. allo mon ray T7 

The ſoldier thus, in heat of wars, 

Sante by the ſudden blow to ground, 

Still cover d o'er with various ars, 

E'er well th anguiſh leaves the wound, 

8608 2 525 285 the raff! ae 
That fs Mis native Ring 

With trfümph he ræcbünts che March rat's 


"lies the deep mark, where many i bare Bone 


lay; 5 En nns dib 95 009 
** ſmiles at all che BI66d-ſhe®6f the'dfy. 
94 Fr b *20t i MYTH 5 to elf ein ON 
40 Eeun' f chou, my friend; recall theſe j joys, 


11 4 Yet ceaſe to > wiſh we {till were boys? 
| Think 
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Think on the deen /gompplatung An 


n It bas = 5g TE 130% Ai: Pens 

. pon (cheme, ſome arch exploit 1 

1} Woe, } 1 BY Pl 9 6 wa . S 
"Us! 


e merry moon- PEE ws we pups, 15 
fie little thefts/at evening's fall; 
The/tfiiant' tables we advent Tous mT 0 
cee eee the ee eee 5 
Where as we reached the ee 1 
On which the fair temptations, grow, | -- 041: 
One * the fruit, —and one receives 


241 Ae 4-411 3 L044: A 
ie uy 67 n 
Nature's full length, is ſtill on childhood's plan, 
Bat brighter colours deck the youth, 
Rapture and health, vivacity and truth, 1 
9 —— — 2215 
And art wants time to paint rent 
id We den 6 r 04. 55k 


21 £2430! ier 
Hr ict ode d eie 2 1 
Tour ladyſhip will now V perhaps pay 


a viſit with me to my animals--poor 
— they have been a long time 
4 - . neglected 


4 
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neglected to this end we mult re- 
turn to my cottage there it is, madam! 


—very properly ſituated for a page of 
deſcription—a fancy-piece of itſelf, — 


There is ſo much poetry to edge che 
borders of proſe. in this little ſubject, 
that for the. ſoul of me I cannot enter 
the doors, without — — . 
nity, ery weed { 


A PICTURE, OF THE PREMISES. | 
tn [ 12 #*.1 fr 
| D ever b ladyſhip behold the 
flope of any wood more beautiful than 
that, which riſes by ſoft gradations, 
from the ſpot which my cottage occu- 
pies, to the warm boundary of hills, 
which form a vegetable ſcreen for the 
valley ?—every buſh is blooming with 
_ perfume, and every tree is pendent with 
dloſſoms the hand of nature has woven 
1 eee fo diverſified in colours, 
22201. 89 | 3 - and 
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and ſo'fantaftically figured, that the ut- 
moſt pride” of Turkey droops even to 
dullneſs, on tlie compariſon L and harkl 
madam the note of | pleaſure affords 
for the car, as fair a banquet as the 
proſpects of ſummer afford for the eye. 
Murmuring along the brake,” (inter- 
cepted in its palſage by the pebbles) a 
ſmall rill of water winds its way along 
the grove; and at laſt is heard, bub- 
bling into the brook at the bottom 
the river rolls majeſtically Now at a little 
diſtance; and a ſtately ſwan (theempreſs 
of the tide) ! fails ſelf-important on its 
boſom. On the left hand is a flock at 
feed; while ſome of the lambkins are 
flumbering in the ſun, and ſome friſk- 
ing round the buſhes—on the right, the 
muſtcians of the ſeaſon are watbling in 
ann the pauſes of harmony 
ied by the ſonorous — of 
the! neighbouring” water- mill. 


97 
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green ſod emhelliſhes the ſeat round my 
hut - the Noodbine comes nodding into 
my caſement, dnd:yegetation- goes ſmil- 
ing. even ta my; door. uch is che out- 
ſide of my little place 

And no Lſubmit the matter to your 
ladyſuip- c J with any ſort of jul 
tice: to myſelß or it, haye paſſed into 
the ſweet hut, without pulling you one 
moment by the ruffle, to ſnew you how 
Pretsilyol ſtood; and that neither l, 
nom imy ſociety left the town without 
being decently: provided for. in the i 
N M2) eligt ! (i: „f 10 

— — the deſcrip- 
tion of my cottage acſecond time, I can- 


nat help thinking it would make a ſmart 

morſel far the magaaines or for the. 
next petical noſegay Mr, Doddey ſhall 
think fit to gather from; the , fugitive 
| flowers of this literany land 


ut las. I 
vas fearful i of detaining your Jady ſhips 


2921 1 1 have 
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I have ſpoken of the matter haſtily, 
and yet I do /not think, a fingle thing 
wanting to complete (hen turned 
into verſe)—a paſtoral poem—nay, I 
am farther ſatisfied that, what with the 
title, the advertiſement the preface, 
the dedication, the argument, and the 
introduction; it would be quite large 
enough for a half-crown'pamphlet—— 
eſpecially when your ladyſhip takes two 
points info conſideration - firſt, that four 
lines of - proſ@will; ar any time, make 
fourteen of poetry; and ſecondly, that 
the preſent taſte of printing is ſo ex- 
tremely white and/ delicate, that a very 
few lines, will go a great way; inſo- 
much, chat upon a pretty nice caſcula- 
tion it would be found, that ſix-penny- 
worth of - ſenſe, and twelve-penny- 
worth of paper, (allowing for faſhion- 
able margins) will, when properly ma- 


nufactured, produce half a dozen pocket 
. e volumes, 


- — — — * — 
— 3 W * 
. 


ne * 


1 even the ſuperanuated pointer beſtirs 
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volumes, at the moderate price of three 


Millings per volume. 1 
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| the creatures croud around us l we have 


left them but a few hours, and they are 
ready to devour us with their ſondneſs 


himſelf on this occaſion — poor fellow, 
he is the ſon of an unhappy fire, whoſe 
ſtory goes (I verily. think), as near to the 
heart as any that was ever recorded and 
yet I am afraid I ſhall hurry your lady- 


ſhip too quickly back into the region of 
gloomy ſentiments, ſhould I relate 1t— 
but there is a pleaſure even in the 
anxieties of ſympathy; and as. the ſtory 
is now freſh in my memory, and my 


is | 
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letter drawing c the end, 'rwere'a 5 
e, ame 1 ef 1 1 1778 1548. II kt | mY 
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aasee Rowe 3 What a 
creature wert thou !—how' courteous - 
how ſagacious—how well temperedl— >” 
He was deſcended; madam, from a 
glorions lino—the on of a noble Rock ; 
his en and, to crow his cha- . 9 
racter, he waz the favourite companion = 
of a dear friend of ORG is 1999 51 
no MOTO mmm 
In one of the ape nd my 
one of the faireſt that winter could pro- 


duce, the youthful Þlavian prepared, 
with his gun and his Romeo, to take 


a 


che diverſions” of the field—happieſt e | 
ioen—lappick of dogs They were 
C 2 parti-- 
| 


NAL ON ON. 


particularly lucky, and it was a day of 
eminent ſucceſs - this pointed the game 
that brought it to the ground—the 
net was ſoon crouded with the ſpoil,.— 
but as Flavian was returning 

Notwithſtanding the elevation of 
your ank, your ladyſhip muſt Have had 
frequent occaſion to deplore the capri · 
cious uncertainty of ſublunary enjoy+ 
ments - muſt have ſeen the eye that in 


in the next rolling with deſpait—and 
tears uſurp the features which an hour 
that I ſhould beg your — 
greſſing into a parentheſis about it. 

As Flavian was returning to his 
houſe, and Romeo was ranging the 
ſkirts of a copſe, rather in the way of 
wantonneſs than induſtry — knowing 
Perhaps, that the buſineſs of the day 


Was 
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was already done — juſt as the winding of 
the thicket meander'd into an elbow 
chat -jutted-' into the field. Romeo 
broke ſhort his ſtep, and ſtood fixed in 
an attitude, which put Flavian on his 
guard. In the next inſtant an hare 
ſtarted from the buſhes; and ran trem- 
bling to the oppoſite hedg&row ; on the 
other ſide of which, was a ſhaded lane, 
that led to Flavian's villa.— There is an 
enthuſiaſm, which ſeizes the ſportſman at 
the ſiglit of ſudden game. With that ſort 
of inſpiration was Flavian now ſeized} _ 
who, levelling his gun to the mark (with 
an aim too fatally erring) depoſited the 
e into the boſom of ALS 
 —— Mighty- God, —I* want forti- 
tude to goon At 
Flavian, madam, had a wife un- 
happily for him, ſhe was tempted by 
the brightneſs of the morning, ard the 
GT of his. fowling-piece at no great 
C3 diſtance, 
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diftance, to ſtrole from her houſe, and 
Aas was ſometimes her tender cuſtom — 
intended to haſten his return, not only 
to enjoy his ſociety, but to put an end 
to the depredations of the day. The 
found of the gun had ſcarcely died upon 
the air, when a ſound of a different kind 
Galuted the ear: Flavian daſhed through 
the hedge, and ſaw his Maria extended 
along the path-way, which was over 
hung by the buſhes, and her boſorn was 
bathed: in that blood, which ſhe now 
found had: been ſhed by her huſband. 
sovered his miſtreſs, and with his four- 
feet. upon het lap, was mourning over 
her wounds t the agony was ſo legible 
in his countenance, that if he had the 
power of ſpeech—it-would have been 
ynpoſſible; to deſcribe it. 
The huſband ah: adam ! In theſe 
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brute and the man are alike ; ſince both 
muſt. deliver over to the dumb ſenſa- 
tions of the heart, a language neither 
ſcienoe nor inſtin& can teach chem to 
articulate — all that can be ſaid or done 
is dull painting, — he ſtruck his breaſt— 
caſt an eye of aſtoniſhment at heaven, 
and fell ſpeechleſs by her ſide - the poor 
woman ſaw his agohy—made an effort 
to embrace him, but — exhauſted on 
his breaſt. 6 

A ſervant of Flavian's, who had been 
on a meflage, now appeared upon the 
road in the lane—Romeo ran to him, 
—leaped round his horſe, —looked up to 
the man—and led the way to the ſcene 
of death The ſervant rode away on 
the ſpur, to alarm the family at the 
_ manfion-houſe—in the mean time, the 
- laſt endearments were faintly. inter. 


changed betwixt Flavian and Maria to 
the latter, articulation was ſoon de- 


{ 
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nied- but ſhe, by ſome means, got her 
hufband in her arms, and in that ſitua- 
tion expired the diſtreſs of Flavian 
affected not even yet his tongue — the 
dear body, mangled as it was, could 
not be torn from him, and both he and 
the unhappy lady, were carried to that 
apartment, from which they had parted 
a few hours before, in the higheſt 
gaiety of wedded hearts, and in the 


warmeſt ardours of youthful expec- 


tation. And now comes on the bu- 
ſineſs of poor Romeo — Flavian fell 
ſick — Romeo was the very centinel of 
his door, and the. nurſe of his chamber 
a fever followed, which at length 


touched Flavian on the brain, and in the 


violence of the delirium he ſtruck his 
poor attendant Romeo, ho ſo far from 
reſenting the blow, licked lovingly the 


hand that gave it madneſs ſhifted into 


melancholy— Romeo was {till by the 
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turned, and burning its way to the heart; 
in a few days defied phyſic, and united 
his aſhes to thoſe of his beloved Maria 
or contrivance could ſeduce Romeo, till 
the moment in which he was put inta 
the coffin, and the people concerned in 
his funeral began to deem it nèceſſary to 
deſtroy the dog, which reſiſted all thein 
meaſures, but eſpecially their carrying 
him away; at length he ſuffered it 
but followed them cloſe, and was per · 
haps the moſt ſincere mourner—as ſoon 
as Flavian was committed to the earth, 
his faithful Romeo took dominion of 
the. ſpot, and was the ſentry of his 
grave—grief and hunger had exhauſted 
every thing but his attachment - yet 
he never was heard to vhine but, after 
laying till nature could do no more, he- 
was at length found dead at the foot of 
| ">", 5. 1 the 


— — — (k((kk—wo!ñxꝛßůꝛ —ůů — 


_ of nature) is kept dry, by the maxims 
of faſhion - but neither the above ſtory, 
_ excite ſenſtbility—It finds a place 


* 
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the tomb chus the maſter! expired, and 


eee eee eee ee RE 
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244+ Methinks: eee kadyſhip 
ſhed" A tear to the complicated misfor- 
runes of this family. I congratulate you 
upon it Fie upon the heart that is 


cheek, that (in defiance of the impulſes 


——— 264 ſuicable vehi- 
cle for ſome iter 


"© * | 
4 # * 1 "MW: | 16 
1 a J CH "3 . CY FF 


Mort OPINTONS. 
5 


were briefly ſhewn that, nine times out 
2 3 in this world: / 


bs . That 
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That is— not to be happy, if our be- 
haviour, and its conſequences, were to 
take their rewards from the returns of 
our fellow-creatores in general — The 
reaſon aſſigned for this, is the only true 
reaſon that ean be aſſigned The dege- 
nerate ſtate of maxims, and manners. 

All the evils therefore which are of a 
malignant nature— all ſuch as ariſe from 
the perverſion of money—or turbulence = 
of paſſions, are totally to be impured, 
to human ſources but there are other 
evils (and ſome extremely ſore) that fall 
out, to make goodneſs no ſecurity for 
worldly- happinefs=Theſe=(1. mean 
ſuch as abſolutely are placed beyond the 


teach, or prevention of man), are cer- 


tainly the acts of the Deity, we call 
them, under the vague name of accidents 
—they light equally on man and beaſt, 
and every thing that hath an exiſtence; 
and (for ought we can tel) they may 


8 vege tation, and eurry the 1 
8 * diſtreſs 
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diſtreſs beyond the ſcale that is animated. 
| As great proportions of that , miſery: 
18 which. cloggs the path of life -therefore 
is cauſed. by the bad propenſities of 
men. ſo it muſt of neceſſity be admitted, 
that the road which leads from this 
world to the next, is made additionally 
weariſome and heavy, by the permiſſion 
of ſome power ſuperiot to theirs. It is 
peculiar to the moſt rational animal (as 
18 he is called), to perceive this, though 


he cannot adequately account for it— 
1 to account for it indeed has been the la- 


bour of the moſt ſhining under- 
ſtandings ! divines — moraliſts the- 
ologiſts — philoſophers — metaphyſi- 
cians, and poets, have. exerted every 
nerve, in every age upon the ſubject. 
The moſt pious and induſtrious of theſe 
all concur in their ſentiments, and con- 
clude with the ſame ideas, — They ſay. 
That, though to be good may not be 
rewarded in general with nr 
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ous characters are commonly, inſulted by 
the multitude (who are creatures of ig- 
norance and intereſt) yet a man is ſuſfi- 
ciently rewarded for his rectitude (even 
in this world), by the endearing ſociety: 
of men like himſelf—beſides which 
the comforts of conſcience are more than 
a counterbalance for the ſevereſt ſuffer- 


ings to which are added the e bs *6Þ 


proſpects of futurity. 7 
That with reſpect to all thoſe num 
berleſs diſaſters which fall out in de- 
ſpite of human ſagaeity the anſwer 
always has been and ſtill continues to 
be this They are trials - &c. xc. 
There is indiſputably a great deal of 
conſolitary truth in both theſe conclu- 
Gons.. Some part of the argument . 
| however is liable to objection— zeal wilt 
very often run away with the powers of 
reflection. The ſyſtem of men of religi- 
os .comprized in the ſhare 
Naqluoxs paſſages 
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paſſages above. More intemperate peo- 
ple, who call themſelves free=thinkers, 


have under that title aſſumed u privi- 
fide of the queſtion: Some have con- 
tended that if vice: is natural to the 
heart of man, it muſt be an effort as ri- 
diculous as impoſſible 10 reſiſt it the 
ſhocking inference is, that God is the 
fole origin of evil, and that he certainly 
would not puniſn his creatures for 
yielding to a neceſſity in their nature 
others, madlam, of our own nation (the 
very ſoil of ret · thinking] ſay, it would 
be an act of benevolence to withdraw 
another aſſerts, that vices and miſeries 
of all kinds are peculiar benefits, and 

chat, to a trading nation eſpecially, 
btical machine. There have alſo been 

(and ſtill are), à ſet of Iooſe pens, 
| 3 ſophiſtry) 


exculpate 
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exculpate every wickedneſs in mam at 
the blaſphemous riſque of lodꝑing the 
cauſe and fault of the whole upon the 
Deity; and a celebrated Frenchmarr 
(whoſe genius is che pride df that polite 
nation) has written a book in the ſeven- 
tieth year of his age, to prove, mat of 
all | poſſible ſyſtems, the ſyſtem under 
which we are governed is the worſt. 
Theſe deſerve and meet the indignation 
of every honeſt man. A much admired 
in a compoſition that contains the moſt 
poetical philoſophy in our language, 
advanced fefiouſty an oppoſite ſenti- 
ment, and terminates the whole by de- 
claring, whatever is, is right, My on 
opinions on this important ſubject are, 1 
dare ſay, like thoſe of your ladyſhip— 
I think every work of God vindicable; 
but l do not think, ſome of them recon 

cileable to reaſon, by the beaten mode 
ef defending them. There are at this 
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doſtant, thouſands of ouramiable fellows 
creatures/in'the world (bad as it is)— 
ſtruggling with the ſtorms. of fate, with- 
out findingrehief inthe ſociety of men like 
themſelves ; for it will be eaſy to prove, 
that, even the tendereſt and worthieſt 
eonnenions of a man fly off in the hour 
of neceſty; nor will jt be more diffi- 
ult. to ſhew—(if ãt could poſſibly need 

one's experience) that poverty (in the 
loſs of reputation. Thoſe are yet ba- 
hies in the world, who ſuppoſe half the 
bad reports. they hear. of men, are che 
conſequences of their ill conduct: 
for the fact is, that there are a pretty 
equal number of wretches deſerted by. 
their friends (becauſe their unworthineſs 

aus ſociety) and of wretches deſerted, 

becauſe their ill-luck in life drove them 
44 ene. 
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too often againſt the purſes of their ac- 
quaintance for I muſt once again re- 
peat, that the abuſe; of riches has nade 
avarice the ruling vice and there is 
ſometimes the higheft degree of avarice 
even in diſſipation - ſelf ſtill ſettles at 
the bottom. Nor are even the com- 
forts of conſcience, always ſufficient to 
bear a man up, againſt the inſults of 
mankind: for many of our ſpecies are 
ſo pelted by the tempeſts of life, that the 
pureſt integrity, and the ſweeteſt re- 
flections reſulting from that integrity, 
are obliged to give way to the misfor 
tunes which croud inceſſantly upon 
them. Sorrow treads faſt upon ſorrow, 
calamity ſtrikes upon calamity, and 
accident comes ſtumbling ſo rapidly 
upon accident, that the whole buſineſs 
of the hu is to ſhift for the neceſſities 
of the body; or to try the force of its 
religion, to accommodate itſelf with 

mad * | proper 
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Aicdein instances of this kind are ex- 
tremely numerous. Men indeed who 
ae plumpecd by proſperity” and indo- 
lenth loiter out an unſerviceable exiſt- 
ende, in the eaſy chair of voluptuouſ- 
neſs; and women who are tied down to 
à peculiar ſet of amuſements, ideas, and 
purſuits, may ſee this matter in the 
light, which their contracted teachers 
have taugbi them to ſee it. But the 
are the worſt judges of the ſons and 
daughters of misfortune. The grand 
ſbrrow remains behind, and that is a 
ab οe up, enough for the 
cure of miſery, even though miſery was 
univerſal abe 'profpetts of futurity— 
vhen friends furſake us. foes oppreſs 
—m6 conforonce: 1 is 1 by con- 


194810 5 ſtant 


f - 


LIBERAL OPINIONS. ax 


ſtant adverſity - thoſe, madam, and 
thoſe only, prevent deſpair, and point 
to felicity. With regard to the evils of 
accident, nothing but thoſe can recon 
cile them with the line of our moſt na- 
tural notions of eternal goodneſs; and 
thoſe do reconcile them to the ſublimeſt 
idea that ever was conceived! of 1t.— 
But let us turn aſide from argument 

and look upon eee H 


2 


rn or rear VER. 


2 3 


{13 


Among — — 1 dae elne 
only be reconcited by the profpet#s of 
futurity, is the ſtory and fate of Flavia, 
and his family how agrees itwanight 
we argve—(bur for thoſe prospects) 
with the beneficente of the Creator to 
afflict fo much morality and goodneſs, 
__ "ey" apparent cauſe, In ſhort, 
madam, 
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madam, the human ſoul - ebbs and 
flows like the ocean, though not with. 
he ſame regularity. Fhere is no pu- 
rity nor any devotion, but ſometimes 
wavers for a moment - believe me, there 
are periods when the moſt apoſtolie 


faith ſtaggers ay, and that upon prin- 
ciple; for the better the mind, the 


greater is its occaſſonal agitation. Di- 
vines tell us, it: is finful. I inſiſt, it is 


unavoidable, and I will in this caſe be 


ſo bold to enter a caveat againſt all the 


caſſoeks in the kingdom. There is an in- 


tricacy in the events of the world which. 


will on the firſt view conſtantly appear 
myſterious. . They frequently put the 
human intellect upon the puzale. We 
want nat books, or arguments, to teach 
9s- ambiguities;. for every rauben 
about us preſſes the 2s and where: 
_ ſpontaneouſly and irrefiſtibly upon 


vs. Tis not, madam, the ,vanity af 
bert | eue 


— 
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penetration: tis merely the euribſity 

and inquiring propenſity of nature. 
It was, with a propriety peduliar to 
the claſſic genius of Mr. Addiſon, that 
he called theſe labyrinths of providence, 
that ſo frequently croſs the lines of 
life a regular confuſion.” Let us 
examine that celebratediexpreſſion, and 
it may perhaps lead Us into à train of 
thought, which may throw new. light 
on our preſent ſubjects, both with rela- 
tion to mam and brute.) Theſ eye of 
God, (and ꝓoſſibly the eyes uf his an- 
gels) may ſee the regularity, unin- 
tangled in the confuſion. But what 
proves this more, than that finite can 
by no means, meaſure with infinite ? 
To man's imperfect viſion, many events 
already hinted at in this letter, and 
many more vhich might be brought 
into the catalogue of inſtances, are not 
only repugnant to every moral, natural, 

wag ©, or 
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or conſcientious law (were we to decide 
of them hy the narrow line of human 
Juſtice) bot are (utterly: oppoſite to our 
omn-ideas of common compaſſton. Still 
farther. I beg leave to advance the 


matter mur farther. It is a fact, (at- 
_ teſted by the tears and agonies of a 
maurnful muhitude) that the horrid 
variaty of miſeries which attack the at- 


tention on all fides, would tempt the 
ſabereſt head, and the devouteſt heart, in 
the world, to ſuſpect that the affairs of 


that world were totally eclipſed in con- 
fuſion, without a ſingle ray of apparent 
_ regularity: judging, (as was obſerved 


above) and faintly guided through be 


dark; only by the twilight glimmerings 


of natural reaſon, and natural equity. 
“To prove this, there ariſe at once ſo 
many inſtances, that choice is perplext 
in variety. Let us quit the fire-ſide, 
madam, for half an hour, and, turning 

10 | our 
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our eyes on the active world, walk lei- 
ſurely along to ſurvey» the: great ſoenes 
that, are flecting befor vs. If it is 
agreeable} to 3 we will 
make Sens 15 als? D 2941 0 
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And London than be a due 
of our ramble. That ſtupendous maſs 
of buildipg, contains every "thing for 
our porpoſe: perhaps, there never was 
more happineſs and miſery crouded to- 
gether, upon the ſam e of ground, 
fince the fbundations of the world! 
the firſt place (for ripen eget 
ſuppoſe yourſelf endowed with a power 
of ſtepping. into whatever places you 
think proper, during this tour)—we 
"ey Pay a viſit to 8 
houſe ; 
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Houſe; and though I am taking you 
anto: thoſe ſad retreats, which are very 
aincuſtomary to people of faſhion,” yet 
open the door of that chamber. Pray 
ſurvey it with a critical eye. The 
ſpectre Famine hath uſurped the ſeat of 
Plenty. There are ſeven ſmall chil- 
dren, without) any ſymptoms of the 
health, and roſy hilarity, which uſually 

attends. the moſt untroubled, period of 
life>—che; Pale; young woman, ; whoſe 
arm is round one of the youngeſt; with 
one (ſtill ſmaller) which ſhe is dandling 
on her knee, is their mother; and that 
tottering phantom of a man, whom age 
bath ed fechler than the fecbled 
Waben beg pardons E bowed over- 
looked a perſonage, of no {mall conſe- 
quence. At the fide of the broken lat- 
tice you behold, one of the king's 


Atto officers. 
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officers. © He has a paper in his hand, 
"& pen in his mouth, and his eyes are 
running up and down the room, in the 
moſt eager diſpatch. For once, we will 
diſpenſe with faſhionable ceremonies, 
and peep over his left ſhoulder. This 


method has enabled 1 us to read, what 
he entitles 


| ad INVENTORY. . 
One cable—ſptie in the left lid, and 
two of the joints wanting. 
One-cradle. 
A ſmall ſtool, ' © 
An oyſter-barrel.. 
One g0-cart/ | | 
Three chairs,—two without Wen 
the ruſn rotten, | 
One child's chiry—cheb W moſt 


gone. Hit; - 4a 
vol. II. Do "7 


| 
: 


; 


| 
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Four knives, —One without a haft. 
D' forks— two of the tongs broken. 
One fifth of an iron poker. 

A box- iron. 
One cinder ſiſter — terribly battered, 

And one wooden fender —burnt in 


fix places. 


N. B. A ſmall TS loſt 
the canniſters —L 
December 1 2th. . 


To be carried off ar ſold the [8h 


uſt, 


old! Heavens! Huſh, madam, 
—] perceive you are prepared with 


many queſtions. The anſwers are me- 


lancholy to every thing you can ſay. 
See, madam, the good man has diſ- 
charged his duty (in which we muſt 


bear teſtimony he was conſcientiouſly 
particular) and is going out of the 
room : we will follow his example—ah 
—madam, the tears are ſVimming round 

_ | your 
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your eye, and your hand 1s in your 
pocket. There then—God proſper you 
with it, poor woman ſee if one of the 
infants, is not quite taken with the 
flowers upon your ladyſhip's gown, ano- 
ther faintly plucks me by the ſkirt of 
my coat, and is pay ing ſtrong court to 
my buttons the mother is upon her 
knees to you ſhe thinks and looks the 
gratitude ſhe is unable to ſpeak—let us 
hurry away before the ſcene becomes 
too intereſting even the ſmoky air 
of one of the moſt ſmoky ſtreets of the 


ſuburbs is chearful, and ſalubrious, to 


the oppreſſion I felt in the chamber we 

have juſt left—A coach will carry us'to 
a more agreeable part of the town in- 
habited by different ſort of people —in 
this ſquare we will ſtop, for here is 
breathing- room. Hark, how the roll 
of the chariots, the report of the horſes 
a he and che echo of * doors prepare 
| 13% I an 111592 vas 
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us for the magnificence of faſhion. We 
are now in the very region of finery. 
As ifudden tranſitions have always a 
great effect, I will now take your lady- 
hip into a very ſplendid apartment 
cheſe folding doors will admit us, becaufe 
we ſhall not loo a8 if we had no doors 
of our own; for in all caſes of that 
ſort, there is a peculiar difficulty in get- 
ting on the other ſide of the knocker, 
which, for the moſt part, is ſupported 
in the jaws d ſome monſter, that ſeems 
10 ſay to every neceſſitous crawler, or 
even to evety ſhabby gentleman Come 
if you dare — approach, and be devour- 
ed. Luckily for us, madam, there is al- 
ways another monſter appears, the inſtant 
the door opens, and as he conſtantly acts 
upon the liberal principle of Cerberus, 
we will give him a ſufficient ſop; upon 
which he will become immediately ſo 
tame, that he will make the binges 


echo again, even though we were come 
10 
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to dun his keeper. The arts of open- 
ing A door, and delivering a meſſage, 
are ſciences that would very well fill a 
volume. I ſhall therefore certainly ſtand 
excuſed tor having ſcribbled app Page 
upon the ſubject. 
We are now walking up the geome- 
trical ſtairs—that door opening upon 
another door, will lead us to wh ar 
green door, which will lead us to the 
apartment, where the family are aſſein- 
bled at breakfaſt. How beautifully and 
warmly the whole room is carpetted, . 
and. cuſhioned — We. perceive. at the 
table three hearty, children a lady of 
an elegant figure, and a gentleman in 
his night gown and ſlippers. Bleſs me? 
how the ſervants bow—what a pro- 
fuſion of gilding and plate !—and ſee, 
madam, the youngeſt boy is actually 
toſſing an handful, of guineas up and 
1 the floor by way of amuſement. 
e D 3 I hear- 
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I heartily wiſh the poor children we have 
juſt left, had the trouble to pick them 
up for my young maſter. If your lady- 
ſhip will pleaſe to retire, I will tell you 
ſomething, . as you go along, worth 
hearing, of this family. 

'The gentleman, madam, whom you 
ſaw in the morning-dreſs, is one of 
thoſe human beings Providence hath 
for ſome wiſe end permitted to hold the 

happineſs and comforts of a great many 
other human beings in his poſſeſſion. 
In the Engliſh language he is known 
by the name of a creditor, the moral 
definition of this term is ſimply this; 
Sa man who having the good things 
of this life in great abundance, diſtri- 
butes a ſmall portion of thoſe good 
things to ſuch as are deſtitute: a kind 
of benevolence, that would reflect dig 
nity upon the author, were it not liable 
to a trifling circumſtance, which ſome 
2 will 
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will think a drawback upon it—for the 
benefactor commonly chooſes to take ir 

return a ſmall flip of paper, by virtue 
of which he can torment, and have the 
perſon benefitted, as it were, on the 
hip, at a moment's warning; and in 
fault of payment, requires full autho- 
rity, either to ſeize the body, and de- 
poſit it in a jail; or take poſſeſſion of 
the goods, and turn the body into the 
ſtreet. In ſome parts of the future 
hiſtory of Benignus, will be delineated 
the whole and extenſive ſcience of man- 
catching, wherein will be ſhewn, that” 
the Nave-trade flouriſhes ſurpriſingly in 
Great-Britain,. and that the traffic of 
buying and ſelling the human ſpecies is. 
daily gaining ground, through every 
part of his majeſty's dominions : and: 
this is eſteemed fo curious and origi- 
nal a part of the manuſcript, . that I ex- 
pe& a prodigious conſideration for the 
* D 4 copy 
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copy—In the above work, however, a 
Proper and nice diſtinction is made, as 
to the nature and contraction of debts, 
inſomuch that it will infallibly prove 
A ſure guide to creditor, debtor, and 
bailiff, for thoſe, madam, are the prin- 
cipal agents in this humane and excel- 
lent, art. I cannot quit this ſubject 
without preſenting your ladyſhip, with 
a flight ſpecimen of the above ſort of 
merchandize. The buſineſs is fre- 
quently tranſacted thus: one man in 
diſtreſs borrows (in an humble tone, 
with his hat under his arm, and in all 
the confuſion of want) of another man, 
in no diſtreſs whatever, value forty ſhil- 
lings: (as mis fortune is apt to expect a 
ſun-ſhiny day, even in the midſt of hard 
weather), diſappointment trips vp the 
heel of hope, and the day of reſtitution 
runs by, in which the ſaid forty ſhil- 
Ungs remains, like the hand-writing 

$55 on 
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on the wall, againſt him. From that 
moment the bargain is ſtruck— the pur- 
chaſer demands his property, and as the 
tranſaction is ſanctified by the laws of - 
the landꝭ the carcaſe is at his diſcretion : 
it is dragged from its friends, and ſo 
cautiouſly prevented from taking cold 
in the open air, that it is put very ten- 
derly under lock and key, and bar and: 
bolt, that it is in a perfect cage: here 
a parcel of erows are ſuffereꝗ to peck. 
at it, which are a kind ef guarantees 
to the purchaſer of the body —— + 
„And now we will go. on with our 
ſtory the gay ſpark who is the ſubject 
of our , preſent enquirꝝ. became a crer 
ditor to. the poverty-ſtruck family whom 
we ſaw in the ſuburbs of the ton, by 
being . landlord. or poſſeſſor of a range 
of ruins, among which is the uncom 
fortable hut we deſcribed;. The maltes: 
of that hut; (who is at preſeat out os. 
D 5 the 
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the way) is amongſt the number of 
thoſe againſt whoſe tranquillity the dark 
events of this life were perpetually 
pointed. The conſequence of this 
(which is pretty frequently the- caſe) 
was the deſertion of acquaintances, and 
the diſtance of friends, and he was of- 
ten accuſed of obliquity, though in 
truth he ſeldom deviated into thoſe 
crooked paths, which juſtly excite agony 
and ſhame. He was unable to anſwer 
the inclinations of his heart, and was 
two years in arrear for the rent. One 
morning the poor man's wife waited at 
the door of Sophron (for ſo will we call 
him) and delivered an apology: by 
great chance the porter thought fit to 
deliver it immediately, and by a chance 
ſtill greater, the young woman was ad- 
mitted into the preſence chamber, where 


Sophron was indulging the ſurfeiting 
lumuries of his ſituation. Diſtreſs had 
44 K 57 not, 
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not, at that time, wholly deſtroyed the 
beauty which was naturally extraordi-- 
nary in her—ſhe caught the fancy of 
the preſent moment. Sophron pro- 
poſed an immediate treaty, and offered 
moreover a purſe for the relief of her? 
ſtarving family. — Generous as this 
might be, ſhe flatly refuſed it: As So- 
phron was not much accuſtomed to the 
language of denial, and- thought be-- 
ſides, his offer not only an honour but 
a. liberality, he ordered her haſtily to 
depart. She did fo, and in going home 

felt one of. thoſe ſenfations, which for» 
a moment. relieves the ſenſe of the worſt 
condition, by the triumph of the con- 
ſcience. She told the whole to her huſ-- 
band, and in his rewarding embrace, 
ſhe felt thoſe ſenſations revived. But 
where miſery is conſtantly ſhifting from 
one ſorrow to another, the pleaſures of 


refteRion can ſeldom have leiſure to play 
| D 6 — What 
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What was the reſult. of this matter! 
—Vithdraw a moment, madam, to that 
gloomy looking pile—the common re- 
ceptacle,— the promiſcuous depoſit of 
diſtreſs and infamy for a length of years 
we will wind up the dreadful ſtairs— 
alas! how, does novelty, give force to 
objects, which cuſtom has rendered un- 
| noticed! the grating of the bars — the 
jingle of the keys, and the clank of 
the chains, I ſee, terrify your ladyſhip 
pray ſtop awhile, — in that diſmal cell, 
behold. the conſequence of a wife's un- 
ſcaſonable chaſtity, - and virtue—there 
lies the huſband—Sophron had once 
riſqued,, as he. called it, the loan of | 
ten guineas; for that ſum he was ar- 
reſted and for the rent his wood will 
ſhortly be ſold. 

And here, — wn let me pay a com- 
pliment to the Juſtice, ſagacity, and 
e of our law-makers,—law- 

makers 
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makers ,of the moſt refined, and po- 
liſhed nation under heaven — who bave 
aſſigned to unfortunate men, who owe 
and have the leaſt money, a reſidence 
of the greateſt gloom, hardſhip, and 
diſcredit, amongſt wretches Who have 
broken at midnight into our houſes— 
aſſaſſins who have ſhed the blood of our 
ſpecies, and robbers. who commit hoſ- 
tilities upon the road. Encircled by 
ſuch aſſociates is Sophron—his children 
are famiſhing at home—his wife is con- 
demned to ſee the neceſſity every mo- 
ment encreaſe his houſe has ſuffered a 
diſtreſ their next migration muſt be 
into the ſtreet— the plain reaſon is this 
—the wife was virtuous—the huſband 
unfortunate—while the oppreſſor revels 
in his plentitude, though his fortunes 
were obtained by fraud, and are diſſ- 
pated in every kind of debauchery., 
Behold, madam, the wife : is h. herſelf en. 
tering 
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tering the cell—ſhe has brought the- 
poor creature a ſhare of that refreſh- 
ment your ladyſhip's bounty has en-- 
abled her to procure. 

een what a ſhout is there 
See, they are bringing in a freſh priſon- 
er. — How the old inhabitants cluſter- 
round the new comer, as they would 
ſay, Welcome to Newgate, brother |—- 
Pray, Mr. Jaylor, what is his crime? 
—murder -a man was executed yeſter-- 
day ſe nnight under a public gallows,. 
upon ſtrong ſuſpicion of committing 
chat very murder, which this priſoner: 
has confeſſed. There is a confuſion in: 
the innocence of ſome people,. and a: 
croſs concurrence of ill-looking circum- 
ſtances, very like the bluſhing evi-- 
dences of guilt. Such was the preſent. 
caſe—appearances were ſtrong againſt 
tim, human ſagacity was baffled, and 


the victim was given up to the laws— 
he 
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he had a large family, his wife is in a 
fever his ſon is burying reflection in 
the dreadful opiates of the bottle, and 
his connexions are in Den and . — 
ful mourning. 

Yonder, . lies a miſerable ob- 
je&—unnatural parents have driven her 
from home—ſhe is too honeſt to ſteal 
| —ſhe is aſhamed to beg, and being, 
from the peculiarity of her fate, under 
a neceſſity to borrow—ſhe is at laſt pro- 
vided for by the bounty of governinent, 
that humanely allows the wretched juſt 
food enough, to perpetuate the ſenſe, 
and lengthen out the period of calamity. 
But now, we will leave the ſufferings 
of our own ſpecies, and in our way 
home, caſt an eye upon the ſufferings 


THE 
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A i i Ni ell Himel nie bd! off 
U ANIMAL WORLD; 
* 2% 5591 u. 
Take notice N44 von * — 
under the burthen. They are labour 
ing in this ſevere weather for the ſervice 
of man. But obſerve; their driver l 
hark how the knotted whip ſounds on 
their ſides— The blood guſhes at every 
ſtroke - the poor er labour in the 
extremity, and when they have ſur- 
mounted che difficulty, the ſanguinary 
maſter pats them on the neck, not a 
little pleaſed with the triumphant vi- 
gour of his arm. If it could poſſibly. 
de ſuppoſed, that beutes deſerved. aſtale 
af perpetual puniſhment, a large city 
were ſur ely their hell. A few lap- dogs, 
ſpaniels, and other favourites excepted. 
E the general treatment of animals is. 
ſavage beyond all compariſon of bar- 
barred here ſtands a cruel wretch, 
>. £4 & - who 
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vho hath beaten out the eye of the fore- 
horſe for preſuming to ſtir, while the 
car is unloading;;, he then curſes him- 
lelf for the exploit, and concludes the 
matter by a ſecond blow, becauſe the 
creature thre its eye in the way of the 
firſt; and ſee, madam, yon fellow, in 
paſſing, careleſly, drives his carriage 
againſt another that is going a different 
road; and in order to extricate the in- 
tertangled harneſſes, both drivers apply 
to the old remedy, and inſtead of calmly 
ſetting things right, put the animals on 
their ſpirit, and every thing is at length 
torn in pieces: a freſh beating now en- 
ſues, and the poor devils are to ſuffer 
again for what, at firſt, could not on 
their part be avoided. Such are the 
general lives of horſes, and ſuch the 
diſcipline; practiſed on A almoſt 
every Baus! »þ er latte a ay , 

| tl ai 168. enten med We 
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It is an happineſs peculiar to the ſoft- 
neſs of your fex, and confiſtent with the 
delicate proſperity of the female na- 
ture and ſituation, madam, that their 
purſuits and pleaſures entirely lay in 
ſuch parts of the town, as make ſhock- 


ing ſpectacles not very frequent, if we: 
compare them with the more buſy parts. 
of the city.— There is cannot but 


perceive a civilization of addreſs, an 


urbanity of demeanour amongſt the very 
chairmen of St. James's, which we 


mall in. vain look for in. the meſſen- 
gers of Whiteehapel, and the-porters of 
Thames - ſtreet. The politeſſe of the 
court ever influences in ſome degree 
the places that ſurround it: but in the 


_ city, the ſpirit of humanity is too often 


trod under feet by the ſpirit of trade: 


and the laws of trade have, indeed, 6: 


very little in general to do with the laws. 


e benevolence, that in the full, and E 


might 
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might ſay, the overflowing tide of com- 
mercial ſucceſs, a man of buſineſs ſel- 
dom regardeth any life, but ſuch as is 
neceſſary to puſh the point of gain to 
the extremity | 

I muſt once more draw your ladyſhip 
out of the way, to take a view of 
Smithfield. There, madam—it is high 
market, and the diſtemper which ſome 
time ſince, raged amongſt the horned 
cattle, even to the alarm of the nation, 
was mercy and providence to the uſage 
which the poor creatures ſuſtain in this 
place.— All that ſticks, ſtones, and iron- 
goads can effect, is here effected againſt 
thoſe ind e / animals, by. which 
plenty is procured, riches u 
and even life ſupported . 

Here, madam, we have elected 3 | 
few of thoſe innumerable —— 
which riſe up ro alarm us. That ſuch 
have often happened cannot be denied; 

and 
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and if we were to take a cloſer ſurvey 
of the world, with a view to collect a 
more accurate journal of calamity 
if we were to bring into the black ac- 
count, the miſeries, both of - the rich. 
and poor the thouſand dreadful caſu- 

alties which no innocence can help, 
vith the tens of thouſands of fatal ope- 
rations of paſſion, which deform exiſt- 
ence, and agonize our hearts—if we 
Were to conſider likewiſe, the plagues, 
the diſguſts, the cares; the conteſts 
the depredations of war, and the vo- 

luptuouſneſs of peace —if we were to 
look into the prodigious maſs of miſ- 
cellaneous miſchiefs, brunching out 
from avrice, prodigality, gaming, ſwear- 

ing, law-ſuits, robberies, chagrines, 
murders, and every other prophana- 

tion —or if we wert to dive ſtill fur- 

ther, and mention the diſtreſsful ſitua- 
tions occaſioned by fire, famine, peſti- 


duns lence, 
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lence, earthquakes, inundations, pub- 
lic tumults, and domeſtic inquietude 
obſerving at the ſame time, that thou- 
ſands of every race of beings are fre- 
quently pining away life, inch by inch, 
and are whole years in dying ; adding 
to this eventful catalogue, the pangs 
of ſickneſs, the loſs of limbs, the 
deprivation of intellect, the under- 
ſerved loſs of character, the diſo- 
bedience of children, and the cruelty 
of parents; with the horrid havock of 
thoſe deteſtable appetites of the heart, 
revenge and inordinate 'defire—what 
madam—but for the chearful- promiſes 
of an bereuſte. what ſhould we „ er 
what ſhould we ſay : 

That there is much happineſs,” many. . 
bleflings, and many people who de- 
ſerve them, cannot be diſputed - the 
world is in it/elf a paradiſe - but paſſions 


6—— accidents permitted, - miſ- 
chiefs 
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| chiefs perpetrated, and money turned 
into the wrong channel, have ſo de- 


une (ſwelled into volumes) ſeems 


froyed its ſerenity, that the ſoul diſ- 
erefled in the world, is obliged to ſeek 
frequently for a retired corner, and 
argue with itſelf. —— Theſe reflections, 


r 


CONCLUSION. 


| It thas been the conſtant deſign, of 


the author of this letter, to examine 


ſeveral facts relating to men —animals 
and things, in a new manner, —with 
this ultimate view to vindicate the 
ways of God not only to man, but to 
every other living creature The 
limits I propoſed to allow myſelf are 
more than exceeded, and the length of 


44: to 
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to demand an apology. The utmoſt 
that I can venture more, is to preſent 
your ladyſhip with a few inferences 
drawn from the whole of our ramble 
amongſt the fields of unuſual ſpecula- 
tion. ; 

As the innocent man, madam, has 
often loſt his life, and diſgraced his 
relations on ſuſpicion of guilt—as the 
hardneſs of ' a creditor frequently 
tightens the cord of the law, till it 
pinches the bowels of a numerous fa- 
_ mily—as there are actually parents in 
the world which not only deſert their 
offspring, but fear up that ſtrong at- 
tachment which is generally the vital 
principle af nature as modeſty, inge- 
nuity, and honeſty, are oſten harraſſed 
by innumerable cares and perplexities; 
to ſoothe which even the compliments 
of the conſcience are not always ade- 


— — the other hand. 
thoſe 


zꝑ— ꝗſat K- ů — — 
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is wanting to perpetrate the-intentional 
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thoſe to whom fortune hath been fuller: 
handed, frequently diſturb the good 
order of ſociety, and uſe their adventi- 
tious acquiſitions to promote oppreſſion 
and to extend luxury.— As thoſe who 


addreſs the Deity in fervor of heart, 


are often deſtitute of a comfortable pro- 
portion of food — wander naked and 
forlorn through life—and others that 
have food, want appetite. to eat it 
While thoſe who never mention the 
Deity, but to enforce an oath, and give 
poignancy to blaſphemy, enjoy every 
temporal good as even the unble- 
miſned ſtate of childhood, when power 


guilt as the new- born babe frequently 
ſtruggles wich various diſtreſs, at a time 


when its weakneſs calls for peculiar 


ſupports —anting which its future 5 
iſtence is ſometimes waſled under 

languors of an unſound conſtitution— 
* | i as 
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as theſe, with every other calamity I 
haverecapitulated, or advanced, through 
this letter—and as many more than can 
be poſſibly ſuggeſted at a ſingle view, 
have, and do, actually light upon the 
human race notwithſtanding all the 
comforts. and all the bleſſings in the 
world—ſome aſtoniſhing ſource of con- 
ſolation is abſolutely .neceſſary to recon- 
cile theſe fats to the mind. To de- 
cide upon the matter (as was hinted be- 
fore) agreeable to our ideas of rectitude, 
we ſhould pronounce it, without heſi- 
tation, a monſtrous ſyſtem, which con- 
founds right and wrong, innocence and 
error. Natural reaſon would condema 
it as inconſiſtent Pagan philoſophy 
would reject it as barbarous—pedantry 
would call it unfit poetry would de- 
clare it unjuſt common ſenſe . 
P. it abſurd. | | 


Vo. We n Here 
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Here then, madam, the two comfort- 
able reaſons F have promiſed to give, 
as the only reconciling ones, that can 
poſſibly make liſe ſupportable, or the 
ſtrange: intricacies of it conſiſtent, de- 
ſerve'to be mentioned. They come to 
us, under the cherubic forms of rarT# 
and xRLTOIO - juſt as we are ſinking 
under our doubts, they come forward 
to diſpel them they give ſtrength to 
reaſon — force to philoſophy, and illu- 
mination to conſcience the wretched 
iaſulted heart liſtens to their arguments, 
and finds them decifive—revelation 
herſelf ſteps into our relief—ſhe con- 
feſſes, with the poet, there is apparent 
confuſion in the regularity of Provi- 
dence, — that the cloudy mirrour, 
through which the human eye is directed 
m purblind ſpeculation repreſents the 
path of virtue as thorny and crooked, 
and the road to vice flowery: and de- 
| lightſul 
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lig ticful—bift that-—were it poffible for 
men to wind witli their Creator, through 
all che infinitude 'of Thazes that lead 
from, firſt cauſes; to ultimate effects 
to view all the labyrinths which are ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary to connect, — 
and complete the ſyſtem, the whole 
matter would be inverted, and the re- 
gularity appear, without confuſion 
Thus therefore, 2 all comes 
right 1. laſt.” ah Sn 


1c 


« To be good is to be hy! 
« The confuſion is ney” and 


* n is, is right.“ 
14 D * n — 123693 
K ocure nie 1 Git every in- 
fave I have mentioned, and in many 
that I have omitted to mention) can 


make the preſent liſe ſupportable, or 


the preſent ſyſtem equitable. And 
Upon theſe rational principles, 1 would 
con E 2 argue 


hand that hath prepared us for it nor 


the devil himſelf, as the ſyſtem now 


creature look up from them ſhould 
expect the hour, in which, that 
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argue the eſſentiality of that futurity— 


but. not. ſo much from the power and 
wiſdom, as from the benevolence of the 


is the attribute of juſtice leſs concerned 
in this proviſion—for—were the death 
of the body, the death alſo of the, ſoul, 


ſtands might yet want a malignity in 
his nature to continue it; and in that 
caſe, the wiſeſt way to put an end to 2 
man's torments would be the ſhorteſt ; 
and ſuicide would obtain a ſanction 
from common ſenſe, The very equity 
and tenderneſs of the ſupreme Power is 
concerned in a diſtribution of future 


puniſnments and rewards to thoſe at- 


tributes therefore ſhould every unhappy 


which is “ now - crooked...” ſhall - be 


mou rait.“ and agr. ung venneis be 
© A | ſmoothed 
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ſmoothed—when the balances ſhall be 

poiſed by an omnipdtent' arm, and 

| juſtice at laſt prevail. 
Having thus vindicated the ways of 

God to man, I will now put an end to 
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10 Ads ſketches are efigied: for 
publication and: Wie to ſtand. at the 
tribunal of a ſociety of literati, who re- 
view and take cognizance of every 
thing that ventures into this world of 
compoſition, I ſhall lay myſelf too 
negligently open te their eenfore, if I 
leave, ultimately, the animal creation, 
in the lufch—after* having all along 
declared ſo much in its favor. And 
this, renders a poſtferipr eſſentially ne- 
ceſſary. Nor ſhould I, indeed, ſtand 
excuſeable to your ladyſhip, if I omitted 

| fo material a part of the concluſions to 
be drawn from our ſurvey of the ſub- 
ject — Having vindicated — (notwith- 
ſtanding all the miſeries of good men, 
and the ſucceſſes of bad men) the diſ- 
penſations af God, towards our own 
FIST. - or ſpicee, 


18 
m—_ 7 


9— = r 2222 OD ů - o —— _—_— _ r r 


LIBERAL OPINIONS. 9 
| ſpecies, let us now then, madam, in the 
ſame tranſient, unſyſtematic manner, 
vindicate the ways of God, to a nume- 
rous race of beings, no otherwiſe con- 
nected with our ſpecies, than by the 
ties either of e or neceſ- 
ſity.— + 


GOD VINDICATED TO BRUTE. 
_  Methinks, + madam, the haughty- 
hearted man, takes fire at this what 
would the wicked wretch put che reptile 
and the rational upon an equality ? 
Would he give to the almoſt undiſtin- 
guiſhable atom to the dog that la- 


queys my heel, and to various monſters 


of the foreſt, and the ocean, the ſame 
proſpects with man? with the ere. 
the comprehenſive the ſuperior ? God 
vindicated to brute — oh, infamous! 

1 blaſ- 
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blaſphemous ! inconſiſtent——ſhall the 
ox that I kill for the ordinary ſupply of 


my appetite, and the mule, that I drive 


for my diverſion, be upon a level with 
their maſter—are they not all born to 
accommodate our convenience —are 
they not all put in ſubjection to our 
controul, and do we not treat them ac- 
cordingly.—I have no time to anſwer 
the cavils of ſelf- ſufficiency we will 
proceed cooly, madam.— 

Let us argue this point from the im- 
pulſes. of common ſenſe—in our furvey 
of the ſufferings of brutes, it appeared 
that with a great deal leſs cauſe, they 
underwent, at any rate, as much hard- 
ſhip as men: our inſpection indeed into 


this matter, like our inſpection into the 


calamities of our own ſpecies, was ſlight 


d curfory ; but were we to ſet apart a 


3 Kru pportunity to examine the ſub- 
50 to the * we ſhould find ani- 
mal 


4 * 4 
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mal miſery as extended and as exquiſite 
as human. admit that they are deſti- 
cute of reaſon; and it muſt be owned 
that a nora! ſenſe of the injuries men 
ſuffer, frequently give poignancy to the 
anguiſh : the mind takes; as it were, an 
intereſt in the ſufferings. of the body 4; 
| thus a blow on the face: is refented, not 
becauſe of the pain, but becauſe of the 
idea annexed by the ſoul to ſuch an 
at—and. with reſpect to other miſeries 
and aceidents, the mind by ſympa- 
thizing oſten doubles them. This may 
be brought againſt me as an argument. 
It is none, madam. Even if the ſen · 
ſations of animal pain were merely core 
poreal, they muſt be ſufficiently: ter : 
tible, when we conſider chat they are 
moleſted by every innovation of tor · 
ture— But I do not apprehend their 
ſenſations of anguiſh only Jodily n they 
have not. reaſon, _ „* 
"| uh 8 that 


particularlyeſueh as are ſubdved to the 
domeſtic deminion of man; (kid fuch 
commonly diſplay the moſt amiable 
qualities) is not ſuch as can polſibly 
make that liſe W whote defirable: 
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Alt does: tlie buſieſs of reaſon — 
that man is very oſton put to · the bluſh, 


land is almoſtſbarhed of thei privilege 


that ſets him at the top of the ſcale. 
The: fat; is—brutes are as ſenſible of 
anſutrsdone to each othef as: men 
theſe i they reſent indifferehtly if they 
do not often reſent the barbatities of 
men it is not I ſhould conceive; madam, 
becauſe they do not feel the indignity, 
bur becauſe the' benevolent Creator has 


4mplanted'! in theif hatufes a frog 


principle, either vf terror or obedience 


Dan unkimited idea) of human Jupe- 


riority;)\ or an unlimited idea ef his 9 | 
ranny l Be this as it may certain it is, 


that the Aituation of anltfals tn this life; 
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In a ſtate of nature, where they took : 


peaceful poſſeſſion of | the woods, it 


might be different. In their preſent 


ate of ſubordination to the imperious 


law of man, nothing can exceed their 


miſeries, nor can any miſeries be more 
diverſified. | Will it be urged, that a 


great many of them are ſavage in their 
natures, and cruel to each other, 


that they are at continual war —invade 
the repoſe, property, and'pleafures; of 
one another that they actually ſubſiſt 


by murder and rapine - and that man is 


juſtified 1 in his uſage to them, nor can 
they upon this account fairly claim pro- 
tection or redreſs from Providence. 

This would prove à forry argument. 
Do not men live upon each other are 
not they at perpetual war - ate not 
many of them ſavage in their nature 
do not they diſturb the peace, and in- 


vade wo property of their fellow- cres- 
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ires—is not every paltry trick tried, 
and eyery dirty paſſion put in motion, 
to perplex, over-reach, and fret ont 
another ? —Is not this fo general a fact, 
that the eye ſees the ears ear, and the 
heart feels it every hour? Is it not the 
poſition the hiſtory of the day and 
the evidence of every newſpaper 
ſpreads it not over the moſt diſtant 
climates—from the poliſhed European, 
who ſeizes: his prey under a maſk, to 
the honeſt Hotentot, who roaſts it upon 
the ground, and ſits openly down to 
his banquet ?—and yet where, madam, 
is the man, who would from hence 
argue, that for theſe reaſons they muſt 
never lock up far mercy, but die with- 
out hope, without expectation—with- 
out proſpect? Rather, let them mend 
the imperſections, they have been fo 
a ee to n If the cruel 


An: 8 incli- 
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inclination ſubſiſting in the boſoms of 
particular brutes, ſtrikes them. wich 
horror; let it operate ptperly upon the 
human heart; but let them reflect, that 
the animal never kills, but to a 
the calls of famine, or in its own de- 
fence—bur that the rauonal frequently 
murders for ſport, and — — 
a principle of malignity. c 
The ſtate of animals, Auer they ou 
the preſent world, has been the fubje& 
of very diſtinguiſhed talents ; and fome 
have very warmly contended for their 
immortality. Amongſt ſacred writers, 
Moſes and Solomon, have leaned much 
in their favour: amongſt moderns, Mr. 
Locke, Dr. Hildrop, Soame Jennings, 
and many others, have taken up the 
cauſe : neither have French, Spaniſh, 
or Roman authors, been without con- 


jectures on the ſubject. - So chat I have 
a-fufficient ſanction, to enter the liſt, 
2 
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uſetpl, beautiful, and innocent brings. 
Lock, upon our Favourite how 
harmleſs.!-—how affectionate would it 
not hurt you to conſider, that in a very 
few years, the poor creature muſt pu- 
triſy in the duſt, and, mixing with it, 
ſoon; become; common earth, without 
hope of reſurrection? for my part no- 
thing could give a keener ſhock to my 
ſenſibility than the horrid idea of uni- 
verſal annihilation prevailing over the 
animal world —I proteſt, madam, I am 
almoſt ready to ſhed a tear to the very 
ſentiment Muſt my dear Tabythyetta 
my demure Grimalcena my merry 
Scugypugiſſa (you will pardon me, 
madam, for [talianizing their names, 
there is ſomething ſo dreadfully dull 
and mechanic in the ſound of an Engliſh 
app<llation) muſt all lg ith- that 
An l 2259 G (COMTCL4,9 Gy: 4 Feat 
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But taken unde 1 1 am likely to 
ſwelk my poſtſeript to the unreaſonable 
ſize of my letter, and y et if yo knew 
how extremely painful it is for a man, 
warmed by his fubject and entertain'd 
by his ideas —juſt as that ſubject begins 
to take poſſeſſion of him while a 
ſwarm of benevolent arguments are 
pouring their honey in upon him and 
charm him with the proſpect of carry- 
ing his point if you knew the pangt; 
that lay ing aſide the pen, in ſo delicate 
a moment, coſts a writer - you would 
certainly: pity me - however, I have ſaid 
enough of this matter and every other, 
juſt to ſhew my intentions; and I beg 
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| your ladyſhip—and Lbeg allo my critics 
may conſider the whole as a mere col- 


lection of etehings cho pencil roughly 
run over them the out · lines juſt 
marked but that, the boldneſs the 
graces the proportions the re- touch- 

ings and —the finiſhings,,—muft be the 
- » | buſineſs of ſeyeral ſedate cautious, and 

eee eee r 
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1 which on all ſides attracted my at- 
eention, as I advanced into the city, it 
was late enough in the evening for a 

5 country gentleman to expect more ap- 
| _ yy" of e e and indeed, 
WIE "(07 wy certain 
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certain I am, more than half the inhas 
bitants of my village were aſleep. —_ 

As J paſſed therefore, along ſtreets, 
which were illuminated, and ſhops, 
which exhibited, with an air of often- 
tation, every thing to view, I gave way 
to the perfect fimplicity of my foul, 
and aſked the coachman (for Mr. 
Greaves had now left me) upon what 
public occaſion, theſe rejoicings were 
made ?—Repoicings, your honour, an- 
ſwered the fellow, I ſee no rejoicings 
for my part: the lamps indeed, burn a 
little merrily, but ſo they do every 
night o the year, for the matter of that 
Very well, faid I—drive on briſkly, 
$3 © O. ui ung 
So faid, ſo done; and briſkly he did 
drive with a vengeance; mounting ſuch 
precipices, thundering down ſuch vales, 
turning ſuch corners, clattering over 
* ſtones, and making ſuch angles, 

that 
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that (unuſed to ſo pleaſant an exerciſe) 
I was utterly unable to keep my ſeat, 
and was toſſed about the coach from 
one ſide to the other, till a ſudden jolt 
drove my head incontinently againſt 
the glaſs on the left hand, which gave 
me an opportunity to cut my cheek, 
and hollow forth my diſaſter, to the 
author of it. I ordered him to go leſs 
furioully, aſſuring him, at the ſame 
time, While I applied a bandkerchief 
to my cheek, that l was not an expreſs, 
nor upon any errand that required ſuch 
hazardous expedition Oh, very well, 
replied. this obedient. driver, Fax your 
honour's pardon, but I thought as how 
you might like to go the leng trot. He 
nom det forward, and crept ſo pro- 
vokingly flow, that I had full leiſure to 
contemplate every thing I beheld around 
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At ithe end of a ſtreet; I ſaw a cluſter 
of ſhewy young women, who ſeemed to 
have met by accident, and were rejoi- 
eing at the interview; while the coach · 


man, tlierefore, was indulging his prez 


ſent fit of deliberation, moving as if he 
had a mind to ſtand ſtill— one of the 
ladies very politely walked by the ſide 
of the coach for; ſome time, enquired 
after ini health with great affabilityy 
and at laſt moſt hoſpitably invited me, 
to drint a glaſos of wine with her. Struek 


and genteeb addrefs; and not doubting 
but that ſhe as ſome, young lady who 


had ſeen me either at ſehool, or at my 


village (but whoſe features were worn 


out of my memory) I made her a pro- 
found bow of acknowledgemeat, ex- 


preſſed my concern at not being able to 
accept her flattering offer, but would 


tHe the firſt n to pay her my 
reſpects. 


with the agreeableneſs of her ngure, 
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veſpects. In delivering this ſentence 
(while the good-natured creature ex- 
preſſed her ſatisfaction at ſeeing me, 
even by a gentle preſſure of the hand) 
I had the confidence to look in her face, 
in the hope of recollecting an old friend; 
dut, ſuch was the treachery of memory, 
that, although ſhe actually called me 
twice or thrice,” Ser dear, (which me- 
thought denoted particular intimacy) 
J eould no way recognize her. How- 
ver, 1 was in ſome meaſüre rewarded 
for my pains, by furveying a counte- 
vance, where the roſes and lilies were 
fo #icely blended, the brow fo delicately 
arched; and" the boſom" ſo exquiſitely 
white, that I congratulated "myſelf 
Highly at having found fo amiable an 
"acquaintance; and fignified” my inten- 
tion to wait upon” ry A — 
the n! To: amen on * 
In wel Lu er wining a AR 4 An 
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Al this time, during which, I was 
leaning half out ef the window, the 
coachman was ſtifling a laugh, which, 
when it was no longer to be repreſſed, 
would very well have become the lunga 


of the animals he was driving. At 
length, (he cries, turning himſelf round 
upon his box), why ſhe's a tight going 


thing; your honour, I'll get down and 


open the door, Will you ride with the 
gentleman, Beſs ? what ſay you, hey? 
 Immagining he meant to inſult-my friend, 
whom I was bound in honour and in- 
deed in conſcience to protect, I exerted 
myſelf warmly: in her behalf, inſiſted 
that the fellow ſhould not affront: 19 
acquaintence, but go. directly where he 
was ordered; then, addraſſing the lady, 
Jas preparing a very proper apology 
for this unparalleled: rudeneſs; when tlie 
coachman with a ſaucy: ſnack: of his 


Whip, ſo increaſed- che ſpeed. of the 
horſes, 
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horſes, that 1 found myſelf at u con · 
fiderable diſtance, bee thouglit of 
aſking her direction. ins. EBW. in An 
This, however, I determined on, 
A hophing e bene, by dint of ab- 
ſolute vociſeration, I commanded the 
fellow to drive me back again to the 
lady, as I had forgot to enquire in what 
freer ſhe: reſided, and where I might 
find her houſe; Her hou/e, replied the 
coachman— ſome what ſurlily, it will be 
à difficult jobb of wort to find that, I 
fancy. She's a here-and-thereian, as a 
man may .ſay—ſhe- has no houſe—Ne 
houſe, ſaid 1! And yet (reſumed the 
Heroe of the long laſh) ſhe is pretty well 
known at moſt of the: ;bouſes in town, for 
all that. What, cried I, is ſhe then a 
woman of ſuch difin&iemn. Very great 
diſtinction, he replied; Beſs Bronſby 
Beats round all the bawdy houſes in a 
night, ſometimes—Bawdy Houſes, ſaid 
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1. what is ſhe then—is' rhat lady can 
it be poſſible that—I ſtammered a little; 
and felt the colour in my face I know 


what your - honour would ſay, inter- 
rupted the ohman; and ſhe is all 


that, can aſſure you. Aſtoniſhment 


filenced me, and it was ſome time be- 
fore I was able to ſay, go —_—_ rae 
man, pray go along— 
Reflections now thickened upon me, 
oy thus, at laſt, in the language of fim- 
plicity-and inexperience; I argued. ' 
Fair unfortunate! how I pity thee. 
Thou, - haply, art another Almeria, de- 
teſting thy ſad ſituation, and ſhedding 
many a tear, to the fraud which occa- 
ſioned, and to the diſaſter which con- 
tinues it to thee. Haply ſome father, 
with the feelings of Mr. Greaves, may 
at this very moment, mourn thy loſs, 
and thy wanderings Oh that ſome 
N ſpirit, anfpired with benignity, 
| would 
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would. axeref itſelf in thy fate—would 
exert its friendly endeavours to ſweeten 
it Thy heart may not acquieſce in the 
conceſſions of thy perſan; and if it be 
ſo, (as. ſurely the luſtre of thine eye is 
the luſtre of innocence) doſt thou not 
ſigh- for the compaſſion. of a friend ? 
doſt thou not weep for the boſom of 2 
father? Oh that Providence may beſtow 
theſe. bleſſings upon thee, and mayſt 
thou, in a parent's protection, once 
more find ſhelter from mank ind! 
I had finiſhed this ſoliloquy juſt as 
the coach ſtopt in a ſpacious ſquare at 
the houſe of my relation; and after the 
man had opened the coach-door, I ſaw 
a woman moving along, in no ſituation 
to be envied; for ſhe could by no means 
walk, either direct or angular; and 
tho! well dreſſed, ſhe was ſcrioufly.cur/ing 
herſelf all the way; and proteſted ven · 

geance againſt the very next cs” 
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the ſhould meet——what's the matter 
with you, poor woman, faid 1, ſtepping 
out of the coach: are you ſubje& to 
fits? Fits be d—d, replied the lady— 
O yes, cries the coachman, look your 
honour how woundily ſtrong they are 
upon her now. _ Alack-a-day, poor 
| ſoul, ſhe's got the Aaggers. You lie, 
you ſcoundrel, faid the lady. The 
epachman knocked a che door, and l 


family of my Lt Drunk] faia 
to myſetf, as 1 paſſed through the halt, 
and aſcended the fiair-taſe Fant. 1 2 
well-drefſed woran, drunk in the pud⸗ 
ſic ſtreet, at this time of the night, and 
ufing ſuch tangoage too, becauſe a man 
_ eivilly inquires what's the matter with 
der? Merhinks the Litidbn ladies are a 
little queerifh : Lord help me, I fee, 1 
know no more of the eek of this world 
i... atten arr; 


* LIBERAL OPINIONS. 


yet, than a ſucking. big Courage, 
| Benignus—ſbat world, is {al before | 
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I'was fo cial ane with. my | 
Journey, from never having travelled ſo 
far or ſo long together before, that I 
was under the neceſſity of. aſking per- 
miſſion to withdraw to my apartments 
on after 1 had paid, and received, the 

cuſtomary compliments Aukward mat- 
ters to be ſure, firſt ſalutations are at 
| beſt, but to a, fellow who hath not yet 
rubbed off the baſhfulneſs of a boy, by 
mixing with men, they are horribly 
diſtreſſing, _ 1 do not know that eyerl 
felt a more diſpleaſing ſenſation than at 
my entrance into the room, in which 
* sede her niece, were 
e — fitting, 
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fitting, in all' the primneſs of expecta- 
tion. Starch, ſtiff, laborious formality, 
was viſible in every thing, and I thought 
there was ſomething punctilious in the 
look of the very furniture. But alas! 
I ſoon found the formality was in wy/elf 
—1 was embarraſſed, and therefore 
imagined every thing near me parzook 
the confuſion. - How- miſtaken! No 
ſooner had I expreſſed a wiſh to retire, 
than the wiſh was granted, without any 
pageantry of ceremony: Mrs. Darling: 


houſe as I would do at ti 
Polite woman, ſaid I, as I was fol- 
Wag the. ſervant; to my chamber— 
' this! Mrs. Darlintgton is certainly the 
beſt bred. woman in the world ! There is 
a criſis at which fatigue is favourable to 
repoſe, but a ſingle moment, beyond the 
criſis throws wearineſs on the pillow. 
I was, howeyers Juaky-in/ this py 
Done = * 2 1 


ton deſired I would, do exaily ar Br 


100 LIBERAL OPINIONS. 


and flepr through the night, without 

once waking, to toſs, to turn, or to 
contemplate, The ſun and I got up 
chearfully together, though he did not 
ſeem to riſe with ſo ſj lendid a counte- 
nance here, as I had been uſed to ob- 
ſerve him, through the windows of my 
village. To ſay the truth, the morning 
after my arrival was the moſt lazy-look- 
ing morning I had ever beheld, and yet 
it was ſcarce leſs than fix o'clock when 
I was dreſſed. Time, however, ſeldom 
hangs heavy on a man reſolved. to im- 
prove it, and inelined to be ſatisfied. 


The proſpect from my apartment was 
a MAGE" fquare, with a garden in 


the ceitex. Through this ſquare I faw 
| a woman « in a man blue ſurtout, 
and fauntering along with a pair of pails, 


| mewing as the went, like a cat in diſ- 
Ii ttreſs; then followed a foot-boy, thuf- 
e aan, -91/ de- 
_ 5 lighted: 
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lighted at the conceit of ſhaking the 
ends of a ſack, which hung dver his 
| ſhoulders, into the good woman's pail 
without her perceiving him. Some 
little time after, a ſolitary aſs came 
dreaming beneath panners, which ap- 
peared to contain vegetables for the 
market: at due, and drowzy diſtance;, 
crept: the driver, who loaked, if poſ- 
ſible, more ſleepy than his beaſt: but 
they both knew their buſineſs, and ha- 
bit will carry a pack- horſe, we know, 
to the end of his cuſtomary ſtage with- 
out any eyes at all. It is to be pre- 
ſumed; therefore, in theſe caſes, they 
ſmell their way. Certain it is, the aſs 
with wo legs, and the aſs with double 
that number, croſſed the ſquare blind 
fold, without any deviation from the 
track, that led to the beginning of the- 
next ſtreet. How many, alas! of their 
brethren wander from the right: road, 

14 as 
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as the phraſe is, when broad \awake. 
This deſcendant of the ſagacious Ba- 
Ham, deferyes therefire to be eee 
. 

8 ed e in * idling way ifor 
half an hour, and then went down ſtairs, 
which were carpetted—from top to bot- 
tom. But ſad was the ſurvey of all 
below—#1:l/ as midnight, and nearly as 
dart. The door of the ſtreet was 
chained—the ſhutters were cloſed with 
bars of painted iron—the cricket was 
complaining that the fires were out, 
and the pendulum clickt in its corner, 
a neglected, melancholy monitor. It 

pointed to me, however, the intelli- 
gence of wanting only four minutes to 
ſeven, It gave warning to ſtrike — That 

may be, ſaid I, but I ſappoſe thee 

mayſt ſtrike again and again, before any 

one in this Caſtle of indolence will make 

thee an anſwer, The ſeven o'clock of. 
6h -* © the 
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the country, is indeed'fo very different 
from the ſeven o'clock of London— 
at leaſt the polite part of it that I 
inſtantly ran into the contraſt; for the 
readers will find (if readers I have) that 
I was a deſperate fellow to think, before 
I began to a#; or in other words, 
that while I was all ſentiment; and no 
fact (1 hope the definers of modern 
ſentiment will forgive me) all theory, 
and no practice, it was very unuſual for 
me to let the minuteſt objects paſs, 
without producing a reflection—a ſhort 
converſation with myſelf--an ejaculation. 
—a note of interrogation; or an excla- 
mation: and for the firſt ten years of 
my-life, this laſt matter was ſo very re- 
markable in me, that it became at laſt 
barackeriſtie, and I was diſtinguiſhed 
in ſeveral citelesy! under the name of 
bone Ebu't © Eu dn L 
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As I looked at the clock, which me- 
thought ſpoke very ſenſibly, I could not 
avoid rambling. into a contraff. All I 
have ſeen hitherto, I cried, is a mighty 
indolent collection of creatures, truly. 
Dull, dreary, and ſolemn: now, what 
a different ſace has the time of the day 
in the country a face, not of buſineſs 
only, hut of joy... The milk-maid is 
finging at her pail, the ploughman is 
whiſtling over the furrow, the birds are 
offering up their hymns from the hedges, 
the very. waves of the water ſeem to 
purſue. each ather in ſport, the leaves 
frolick to the gale, and the en 
tripping over the lawns, 

" Akthe clan of this folileguy, I can 
ceived myſelf ſo prettily poetical, that 
+ heartily forgave the gloam which at 
fixſt occaſioned it, and in high good- 
humour with my/elf, re- aſcended the 
ſtair-caſe. 
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Inos laid down with iy reſigna- 
tion on the bed, till I might really hear 
ſomebody ſtirring: but as having no in- 
elination to ſleep, becauſe I had nothing 
40 di (which i is however no uncommon 
excuſe for indolence) I refolved to em- 
ploy the period, in which Lwas thus 

aut up from ſoeiety, in ſketching a 
ſabeme of | life,” and laying a. a my 
oonduütt! in the,. capital. 

Oh imagination, gasse *. 
a; ſorcereſs - what a witch art thou! 
How doſt thou take reaſon by the hand, . 
leading her through att thy lovely wil«- 
derneſs of mazes; now into the receſſes 

of the ſhade; now into the àavenues of - 

funſhineſtill intricate—ſtill entertains - 

ing till the youthful: adventurer puz- 

| ed as: pleaſed in the purſuit, profes . 
Ft | If # onward.i | 
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onward with too enterprizing @ fep, till 
thou leaveſt him, on a ſudden—a miſ- 
guided ſtranger in a Fairy Land. 

_ -+ Surely fancy never promiſed plea- 

_ fanter ſcenes, or painted more delight- 
ful figures, than at this moment, danced 
before me, in all the luxury, and deco- 

ration of romance! 

Thou art now, ſaid I, benen in 
the capital of the Britiſh world; a for- 
tune to accommodate, with a heart to be- 
foto ſome little diſcernment to ee, 
and much health to enjoy. But pr'ythee 
now, my good lad, treaſure up the hints 

which have been given thee, learn wiſ- 

{| dom from the wiſe, and get underſtand- 

i | 3 ing from experience. Already haſt 
=_ thou ſeen ſomething worth memoran- 

dum + Extract uſeful morals. from the 

whole. Thus runs the catalogue: thou 
haſt ſeen in the grocer, that /e/fiſone/s is, 
at beſt, but a dirty, ſordid road to 

ES, | hap- 
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happineſs; and in Blewitt, that benevo- 
lence ſnould condeſcend to be guided by 
diſcretion. In Greaves behold the gold- 
en characters of ſenſibility and æconomy 
—of tenderneſs, diſciplined by pru- 
dence, of bounty regulated by reaſan. 
The manners of thy villagers may ſerve 
to ſhew thee, that thou wilt meet with 
much ,diſcontent—miſtake, and rude- 
neſs in thy migrations. The man who 
travels, muſt pay for his curioſity. In 
thy curate thou mayſt ſee that the ſyſ- 
tem of pbiigſopbic patience is not proof 
againſt a fooliſh. ſpark from a tobacco-- 
pipe; and in the ways of thy earlier, 
play- mates, thou obſerveſt, that he who 
endeavours to do a great deal of good, 
mult have fartitude enough to bear 
calmly a great deal of mortification. 
Fore- warned, therefor ©, fore-armed; be * 
that thy maxim. Act with deliberatign: 
thau haſt already met, even fince = 
F 6. arrival 
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arrival in London ſtrange matters—an 
obſtinate coachman; a lady of diſtincti- 
on without any ſettled babitation; and 
a woman. ſtrolling intoxicated through 
the ſtreet at ten o'clock. Prepare thy- 
ſelf, therefore, for eddities of all. ſorts. 
Keep honeſt prudence ever before you, 
and as thou journeyeſt along, eſteem 
ben as the ſafeſt monitor of thy youth. 
Be very cautious, and be very happy. 
This well- connected and ſolid chain 

of argument, put me in ſuch high ſpirits, 
and made me (in my own conceit) ſo 
very clever a fellow, I could lie no long- 
er; but, ſpringing from the bed with 
the agility of a man, delighted with a 
flattering idea, I danced about the room 
ab Iight as a feather; and ſeriouſly be- 
lieving; I was now a match for all the 
artifices- of the world, I cared not how 

ſoon I ſallied forth to encounter them. 
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Buy this time, my watch poſitively de- 
clared it was eight # clock, and began 
again to liſten, whether the- morning 
had yet commenced in ZLondin. Theard: 
a fbot moving ſoſtly upon the ſtairs x: 
there was ſomething ſociaFin the found, 
and in going towards it, I ſaws the 
maids, cautiouſly deſcending with their 
ſboes in one hand; and candlefticks in 
the other. As 1 paſſed by them, they 
ſtared, as if to ſarisfy-rhernſelves,: he- 
ther it was really the frange gentleman, 

or the ſtrange gentleman's apparition. 
A ſtrange gentleman aſſuredly they 
thought me, for upon aſking \ how long 
it would be before breakfaſt, und that, 
with the beſt - nature Adden in che 
world, they replied with grear aftoniſhs- 
ment— breakfaſt, fir! why it is but a 
little paſt epht o'clock—O'-an't it, ſaid 
I—viſhing not to ſeem a greater ſool 
a cen! wb it, my dear; I 
declare, 
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declare, I ſuppoſed it might be almſt 
nine Mine, fir, anſwered the other, 
majd—would you pleaſe.torbreakfaſt ſo 
| foon as nine then? No no child, I re- 
plied, I will wait till your ladies. get up- 
That will be.'twixt twelve and one, cried; 
the girl. She now quite. did for me, 
and I went, ſneaking up the ſtairs a, 
third time, feeling the. ridicule of my 
own. figure, and repeating the words. 
twelve and one, with, aſtoniſſing em- 
Phaſis at every ſtep, inſomuch that, as 
I. mounted in the. climax, I abſolutely, 
ſtamped again: and thus diſturbed: the. 
y. by. ringing. the. chapges pen: 
"Well, faid 1. n ek, this, 
is/@ pleaſant exiſtence truly——why; {for 
oughs J ſee, a, man's life, in this town, 
ſhould be eſtimated, rather by the num 
ber of. nights than days: fifty years out; 


of the threeſcore and ten, of a London 
3 af, * life, 
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life, are paſſed between the hlantets—ſo 
that, allowing, upon an average, ten 
more to dreſſing, undreſſing, eating and 
drinking two to ſauntering, five to ſick - 
neſs, and two, to paying, and receiving. 
viſits, there remains but the ſolitary 
unite either to be good or bappy. Hea- 
ven help me! I am afraid I have got, 
in a ſtrange family; for it can xever bez: 
that this great ſeat of trade and pleaſure, 
ſhould be ſuch a dreadful dormitory as 
that comes to—No—no—l have hit 
upon the fact, Mrs. Darlington s is A Parr 
ticular family, and contains a very 
heavy- headed tribe. Be this as it may, 
1 will have at leaſt the prudence to hold 
my tongue, whatever, uſe I make of my 
eyes. Indeed I will be cautious in every! 
thing : ſaying this, I applied once more 
to the window for entertainment; and 
ſeeing a poor fellow at that time ſitting 
down in the ſquare to breakfaſt on a 
dirty | 
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opened the ſaſſi to aſk what: obgeCtion 
he had to butter? None — ſaid the poor 
oreature — no objection in the world, fir- 
— but I: am a child of forrow—and. had: 
not lady Pamper's-dop; (that lives at 
of bread, 1! ſhould not have had any. 
breakfaſt ;, lad is better than none, you 
— fir; I have reſolved to be cau- 
flous; friend; ſaid 1; but 1 ſee-you: are 
band 'pancked; and ſo=there's/ 4 ſhil- 
ling: for. you. I ckſed- the: window, 
priding myſelf upon having diſplayed 
that true medium betwixt bounty and 
profuſion; in giving ove ſhilling inſtead 
of . Fes, yes, ſaid I, I % there 
is nothing n is an 
derte ere & 2 
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"In theſe a I ER at 
till about ten minutes paſt twelve, When 
a footman, with a bunch of - twiſted 
papers at his ears, came to acquaint. mes 
that the ladies were waiting tea for me in 
the library; Lobe yed this ſummons with 
pretty much that ſort of joy which a 
priſoner might be ſuppoſed to feel on 
receipt of an unexpected reprieve. 

Mrs. Darlington and her niece were 
ſeated at an elegant tea · table, at which, 
a ſuperb. ſervice, of plate and china were 
exhibited. The tea was meaſured from 
a ſilver canniſter, and poured” from a 
golden urn — but the oon tide ſun came 
rather too rudely into the room that 
odious light puts out one's eyes, ex- 
claimed the matron lower the blinds, 
Alicia. Good day to you, ladies, ſaid 
| 1. 
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I, if. it is not 700 ſoon - 1 unluckily aimed 


at humour, in this ſalutation. Why it 
is rather too ſoon, exclaimed the young 


dcn. to ro call it day already 5 but Jou 


the lark, and go to bed with — e 
is not that the maxim? Pray draw a chair, 
couſin, ſaid Mrs. Darlington never 
mind that noily:thing, ite ee end 
get your breakfaſt. Lord; couſin; re- 
plied Alicia, what do vou call this! 
Gemini! erimini! what have you got 
here? —ſhe lifred up the ſkirt of my 
coat, which had been the work of x 

rural taylor, and was not, (ir ſeerns) 
quite Tidirulous enough for the London 
taſte. This really 20 do, Benignus, 
ontinued miſs Darlington: hope you 
reſted agreeably; couſin, faid Mrs. 
Darlington. — But I ſee, my good reader, 
there will be no end of your fays 3 


8 142 1 
4 > gon 
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and ſays fbe's in this caſe— ſo I'll een 
throw the Mü r b into 


dialogue. 
Alicia. It's a bovely fine morning, 
Benignus! 0539 08 ze 


Mrs. D. What will mer: do with 
yourſelf after breakfaſt, couſin? 
Alicia. Do you drink agar? 
Mrs. D. I ſuppoſe you will ſmile at 
| our cr 5 & nf Sibel en angrtton 
Alicia. Shall L make n _ 
6500 0 N EZ D999 238 2 
Mrs. D. I _ your make long 


ſtay with us ? Bi Sf I 41-42 
Alicia. 1 dure ay, yo admire this 
country? 107 KS I 223." 


Mrs. D. You don't eat, a. Þ 


Alicia. Do* Ages find "ad tea * 


ble, couſin? bes! T; 
Mrs. D. L's am | AE you breakfaſt 
too late? ty Mandan ir ban 
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FTheſe interefing queſtions all paſt; 
aud repaſt, like the rebounds of battle- 
door and ſhuttle-cock, in about the 

{nace of one minute; ſo that, in at- 
tempting to reply to each, I was kept 
in a continual ſtutter, now directing 
myſelf to the aunt, and now to the 
niece. At laſt came on an interval, 
which 1 did not fail to fill up, by in- 
forming the ladies, in a confuſed man- 
ner, by way of general anſwer : that I 
reſted well, —it was indeed a fine morning 
— drank ſagar did nor propoſe fay- 
ing long—liked the country—perhaps,. 
upon trial, might like London better 
would take the cream juſt as I ſound 
it, but did 2 to ent any ns 
t preſent. 

While I was thus ſ] ,caking witk a tre · 
muldus voice, the old lady ſlanted her 
head till her right ear was exactly 
2 parallel to my — and 

Heis 
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Alicia was biting her lips, and catching 
her breath, as if labouring to ſubdue 
the hickup. What does my couſin ſay, 
Alicia? cried Mrs. Darlington, ſtall re- 
maining on the ſlope—what is he talk- 
ing about? Alicia then, with a very 
grave face, and moſt audible force, re- 
cited the ſubſtance of my ſpeech. I 
now found that Mrs. Darlington was de- 
fective in the faculty of hearing; fhe 
Was indeed ſo extremely deaf, as fearce to 
- underſtand the notes of her niece, which 
I had afterwards reafon to believe, were 
in no degree wanting in ſhrillneſs. 
When Mrs. Darlington, therefore, 
dealt forth her interrogotaries, they 
were intended only as a proper quan- 
tum of that Inoffenſive chit-char, well 
adapted to the tea-table, and oft as 
agreeably inſipid as the tea itſelf, Aud 
as ſhe never heard one fyllable, of the 
pertiname queſtions with which mis 
| Alicia 
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Alicia plied me, [ſhe imagined her in- 


quiries to run thus: What will you do 


with yourſelf after breakfaſt, my dear 


couſin? As you are ſo great an admirer 


of the country, I fear at firſt, the time 


will hang heavy on your hands in town. 
You will ſmile at our dignifying water 
and milk; with the name of cream; and 
as you don't cat, I am afraid we break- 
faſt too late for your uſual time. Now 


.theſe. ſentences (with little momentary 


pauſes between) would have been 


pleaſing enough: and to do Mrs. Dar- 


lington juſtice, it muſt be confeſſed ſhe 


did make at leaſt a comma at each; 
but Alicia, who was both a wit, and a 


wag, ran her notes of interrogation, ſo 


deſtroyed her aunt's ſtops, and my en- 


deavours to anſwer, but played upon 
the imperfection of Mrs. Darlington, 


made me ſit as if I was labouring under 
17, | a vio- 
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a violent impediment, and confounded 
the whole converſation. Nor, was this 
all: Alicia ſpeaking provokingly in 
a low voice, could not be heard 
in any, degree by the poor lady, 
nor in her preſent oblique, poſture 
could this fun- loving Alicia, be 
e/ en ſeen; 35 for Mrs. Darlington was 
ſitting on a contrary ſide of the chair, 
very attentiyely waiting my replies. It 
is more than poſlible, that Mrs. Dar- 
lington ſuppoſed L Was actually making 
my reſponſes very regularly, and that, 
upon principles of politeneſs, the. ra- 
ther bore the mortiſication of loſing 
every ſyllable, than give a ſtranger to 
her infirmity the trouble of repeating 
his ſentiments. She was a woman of 
real faſhion, and the inſtant ſhe under-" 
ſtood from her rogueiſh interpreter, that 
I deſigned: to employ my morning in 
Nies, a tranſient ſurvey, of the town, 

| ſhe 
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ſhe ſaid her coach was now, and would 
always be at my ſervite; but when ſhe 
found I choſe walking, ſhe directed her 
footman to order Benjamin to attend 
me, adding, that, againſt my next ex- 
curſion ſhe would ſee out amongſt her 
young friends for a more ſuitable com- 
panion. This advance of friendſhip re- 


inſtated her in my eſteem. I pitied her 


misfortune, and began again to think 
ſhe was the beft natured woman breath- 
ing: Of the young lady, however, I 
made a memorandum; and fet her 
down' in the volume of extraordinaries. 
In ſomething leſs than a quarter of an 


hour after the tea-things were removed, 


2 young fellow of a florid complexion, 
With his hair curling in his neck, came 
to inform te Mr. Abrahams would 
wait upon me in five ſeconds. Mr. 
Abrahams, was the ſteward of Mrs. 
Datlington's eſtatbe, and had great ſhare 
8 alſo 
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alſo in the management of her domeſtic 
affairs; and my couſin, willing to ac- 
commodate me in the beſt manner, 
went out herſelf to order the ſaid 
feward, rather than a common menial 
adherent, to attend me. At the time 
this meſſage was brought me, Alicia 
and I were looking over the books, with 
the titles of every one of which (nume- 
rous as they were) ſhe appeared to be 
acquainted ; ſhe peruſed the bearer of 
this meſſage, as accurately as poſſible, 
the moment he entered; and indeed 
he was a very page ſubje& for female 
criticiſm. 

Mr. Benjamin—for Benjamin it was, 
—was the nephew of this Mr. Abra- 
hams—the footman out of livery to Mrs. 
Darlington—and the favourite of Mrs. 
Darlington's niece. He was now ha- 
bited in a light green coat and waiſtcoat, 
neat buck-ſkin breeches, brown thread 

R * ſtock- 


* 


122 LIBERAL OPINIONS. 
ſtockings, a ruffled ſhirt, ſhining ſhoes, 
and filver buckles. Nor were orber ne- 
ceſſary appendages wanting; ſuch as an 
hazle ſwitch, headed with a piece of 
ivory, in his hand; a cravat, which, 
with a narrow edging, and tied careleſsly, 
adorned his neck—a garnet breaſt- 
buckle in the form of a heart, and a 
bunch of baubles depending from his 
watch; in a word, he might very well 
have paſſed for a .young nobleman, 
- whoſe paſſions, gravitating towards the 
kennel and the ſtable, had juſt come to 
London for the day, on purpoſe to have 
the pleaſure of riding home 70-morrow ; 
chiefly for the ſupreme exploit of telling 
his acquaintances how many ſcore of 
miles he can ride betwixt /un-riſe and 


fan-ſet. 
As Alicia ſeemed to pay ſome ſort of 
reſpect to him, I inclined my head, at 
his entrance, rather nearer tlie earth 
than 
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than was neceſſarys or indeed; to ſpeak 
more properly, I was rather more poliie 
than the eſtabliſhed laws of Tubordina- 
tion preſcribe: for, having nothingabout 
his dreſs that marked his real ſtation (e- 
cept a broad fringe of ſilver that forround- 
ed the button of his hat, which I did not 
directly take notice of, the hat being 
then under his arm), Mental as eaſily 
be miſtaken for my lord himſelf; as iy 
lord's favourite jockey. Mr. Benjamin 
was, however, I find my lady's gentle- 
man; and a ſmart, tight, tating lad he 
was, as ever came à volunteer into tHe 
honourable ſervice. "Which way do 
vou intend to ramble,” faid' Aticia, 
ſpeaking to me, and lboking at Berg- 
min? Through the Park, mifs, I an- 
ſwered for no other reaſon, but becauſe 
it was the only place T could venture to 
talk about, without danger of feeling 
her wit. Tell your uncle chen, Ben 

K „ I be- 
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Lbelieven deed ſhe might ſay Mr.Ben— 
tell your uncle he muſt go with my 
coz. through St. James's; ſo then up by 
Weſtminſter: Abbey, and /o.chon by the 
Houſe, of Lords, and _/o then home by 
Pall Mail; you'll retura;. by dinner, 
Benignuf? I poſſible ſaid I-—lvoking 
ſeriouſly, at my watchrwif poſſible,” bur 
pray « don't let me wait; you. fee. it is 
| now, one o clock —ſo that I am afraid I 
can't promiſe Why not, cried Alicia, 
why not, you have four hours good, and 
the deuce is in it, if you will not have 
had enough for one day, long enough 
before then? I had totally forgot again 
the new regulation of times and ſeaſons; 
albeit made the beſt of my miſtake: 
then you. dine at five, couſin Soon 
f after it, ſaid ſhe... Very well, I rejoined, 
then you may depend on me, and if Mr. 
Benjamin will go ſee for his nel I 
will ſet off di—— — "15 TW 490 
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1 would” have been p. 
nounced; had not the two laſt ſyllables 
of that word, been cut off, by the ap- 
pearance of Mr. Abrahams himſelf. 
This ſerious perſonage was altogether 
different, both in look and dreſs, from 
his nephew Mr. Benjamin; being rather 
ſwarthy, than fair, and formal than 
ſpruce. Now then, young fir, if you 
pleaſe, ſaid he, not much in the tone of 
aà domeſtic — now, let us make bay, 
while the ſun ſhines, with all my heart 
Mr. Abrahams, I replied, for we ore 
ſomething late. Better late than never, 
faid the ſteward - miſs Alicia your hum- 
ble ſervant; Benjamin, I underſtand 
from my lady, thee” art to follow. us. 
Ben bowed, Alicia curtſied, Abrahams 
d his neck, as if he hated cempli- 
91 63 ment, 


of faligſactian that crowned the whole. 
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ment, (that is to pay it) and I, went ſcrap- 
ing like a ſchool-boy, out of the room. 

And now it was that the expreſſion of 
Mr. Greaves. became forcibly exem- 
Plified 3 ſor, K. curioſity F indeed, | paid 
the debt to ſurrounding ſplendour;“ 
my eyes and heart were immediately 
taken captive, and led, not unwillingly, 
in the pleaſing chains of inexhauſted 
upvelty. I walked amid che ambition 


of buildings, and the clatter of carri- 


ages, as if under enchantment; and at 


the entrance of the Mall (which was on 
chat day, crouded with company), I did 
not think chat tlie paradiſe of Mahomet 


Sould be more elegantly diſplayed: for 
here, beauty, wealth, and elegance, 
wee on all ſides exhibited, and what 
chiefly: pleaſed me, was the appearance 


The dreß and dileourſe of every party 


wight be various, W 


ell L to 


by 
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to be uniform: an ill tempered man 
would here have * his errand, and 
gone home diſappointed : the ladies 
were ſprightly, and ſmiling; the gen- 
tlemen were affable, and gallant; youth 
and age appeared equally to be de- 
lighted, and my heart ſo ſympathized 

and expanded, at the view of ſo many 
hundreds of my fellow- creatures ſocial 
and agreeable, that I could not help 
catching Mr. Abrahams by the hand, 
and in the genuine effuſions of tranſport, 
exclauruag, Heaven and earth! my 
dear, what a joyful proſpe#, is this! A 
 jofwl proſpect, quoth the ſteward 
Alack !—alack, fir much cry, and 
little wool, —all is not gold that glit- 
ters—fronti nulla fides.— Benjamin, an't 
that there fellow, who laughs fo loud, 
along with the woman there, in a blue 
ſack, the poor devil who came with a 
diamond ring for me to buy the other 
| 64 day 


_ 
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day —verily, I think it's he.—Yes fir, 
ſaid Benjamin, tis he, ſure enough — 
Why he looks the merrieſt of the whole 
groupe, ſaid I.—That very ſcoundrel, 
replied Abrahams, is the moſt notori- 
-ous Black- legs in town; he has ruined 
his whole family, and is twenty thou- 
ſand pounds in debt. Mercy upon us 
ſaid Benjamin, lifting up his hands !— 

' mercy upon us! Heigho! ſighed I— 
who would think it? Ah! hal cried 
Benjamin ſoftly, yet with ſome emotion, 
there ſhe is, by gingo!— Here he 
plucked me gently by the ſleeve, aſking 
me, in a whiſper, if I took notice of a 
young -woman on one. of the benches, 

| and if I did not think ſhe was the mop 
| © bandſomeſt creature I had ever ſeen, 
ſince I had eyes in my head? The latter 
part of this queſtion, was uttered rather 

_ warmly, ſo that before I had time to 
© anſwer it, Abrabams turned about, 
: and 
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and Benjamin (WO all along kept 1 
ful diftaiice) flunk*behind.* We now 
paſt by & perſon, whom Mr. Abrahams 
faluted ver. "6bſequiouſly, calling him 
bis honour,” inquiring after his family, 
and profeſſing himſelf at parting, his 
noſt obedient, and eternally devoted ſer- 
vat. That muſt be à moſt reſpectable 
character thought T to myſelf; and 1 
long to oe him: Pray Mr. Abra- 
hams, what worthy gentleman was that, 
you ſhook by the hand—A x — oe 
tleman, fir? replied Abrahams; as er- 
rant a raſtal as any in the three king- 
doms burning the candle at both 
ends has got fix ſons—muſt come all 
to the pariſh—and is, at this very time; 
in treaty with an Bonet man, who ban 
faved up a trifle by induſtry, to ſupply 
him with a cool thouſand upon the Ia. 
mortgage. And ſo then, (thought ) 
well- bred perſons ĩt ſeems; are: the me 
1199 | G 5 obedient” 
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_ obſerving that, grade vas the thing, and 
chat every ather Point upon earth was 


Seen. And aternally deupted fervent; 
gl the rant naſcal; in the three king 
doms..Aod.to ſhew. their; politeneſs the 
more eminently, will even. ſhake this 
igentice!, reſcal by the hand, with the 
fame, gondiality, chat they would em- 
bracę a ve honeſt fellow. Nas tg 
„eh chis time we had got to che top of 
the Park, and having now had a view 


Al the geen parts of the town, I ex- 


Preſled a, defire to walk rather, into 
ſame, of the ſtreets; of buſineſs, than 
into che gloom of Weſtminſter- Abbey: 
Axim which the ſteward gladly obeyed, 


talk and. laſh, and flummery, and non- 
ſenſe, and nothing at all, Benjamin 
ſeemed much to with e would take 
another turn down the Mall, but per- 
erixiag his uncle againſt it, dared not 
beslatate ; though I cou, plainly per- 
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ceive the poor lad's heart was upon ↄne 
of the benches. 3 

Accordingly we plunged into the 
great ſcenes of buſineſs, and had go 
ſooner got within Temple bar, than the 
cantraſt became ſo viſible, that the 
building appeared to be the boundary 
of a different world, inhabited by a dif- 
ferent race of mortals. A ſtep of diſ- 
patch, an eye of attention, and a face 
of care, diſtinguiſhed. almoſt all we 
met, from almoſt all we had Jeff. If 
one neighbour met another, he took 
him. haſtily by the hand, nodded his 
head, and preſſed eagerly forward: 
whereas, on the contrary, I obſerved 
parties in the Park, ſaunter indolently 
along, or form themſelves into little 
ſocieties, and ſometzmes hold a long 
converſation. Here alſo, the beaſt, 
ſeemed to ſhare the impatience of the 
man; the very horſes, as if animated 
G 6 by 
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by the general hurry, were either vigo- 
 rouſly toiling in the car, or bounding 
"along with the coach: even death was 
; diſregarded ;' and the hearſes rolled 
beſide vs with all the ſprightlineſs « of 
bridal chariots; nay, 1 beheld a fellow 
running a-croſs the way, with a coffin 
over his ſhoulder; and heard him at 
the ſame time curſe a ſcavenger, who 
obſtructed his way. Ss „ pe 
Abrahams jogged on with the utmoſt 
indiffererice, except that now and then, 
"he ſaid, he wiſhed Mrs. Darlington lived 
in the city, and that he thought Thames- 
ſtreet infinitely preferable to all the 
Jumble” of St. James's. At laſt he diſ- 
patched Benjamin with an errand,' firſt 
aſking my permiſſion. The errand 
luckily happened to lie at Charing- 
croſs; and Benjamin, either out of af- 
fection he bore his uncle, or ſome other 
perſon, ran forward as faſt as his legs 
* 3 could 
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could carry him. I now took a peep 
into the hops, in every window of which 
was diſplayed a moderate fortune. Every 
thing that could give taſte to attracting 
trifles, or decorations to that which was 
actually neceſſary; all that could ac- 
commodate the perſon with convenience, 
with luſtre, and with magnificence, lay 
open to the eye. The agreeable and 
glittering temptations were indeed ſo 
artfully diſpgſed, and ſo ſkilfully had 
Invention varied Her trinkets, that the 
paſſenger was irreſiſtibly invited to lay 
out his money; and yet Abrahams, ſel- 
dom turned his head, even to look at 
them. I was much captivated by the 
glaſs-caſe of a jeweller, when, ſtopping 
to look over the ſplendid toys which it 
contained, I aſked the ſteward if he 
was not amazed to ſee ſo many pretty, 
ſhewy contrivances ? Not at all amazed, 
anſwered he, fir, to ee _ but very 
much 


and e me, wich flippant affability, 


134, LIBERAL, OPINI ONS. 
much amazed to think there are any 
people weak and ignoramus enou gh to 
buy them; ; but, as I always ſaid, a fool 
and his money is ſoon parted. There 
| 28 4. little box however, which p 
cularly pleaſed me, and which, I was 
reſolyed to purchaſe, in defiance of all 
the proverbs of Solomon or Abrahams ; 
1 went into the ſhop, while Abrahams, 
ſtood grinning at the door, as much as 
to ſay, he did not like the buſineſs. 
The trader was one of the neateſt, beſt 


ſpoken, obliging beingsthat everhopped 
round a counter; his face was exceed- 


ing pale, and made ſtil] paler by the 


powder on his pate, which was rather 
flat than oval, but there was a gaiety 
in his eyes (even though they were 
grey), which compenſated for ſomething 
of deadneſs, in the reſt of his counte- 
nance. He drew out the glaſs adroitly,. 


the 
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the hiſtory and intent of eyery bauble. 
I was really quite taken with the man's 
politaſe and though I had po fort of 
intention to buy more than the little 
box, yet he ſo alearly proyed to me the 
indiſpenſible neceſſicy and uſe of ſeveral 
articles, of which: I never before had 
an idea, or indeed knew that the world 
— in it any ſuch articles, that, 
in leſs than twenty minutes, this cour- 
teous jeweller abſolutely talked me out 
of ſeven, guineas and a half. I made 
purchaſe of a ſnining chain for my watch, 
whieh the trader proteſted was the moſt 
delicate workmanſhip in the three kingdoms 
Il bought two cryſtal ſeals, becauſe 
he very properly obſerved, that a good 
chain ought to have handſome appendages, 
in the ſame manner as a good houſe 
ought to have handſome furniture. I 
bought a ſilver tooth · pick caſe, becauſe 
he hoid no. gentleman was without one, 


Hr and, 
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and beſides they locked mighty pretty 
in the hand after dinner: theſe, with 
with which 1 departed, and as I went 
out of the door, informed” Mr. Abra⸗ 
hams (with ſomewhat of triumph in the 
tone of my voice) of my bargain, aſking 
him at the ſame time; if he did not 
think I had them pennywortb / 
A penny worth; fir l==eried the ſte- 
| W (ſneering up his upper-lip, till 
it touched the tip of his noſe, and 
twitching up the waiſtband of his 
breeches with infinite diſdain, though 
not ſo as to tear them) # penny worth 
very man knows his own buſineſs. 
beſt Some ſave, and ſome do not fave 
many reſervoirs many fountains 
Don't you think them cheap then, ſaid 
1?—The Lord knows, ſir, anſwered 
Abrahams What's cheap to one, may 
* another, you know—Many 
men,, 
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men, many minds But what do you 
think rejoined Il?'——Think—replied 
the ſteward, raiſing his voice about four 
notes, — think —Why I think — but I 
don't nevertheleſs preſume to judge for 
_you—yet I fay, I think I would look at 
the trumpery once, and my ſeven golden 
guineas ſeven and twenty ' thouſand 
thouſand times, before I would part 
with a braſs happeny for all the things 
in the raſcal's ſhop; for not a thing 
there can I ſee that a reaſonable man 
has any ſort of occaſion for. Why, 1 
have lived in this fame London, now 
ſir, eight and forty years, and better 
than forty-eight, — have ſeen all the 
catch. penny conundrums that ever were 
invented to take people in, and yet I 
never laid out a crooked ſix pence upon 
any of them; and, what's better ſtill, 
I hope (with God's grace) I never ſhall ; 
for, between you and I, fir, thoſe ſhew- 


away 


1 
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away fellows are mere pick-pockets, 
mere pick · pockets raſcals that live by 
ſnatch and catch: and will have one 
hand in your fob, as I may ſay, while 
t' other is ſqueezing you out a welcome 
—No, fir—ſolid buſineſs —merchandize, 
brokerage, and ſuch fair and ſquare 
dealings, are the things for me, 

The ſtructure of St. Paul's now com- 
manded my notice, and 1 looked at it 
as worthy the Deity to whom it was 
devoted; and the Apoſtle (ſaid I to 
Abrahams) whoſe name it bears, might 


not bluſh to preach in it. It is a vaſt 


piece of work, to be ſure, anſwered the 


ſteward, cautiouſiy pulling out his 
| watch, and regulating it by the dial, 
but 1 never was nearer it than I am 
now: 1 am pretty right I believe If 
you chooſe to ſee the inſide, I will at- 
tend you to the warder, and wait at the 
| door till you return. e poſſible, 


** 


ſaid 
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ſaid I, that you could be ſo many years 
in town, and let ſuch an edifice as this 
eſdape you? Very poſſible, he replied, 
thatd ſhould ſcape, as you. call it, 'this 
edifice, . and every other of the like 
kind; for I never ſer my foot within 
a church ſince I was born. No l cried 
1, in aſtoniſnment. No, replied the 
Reward, never, indeed. Doctors and 
doctrines differ you know, ſir In this 
town there are many religions - Many 
religions, Mr. Abrahams l-——1 mean, 
ſaid Abrahams, many ways of being re- 
ligious - But ſurely, the eſtabliſhed pro- 
teſtant, ſaid 11 Eſtabliſhed fiddleſtick, 
quoth Abrahams (prudently depoſiting 
his watch into his fob, as he heated in 
his argument) —what matters it whe- 
ther I chooſe to perform my journey on 
horſe- back, or on foot, by this road, 
or by tliat? So as I get to the inn at 
ey" chers enough. What's that to 
8 you? 
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- you? under favour, ſir What's that to 
you ? I'll tell you what, young gentle- 
man, churches. and chapels are all à 
joke; a man may be as much in the 

way of working out his ſalvation as he 
walks along the ſtreets, as if he was 
to wear out the knees of his breeches by 
prayer. Faith and good works hope 
and charity. Good works, above all 
things, that's the point— that's the creed 

— that's little He that's ſalvation, ſir 

The drops of diſputation began to 

ſtart in his forehead, and he collected 
as much wind into his mouth as he poſ- 
ſibly could, that he might cool his fer- 
ment with a whew——1 looked at him 
without ſpeaking,—becauſe I really did 
not know what to ſay. He had not, 
indeed, yet done, for though the preſs 
of people began ſuddenly to be ſevere, 
this good man, in ſpite of ſweat or 
. muttered forth ſeveral heavy 
ſarcaſms 
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ſarcaſms againſt pulpits, parſons, churches, 
and chapels; ſtill inſiſting that good works. 
alone, would fave the ſoul. Though 
did not extremely reliſh Mr. Abrahams“ 
ſyſtem, yet I honoured him for his prin- 
ciple, as to good works, and began to 
believe, that, however he might be miſ- 
taken, in ſome of his maxims, his grand 
tenet was right, and might poſſtbly 
make heh a mann un of ſo- 
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= the croud, hen the ſteward per- 
ceived he had loſt one of his ſhoe- 
buckles: a diſcovery which produced 
much agitation, and a reſolution (with 
my leave) to bunt after it, when the 
People Nets diſperſed; by which means, 
bay | favs 


Hugs and ſix pence. I ſhan't be able 
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ſays he, at leaſt, I ſhall perhaps obtain 
foe part of it. I repreſented: to him 
che little likelihood of this, Sie, repliett 
he, with a rueful tone and geſture, 
pointing to his foot ſir, don't you ſee 
that it is flver—Silver, firy ſolid ſilver, 
as 1 hope to be ſaved! and thirteen 
years ago, the pair coſt me nine ſhil- 


to anſwer it to my conſcience if I don't 
ſee after it; beſides, I had rather ſpend 
a pound than loſe a penny. Very true, 
ſaid I, Mr. Abrahams, I ſee you have 
ſo many ſtrong arguments in your fa- 
vour, that we will wait till the coaſt is 
a little clear, and then, for conſcience 
fake, I will affiſt you in the ſearch. 
Mean time, fir, (ſaid Abrahams, highly 
pleaſed with my condeſeenſion) ſuppoſe 
you were to amuſe yourſelf in that book- 

ſeller's ſhop' (where you may look over 
all _ books, ſuck is the convenience 
I of 
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of a lounging place, wi thout laying out - 
any thing) while I will keep my ground, 
and ſee that nobody ſtoops to take up 
my buckle, and fo march off with wy 


property There are ſharpers, fir, at 
every corner of this town; and un- 
luckily, there is more gape about this 
curſed ſpot, with pictures on the one 
fide, and a damned great lumbering 
building, (God forgive mel) on the 


other, than at any quarter of the whole = 


city. He now ftood, fixed as a rock, 
and vigilant as a lynx; while I, pur- 
ſuing his advice, ſauntered into the np 
of a bookſeller. 


There are ſeveral places in this me- 
tropolis, (and indeed all over this king- 
dom), particularly adapted to encourage 
wleneſs. A bookſeller's, a barber's, a 
Chandler's, and a milliner's ;/ and theſe, 

both in London and in the country, 
are — famous for ſheltering 
1 
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thoſe, people who have little 2% do, and 
much to ſay. Hence we conſtantly find 
them filled. and frequented by indolents 
ol all denominations. Half- pay officers, 
gentlemen who live, as they term it, 
on their means, and gentlemen who 
live upon ways, without any means at 
all; ladies who ſet the faſhions, ladies 
whe fallow the faſhions, and ladies who 
only love to ſee and talk about the ſa- 
ſhions, without any power to do more, 
than hobble i in the train, at an humble, 
imitative diſtance : : theſe are connected 
with the milliner. The barber and the 
chandler, for the vulgar; and the book- 
ſeller, for the MET the learned, and the 
laborious. , 

There. were Gn 4 has kind of 
cuſtomers ; in the ſhop when I went in, 
and two or three people really making 
purchaſes. Seeing, buſineſs on foot, 
and a chair empty, I fat down, and ran 

* my 
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my eye over a pamphlet that laid upon 
the counter. Pray Mr. Luton, ſaid 
done of the cuſtomers, holding a book 
in his hand, does this do any thing? 
Why not much, ny: it moves but lowly, 
Ay, ay; feftina lente, ſaid the ather— 
the fellow has-a pretty knack at novels, 
I think. -1 don't much admire his poetry. 
Oh, execrable, replied. Luton; he is a 
mere blockhead at verſe, though I ven- 
tured to give ſomething for his Miſcel- 
lanies. Did tbey do Very well ſor 
the paſtry- cook, I believe, rejoined 
Luton] ſold them by the lump to the 1 
man yonder: he had the hole im pre. 
ſion for ſeven and ſix pence, yet, as 
they were upon the luſcious order, and 4 
therefore likely to run through the li- ; 
braries, I ſtruck off a thouſand ; hor — — | 
ridly taken in, to be ſure 5 but it's all | 
a lottery, all a lottery, ſir. Well, re. 
. Plied the cuſtomer, I'll take theſe 
Hl. 'i Pope's, 
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Pope's, and when you get any thing 
tolerable, do let me know—Oh—pray, 
Mr. Luton, how did your four volumes 
of Moral Philoſophy, by Dabblcall, 80 
off? He is a doer of all works, me- 
thinks, and the fellow has certainly a 
turn. Ay, cried Luton, that may be, 
but I have turned him of, for all that. 
He is dull, fir, deviliſh dull, dull as 
erthodoxy. I declare to you, his Phi- 
loſophy has not yet paid advertiſements : 
I ted him it was too much in the old 
ſtyle God, God, God; nothing but 
Cod and goodneſs, and go to church, and 
g0 70 bed early, through the whole— 
Says I to him, now pray, my dear Mr. 
Dabbleall, be a little beterodex, a little 
out of the way, now do; dont go off, 
in the old report, with a moral at your 
head, and a proverb at your a——e, I 
beſeech you don't. You know; people 
Ne theſe un good ſort of writ- 


e. 
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bnps. regen eee 
Heaven's ſake, my dear Dh. 

Well, and what id he, cried the 
buyer, preparing to go out? Said he, 
rejoined Mr. Luton, ſteruly, why he 
faid nothing. I might as well have en- 


his houſe of call, as that mule of a fel- 
low out of his track. No, ſir, no: he 
wrote obſtinately on, ſtringing together 

his damned collection af morak, into 


ſour volumes g VO. and /preachifying; 


till he piaiſiy picked my porket of above 
a hundred and fifty guineas; beſides 
the twenty, (here he caught the gentle- 

man by the wriſt), I generally gave hirn 


bor the copy before the fiſt dolume vas 


worked off. But, heaven be praiſed; 
I have waſhed my hands of hint anꝗ 
ſo he and his devotion may go to the 
devil together. This is a ſtrange town 


cried the gentlierran/ that eh neither 
* zun . H. 2 | | | be 


deavoured to drive an hackney beyond 
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be pleaſedi wirli religion; or bat dry 
Not at all;\rephed Luton, net at all, 
Gr; it is the happy mixture of B6rh 
together — a little of "bob, delicately 
daſhed, that does the buſineſs. Here, 
here's alittle fellow now (tak ing a book 
from a ſhelf behind him) here's lad 
| knows how to tickle up the town to a 
tittle: knows how to feel the pulſe of 
the public to a nicety. Lookee, ſir, 
pointing to the title page, fifth edition, 
with additions, and came but only the 
beginning of the winter — every thing 
he writes runs like wildfire, he has ſuch 
a way of 4vrapping the thing up — ſuch a 
ney with the ſting ſuch a a knack at 
playing off the paſſions Oh Lord, fir, 
ay, and works reaſonably but I beg 
pardon, my cuſtomers 1 ſee are waiting; 
A ſer- 
0 1 vant, 
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vant, ſir. Good morrow to you, ſaid 
the gentleman, and went out. He now 
ſeryed other people, and they going 
away likewiſe; I was juſt riſing from 
my chair to converſe with Mr. Luton, 
when a tall, ſpare figure came ſtalking 
into the ſhop, taking out of his baſom 
a large packet, and preſeuting it to the 
bookſeller, There is volume the firſt, 
eried .the ſpectre: ff In God's name, Mr. 
Lemuel, ſaid Luton, (caſting his eye at 
a chaſm in his breeches, which I believe 
might originally have been whiteiſh), 
why do you come out n the day: time? 
Lou know the credit of me and my 
ſhop, and every body knows your trade 
in a twinkle. This was delivered in a 
ſort, of half-whiſper, articulating as it 
were grinningly, through the teeth. 
Sir, ſaid the author, (for ſuch he was) 
J was driven into this ſtep, by a pre- 
ci n and particular neceſſiꝝ for my 
1 0 H 3 land- 
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landlord begins to mention the /ubje& 
of arrears and rent to me, and there- 
fore you will advance me the price of 
#his—laying his ſable palm upon the 
parcel directly, becauſe the remarks 
of mine hoſt-are not only pathetic, 'but 
have therewith a tincture of the terrible. 
What before the proofs are corrected, 
cried Luton? That's out of the regular 
channel, you know Mr. Lemuel; but, 
as a matter of indulgence, and in con- 
ſideration of that aperture in your 
breeches, I will come down half a gui- 
nea, and truſt to your honour to go on 
with the ſame care, as if you had not 

received à farthing. Men of letters 
ought to be ſometimes encouraged; and 
as I really believe you have a little out- 
run the conſtable in the purchaſe of that 
laſt pai "of ſhoes, TI can't refuſe you: 
there, ſir. He told out ten thillings 


and fix —_— from w/puiſe which ap- 
nal H * 
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peared to contain about ſixty pounds; 
and the petitioner (after having given a 
written acknowledgment for the ſum) 
took it up, made his bow, and walked 
away; without any diſagreeable ſenti- 
ment whatever. He was ſcarce gone, 
when another perſon, in a full trimmed 
ſuit of black velvet, came ſtrutting in- 
to the ſhop, with a look, tread, and 
tone of great authority. Luton, ſaid 
he, you muſt let me have tee hun- 


dred to-morrow : the Hiſtory will make 


eight quarto volumes, and I vill not 


take fix pence leſs than 150 l. each. 


Really, fir, ſaid Luton, you put me to 
a nonpluſh, I am quite out of caſh 
have a large ſum to make up for my 
printer againſt the beginning of the 


week wiſh therefore A fig ſor 
your wiſhes, fir, replied the demandant, 
{elevating his head, and expanding his 
met), ſhall I have the money? What 


H 4. time. 


| 
| 


threw his body of literature into a car- 
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time will you call in the city, ſir, an- 
ſwered Luton, ſneakingly I call in the 
city, Mr. Luton What do you mean 


by that? A conflagration conſume the 
city Who's to run after you, hey I 


have a houſe I ſuppoſe, yes, and in a 


Square, and I preſume you know too, 
that there is a certain brazen ifitelli- 


gencer upon the door, and 1 expect you 


by eleven o'clock. I day: no more, 
but I expect; dme I expect you ! 


So. ſaying, he turned upon his heel, 


riage, which was waiting for him at the 
door, and leſt Luton to beta _ 


the thret hundred pounds. e 


I now roſea ſecond time, cad defired 
to ſee. the Magazines for the month: 


white I as turning over theſe,- Abra- 
hams came in, begging me ten thouſand 
pardons, and moſt bitterly complaining 
* he had been groping almoſt upon 
32311 > + his 
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his- hands and knees this hour, to no 
manner of; purpoſe, for he could ſee no 
ſigns of his property; and that, hard 
as it was, he muſt een put up with the 
loſs; and was ready to attend me to 
dinner. L: propoſed going back in a 
coach, to which Mr. Abrahams, con- 2 
feſſing himſelf heartily tired (and knuow- 
ing poſſibly that. there, would be no 
great matter for. bim to pay) readily 
conſented. I purchaſed a pamphlet, a 
cach was called, and we. ſet. off for - 
Mrs. eee 41 es | 
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About che middle of vt 
Abrahams happened to caſt his eye up- 
on the> ſhop.-.of;: a ſilverſmith 3 and this 4 
bringing ſtrongiy to mind the misfor- 
tune of his buckle, he cried. out with . 


INE a pretty morning's | 
421 H 5 ö work. 
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work have I made of it, indeed; yes, 
yes, fine misfortunes, indeed —a buckle 
too, that I have had fo long, and a 
buckle of filver into the bargain, and 
a buckle that might have been in the 
ſhoe of my Benjamin, when I am laid 
low in my grave! — Stop coachman, 
ſtop, ſaid I, ſet us down here a minute. 
1 took the unhappy ſteward by the 
hand, and walked with him into the 
op. Tf 1 thought I could match it 
now, ſaid Abrahams, as he paſſed to- 
wards the door, I would certainly be 
extravagant for once, though I believe! 
have a pair of reſpectable metal buckles 
in the houſe too: he could, however, 
find no fellow to that which was on his 
ſoot; and truly, its fellow would not 
very eaſily have been found in any ſhop 
within the liberties of London: for, be- 
des that ir was in faſhion thirteen years 
ago, it „ ſmall and thin, 
| with 
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with the wear and tear of ſo many hard 
winters, that I apprehend a ſilver groat 
would have tu reed the nen and _ 
out-valued it. | 
Not being able, Ae penis 
a companion for the old one, he thought 
of bartering with it for a ſecond hand 
pair; and to this purpoſe he unbuckled, 
laid the ſolitary ſervant upon the coun- 
ter, and deſired to know what it was 
worth, or rather, what he could allow 
him in the exchange, ſhould he chooſe 
to become @' purchaſer, As much as 
any body in the buſineſs, fir, ſaid the 
ſilverſmith, and while I determine its 
value, perhaps, if you look over the 
drawer on the other ſide, you may ſuit. 
yourſelf; and depend upon it, you are. 
come 10 ibe cheapeſt ſhop in toton. We 


examined à variety of ſhewy goods, to 
all of which Mr. Abrahams, the ſtew- 
ard, had but one objection, viz. that be 
Al H. 6, 4 Was 
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was morally ſure, the fellow would aſk 
three times more than, as an honeſt 
man, he ought; for, ſir, ſays he, |draw- 
ing up his jaws ſignificantly, there is 
a9 gueſſing at the value of a. buckle, 
while theſe heavy tongs and anchors are 
in them. Mean time the filverſmith 
was employed, at the oppoſite counter, 
in weighing the old buckle, which he 
preſently informed us came to ſeventeen 
pence halfpenny. Seventeen pence 
halfpenny l cried the ſteward, (turning 
ſhort about, and twitching the fore- top 
of his wig) ; why, man, the pair coſt 
me nine ſhillings. and fix pence, and 
they are as good as new. There is a 
great difference betwixt buying and 
ſelling, you know, ſir, obſerved the 
 4rader,,and there is nobody not will put 
ſuch a thing as this (turning the anchor 
back wards and forwards) upon the foot. 
Moa tt they . not pray, ſaid Abra- 
2647 - B+ 2 hams, 
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hams, while: the colour came fluſhing 
over his cheek- bone Why not, hey? 
It don't ſignify diſputing, ſir, about 


ſuch a trifle, of which I, have offered 


you the full value, rejoined the trader 


and if you have a mind to take the 
money, there it is: if not, you are 
welcome to the trouble you have given 
me, and your buckle into the bargain. 
L am, am II What, after you have 
bruis'd the anchors all to pieces, liey? 
replied Abrahams. L! thank you for 
your love, but Ima man that knows . 
the world;: an odd old bird, that knows 
wheat from chaff. PILhave my buckle, 
exactly as L:gave.it you; ſir. What a 
devil: buſineſs had you to mangle my 
property in this manner —in this way? 
He ran on for ſeveral minutes, and at 
laſt aſk'd, in a growling voice, what 
vould be the loweſt price of — A 
hanging over the window? Why, ſaid. 
the ſiverſmith, they are only plated, 
5 N were 


vere made many ages 280, and being 
_ vid ſtyle, will eome cheap. Plated, 
' theer'd Abrahams with ineffable con. 


Abrahams was huddling up his broken 
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tempt; then, I'ſuppoſe; inſtead of ſe- 
venteen, you: would not give me ſeven 
pence; if L ſhould chooſe to diſpoſe of 
them a twelvemonth hence? No, nor 
ſeven farthings neither, ſaid the tradeſ . 


man, returning his ſneer. Thou art a. 


very ſaucy fellow, rejoined the ſteward, 
and I would go with my ſhoe-ſtraps. 


about my herls to eternity, before I. 


would buy a pair of thee. As you 
you. the-truth, I don't care how few of 
ſuch. cuſtomers I have to my back. 


ſilver (not forgetting the iron thereunto 
belonging), and was buſtling away in 
high dudgeon, when. I begg'd him to 
ſtop a moment. No, ſir, anſwer'd he; 
Fax 10 L wol wait for wt coach, 
Balg Ano zu ein „neee. 


W. 7 
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this ſhop, for all the furbiſb d up ft, 
it contains: ſo ſaying, he went out 
grumbling and grinning in a moſt.” vio- 
lent manner. 


db eee eee 
1 e by purchaſing a pair of neat 
and new filver buckles, received his 
thanks, with my goods, nicely wrapped. 
up in a piece of paper, and went forth- 
with to the coach. I had not got my. 
ſoot upon the ſtep, before I heard Abra- 
hams. ſeverely! chiding a 'woman'.who- 
had been ſweeping the croſſway with: a 
beſom; for having the impudence to 
deſire alms, when ſhe had ſo good a 
trade in her hands; and when b do not 
doubt, faid he, but you have extorted 
more money from paſſengers this very 
morning, than would make good the 
loſs of the ſilver buckle which I loſt in 
St. Paul's: e Indeed, ſir, 

rod cried 
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coried the woman, I have not taken but 
one hall. penny te day, though balf a 
thouſand folks. have gone over my croffing 
without duſting their ſhoes, and that 
one was flirted at me by a young man 
ho wanted to ſet if he could not hit 
the old woman on the head, by. ſending 
and ſo, wantonly God bleſs him jerkt 
it at me from his finger and thumb, in 
this manner; and, afterall; ſir, lookee; 
it is but a Brum. Do, therefore; dean, 
goodi fir; for charĩty's ſake.— Charity, 
my:b—k—de; ſaid Abrahams, pr'ythee 
woman don't beitroubleſome, gq civilly 
away; for wot give thee: a: y/ous. 
Coachman, drive on; ſaying this, hr 
drew up diſdainfully one of the glaſſes. 
The poor woman really looks faintz 
and; L think, Mr. Abrahams, ſaid I, 


| | we:Giculd-fofar dbligeher} as toichiow 
N | har a lite eee JbeliedGring 
9 bot 0 | don 
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down the glaſs, L gave her two-pence- 
As you like, exclaimed old Gd 
Works, as you like: {have loſt enough; 
ſir, for one morning already. The 
coach now proceeded, and Abrahams 
ſat ſullenly ſwelling in one corner, lean- 
ing his arm againſt the left  pannel; 
chagrin'd much at the buckle, but more, 
at what he call'd the ſaucineſs of the 
ſeller of buckles. When I had ſeen 
Mr. Abrahams exhibit his temper thus 
far, I was reſolv'd, if poſſible, to bring 
him about a little, before I teſign'd- 
him over to melancholy reflections in 
his counting-houſe: and, in this mane 

ner, I began to adminiſter a ſalve for 
all his ſores. Mr. Abrahams, I think 
myſelf much obliged to you for your 
company in my rambles of the morn- 
ing; but I cannot without concern re- 
flect, that in procuring me this Plear 
ba it has been productive of your in- 


1 convenience; 


the moſt ſmiling fymptoms of compla- 
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convenience ; and, as it has ſo fallen 


out, I muſt in ſome degree inſiſt upon 


repairing it. The word repairing, like 


fudden ſunſnine in | ſtormy. weather; 
worked wonders upon the features of 


Abrahams, which, from the 'gloom of 
wrathful wrinkles, became ſoften'd into 


cence; and when I pur the paper which 
contain'd the buckles. into his hand (re- 


inſiſting upon his acceptance as a dab 


due to him for his ciuility), he only 
affected to refuſe, that I might preſs 


them the more eagerly upon him, and 


ſo givt him a better opportunity to re- | 
ceive/ them, without exciting in my 


breaft any ſentiment to his diſadvantage; 
for Mr. Abrahams was a great obſerver 


of forms; and, although he was at the 
bottom 'as' ſelfiſh a mortal as could 


poſſibly exiſt, yet he took great care, 


bd pod 'to fave appearances, and 


& | — withou t. 


— ' « U —— reer 


LIBERAL OPINTfONs. 163 
vithout, in reality, ever doing a ſingle 
praiſe-worthy action, was generally 

talk'd of as a very religious, knowing, 
well-meaning, good kind of a man. He 
took the buckles; and ſo well con- 
trived it; as to fix the obligation on my 
fide; for,” as he put them into his 
pocket, he very gravely aſſured me, 
chat rather than front me by a denial, 
ſuch was his regard, he would wear 
the buckles;' even though they came 
from the ſhop of the moſt ſcoun- 


drelly filverſmith in the city of London. 


Thus was good-humour reſtor'd to 


the ſteward; who chuckled and chatted © 


all the reſt of the way ; and when we ar- 
rived at Mrs. Darlington's, he jumpt 


out of the coach with the briſkneſs of a 


boy, and handed me obſequiouſly into 
the hall We had forgot to pay the 
coachman, and 1 ſaw the ſteward in a 
2 — fumbled in his pockets 

ſome 


4 
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ſome time, then producing a guinea, 
aſſt d, with a trembling voice, for 
change; though I could plainly ſee how 
much his avarice was alarmed leſti the 
driver ſhould happen to have ſo much 
ſilv er about him. 1 relieved his 
diſtreſs, by ſatisſying the fare, while the 
good man was making many excuſes for 
Sixing me ſo much trouble, and la- 
menting his want of looſe ſilver, which, 
he, proteſted, | for the future; he wauld 
always ug in his Pocket. „tt 
ene ie Win erm Heini yet 
09 eee eee ee Nun | 
bonero ü DHA TLM. „ 5 
Mx 05 Sv oft : * « 2152 0 3077 - 25 5 
„The dinner was ſerving. up as I en- 
80 the dining-parlour, where J was 
ng ſooner ſeated, than I related the ad- 
ventures of the morning; concealing 
only the preſent of the buckles. The 
ladies were highly entertained hy the 


0 narra— 


\ 


— 


IABERAL OPINIONS. 165 
narrative, and Miſs Alicia was partic: 
lafly iſtmart im her remarks, till came 
tol atiriad vert on tbe ehr gor of Ben- 
amin. This intelligence, 1* confeſs, 
was reſerw'd as a coup de grace, becauſe 
_ (threwdly ſuſpecting the ſtate of the 
young lady's mind, nd willing to gra- 
tify a piece of pleaſant revenge), I was 
refolv'd to ſee what effect the relation of 
this incident would have upon the 
eonſtitution of this lively laſs; who had 
taken much delight i in Playing upon my 
inexperience ever ſince I came into the 
houſe, I had no ſooner! therefore, 
mentioned Benjamin's warm encomium 
of the young ur” on the bench; 
adding, likewiſe, in a jotular manner, 
that I preſumd Mr. Benjamin Rad bis 
favourites; than the fate ind neck of 
Alicia were cover'd with an unufual fuf- 
fufion of crimſon, which, in the next 
moment difappearing, left her as pale 


{I} 4 and 


ſyage.r 
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and languid as a lily. She cut the ſlices 


upon her plate oyer and over again, till 


in the end they were ſmall enough for 


the mouth of a ſparroms and yet, after 
all, ſhe had neither inclination or inten- 


tion to eat. Mrs. Darlington, who, 


though a wel- bred woman, was not a 


very accurate obſerver, took no notice 
of theſe changes in her niece, whoſe 


diſtreſs ſoon became ſo evident, that ſne 


was obliged to riſe from table, and 
counterfeit. a terrible head-ach, for a 


diſquietude, which, in . ſat mach 


nearer to the heart. en Re 

I now pitied her moſt ſincerely, and 
execrated myſelf for. the unneceſſary 
miſchief I had occaſioned. Vile pro- 


penſity, ſaid. L,-—pitiful, Paſhon this, 
that lesdg vs to, repay, every petty of- 


fence. .m_kine,) How could I ever per- 
ſelf to ſtoop ſo low as to recri- 
ad, becauſe I ſmarted beneath 


A mo- 


_ 
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a momentary ſally of wit, I muſt needs 
take advantage of a bare conjecture, and 
purſue my purpoſe, till I wrung the 
tender confeſſigg, from the heart; and 
that, 'the heart of a women, and that 
woman a relation. Oh, fie upon it, fie 
upon it! I feel myſelf bluſh! 
When poor Alicia aroſe, Mrs. Dar- 
lington aroſe with her, appearing ſenſi - 
bly to feel her anxiety, and ſo they went 
ſighing up ſtairs together. I was now, 
therefore, left alone to the enjoyment of 
my reflections; and theſe ſoon brought 
on, ſoliloquy the ſecond. Why, friend 
Benignus, this is a brave /etting aut 
A noble exploit truly Thou haſt 
ſpoilt a very excellent dinner, and ſent 
the founders of the feaſt weeping away. 
The banquet) is thy own: pr*ythee then 
fall too, enjoy it, and complete thy tri- 
umphs, by rioting: in the hoſpitality 
2 thou haſt thus gratefully, re: 
; 3 warded ! 
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warded! ' T he whole matter too, may 
p6flibly,” be a” Weak ſurmiſe; 'How - 
then have I had the aflurance to make 
** ſtory out my o.＋]ẽ nm ye | 

Mrs. Darlington now returned, ob- 
Firving that ver niece had deſired to be 
left alone a little, and politely made her 
apologies for leaving me ſo abruptly. 
All this was poiſon to my wound, 7 
was fully conſcious of the little trick I 
had played. The pang of "reproach 
ſtruck my heart, and the tear of contri- 
tion was ſwimming round my eye. I 


deelined eating, on pretence of fatigue, 


and Mrs. Darlington ſwallow'd a ſpoon- 
ful of ſoup, and withdrew again to her 
Alicia. I ſpent the interval betwixt 
this meal and tea, in à ſenſe of real 
ogony, ariſing from the ' conyiftion of 
real meanneſs and error. My feelings 
were; as yet, unblunted by habitual 
on and, as * greateſt joy 


aroſe 
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| aroſe from the contemplation of having 
contributed ſomething to the happineſs - 
of others; ſo my greateſt anxiety aroſe 
from an idea ofghaving promoted their | 
miſery. Yet, in the preſent caſe, no 
way was left open for me to rectify my 
miſtake, or to ſoften the uncalineſs 
which my blunder kad, brought about; 
for all explanations would have be- 
trayed that I gueſſed at Alicia's diſor- 
der; and I could not ſo much as hope 
admittance to her apartment, had ex- 
planation been adviſeable. At tea, 
however, the young lady made her ap- 
pearance, led tenderly into the room by 
her aunt, and I was glad to fee her at- 
tempting to reſume her former ſpirits; 
of which, in the general, ſhe had, as 
the reader may poſſibly recollect, an 
abundant ſhare. . But, right-well ſung 
the Bard, who firſt obſerved, that mis- 
ſortunes love to cluſter,” and ſeldom 


Vor. II. I or 
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or never come ſingly. Indeed, one is 
commonly the ill- favour'd meſſenger of 
another, and that of a third, and ſv on to 
the end of the laſt dieadful chapter of 
human accidents. This was a day of 
diſaſters to poor Alicia. Mrs. Dar- 
lington had juſt pour d out the firſt cup 
of tea, and was affectionately preſſing 
her niece to drink it, when a violent 


noiſe was heard in the hall, and a con- 


fus d cry of ſeveral voices, as if de- 
ploring a misfortune. Preſently after- 
wards a ſervant came into the parlour, 


and with him Mr. Abrahams, acquaint- 


ing the ladies, that Benjamin, who had 
been mifling at dinner, was now come 
in all over blood and bruiſes, and that 


the ſervants were mm 1 * to 
bed ſpeechleſs. 


Blood was no ſooner pronounced thin 
the tea-cup fell from the hand of Alicia 
to'the ground; on which, in the ſame 

moment, 


8 2 
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moment, ſhe ſunk down herſelf, This 
Mrs. Darlington imputed to the effects 


of a ſudden ſurprize ſeizing her ſo ſoon 


after her late agitation ; while 1 was, 
perhaps, the only one preſent whg 
attributed it to the true cauſe: every 
method was uſed to recover her, but the 
violence of the fits into which ſhe now 
fell, reſiſted our utmoſt endeavours, and 
ſhe was a ſecond time conveyed to her 
chamber, in a much more alarming 
condition than before. Mr. Abrahams 
and I now went up to Benjamin, to ſee 
if he was yet able to unfold the occaſion 
of this myſtery; when Abrahams, ere he 
had well amet the Goon; and „ 
— was dead or alive, _— to 


1 


What is bred in the bone, ar 


eee 
A 41 — of a ſow's'ear! Pray, ſir, 


I 2 what 
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what a devil have you been about? 
Where, caitiff, is the money I ſent you 
for? What made you ſtay ſo long? 
What right had you to ſtay at all? How 
came all that blood upon your cloaths ? 
How came you to dizen yourſelf out in 
your green, to-day? What's the reaſon, 
you raſcal, I am to be thus plagued 
upon your account? you villain! And 
why don't you get you home to your 
father and mother, you ſcoundrel, who 
are ſtarving, you Wen upon five n 
fix pence a week? | 
Theſe queſtions were all Wee 
won the poor lad at once, and, in 
the. uttering them, ſuch was the rage of 
the ſteward, that he not only committed 
che extravagance of ſtriking a pen, 
which he had then in his hand, againſt 
the table, but ſmote that table likewiſe, 
with ſo furious a fiſt (in contradiftion of 
his uſual er that the lid ſplit in 
twain, 
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twain, and a ſmall ſplinter, from the 
ruins of the mahogany, lodged itſelf 
deep within the palm of his þand, till 
he roared again with miſery. This ſo 
Increaſed. his reſentment, both againſt 
the table and Benjamin, that the former 


he belaboured ſtoutly with his legs: 


and, though he could not make it /ee/, 
he at leaſt made it ſorely complain, 

which was no doubt a ſatisfaction; and. 
the latter, he violently threatened to 
horſewhip, if ever he ſhould have the 
misfortune to riſe again from his bed: ſo 
faying, he ran out, proteſting all the 
way down ſtairs, that he would not 
leave him a groat, die when he would. 
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Al this time lay 5 agonized Benja- 
min, reſigned as a lamb, under the 
| knife of the butcher ; and when the 
ſervants had waſhed him, and, at my 
deſire departed, 1 fat by his bed-fide, 
and gently ſollicited to learn the _ 
of this ſtrange diſaſter. 

Sir, ſaid the poor lad—almoſt break- 
ing his heart as he ſpoke—my friend 
has been infulted, and ſo I have been 
fighting, that's all. I begged him to 
take time, and tell me the whole; pro- 
miſing to be his friend with his uncle 
and miſtreſs, when I knew how fo make 
his apology. His tears thanked me, 
and he proceeded thus. 

You remember, fir, how I bid you 
take notice offs young girl, fitting alone 


ono one of the Park benches (ſhe is not a 
| bad 
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bad girl, I can aſſure you, though ſhe 
was ſitting by herſelf). As ſoon as my 
uncle ſent me to Charing-Croſs to re- 
ceive fifteen ſhillings, I went and re- 
ceived it as faſt as I could, and ran 
away to the Park, where I left Nancy. 
I found her with a handkerchief up ta 
her eyes—(the ſweeteſt eyes in the 
world, ſir,—) ſo I pulled away the 
handkerchief gently, and taking her 
under my arm, walked away with her 
into the Bird-cage Walk ; that I might 
talk. to her without being diſturbed. 
Nancy, ſaid I, I charge you ſpeak your 
mind to me: what brought you into the 
Park alone? Nothing, ſaid ſhe, Mr. 
Benjamin, pray leave me. Where is 
your father, Nancy, ſaid I, and why 
don't you go home ?—Home! replied. 
Nancy, (ſobbing as if her dear. heart 
was beating itſelf through her ſtays) — 
Home, Benjamin, I have'#o home, nor 

EA. * no- 
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no father—nor any thing elſe! I thought, 
fir, 1 ſhould have dropped down dead 
on the ſpot, but] fell on poor Nancy's 


neck, and there ] lay, the almoſt ready 


to Kiſs me (without knowing | it though, 
Im fure) ! As foon as 1 got a little bet- 
ter, fir, I— 

Here Mrs. Darlington herſelf came to 
the door, requeſting to know whether 
Benjamin was better; ſaid that his 
young miſtreſs alſo wiſhed” to hear a fa 
vourable account, and deſired him not 
to fret ſo as to increaſe his diforder, but, 
as he was a very quiet, peaceable lad in 


* 


general, to expect no reproaches from 
her— (Mrs. Darlington) — but total for- 


giveneſs. Mrs. Darlington underſtood 
from me that he was better, and with- 
drew. The poor fellow's heart was ſo 
foftgged by this indulgence, and fo af- 
fected by the other circumſtances which 
heav 4 n it, that he could 

not 
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notFturn his acknowledgments. Soon 
after Mrs. Darlington was gone, how-- 
ever, he thus reſumed the ſtory of his: 
adventure with Nancy, whoſe misfor- 
tunes ſeemed to engroſs inñnitely more 
of his attention than even the threats of 
his uncle, the kindneſs of his miſtreſſes, 
or, indeed, any thing elſe. 

In truth, this Benjamin was a moſt 
excellent diſpoſed young man, his an- 
denſtanding was not much above his rank, 
but his heart would have been diſtin- 
guiſhed, had Providence thought proper 
to have placed it in the breaſt of a 
prince; for it led him to do a thouſand 
noble actions, with ſmall opportunities; 
and, with an income of about a ſhilling. 
per week, to render more real ſervice to 
ſociety, than Mr. Abrahams, his uncle, 
with an income of about eight hundred 
a year; for ſuch was the annual fortune 


attributed to the ſteward, who had 
L244 1 amaſſed- 


— 
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amaſſed together all that poſſeſſion, 


merely by a ſtrict adherence to one ſin- 
gle maxim, which, I have been told, he 


never once violated, or infringed, in the 
courſe of forty years, namely, to conſi- 
der a fartbing, as ſome part of a guinea, 
and a guinea, as the nine hundred and 
ninety-ninth diviſion of a thouſand, 
and ſo on, ad infinitum. Benjamin, on 


the contrary, vers'd-only in the arith- 


metic of the heart, thought a farthing 
too trifling to ſave, and too inſignificant 
to beſtow; but, if, by adding thereto 


the odd eleven pence three farthings, he 


could, in diveſting himſelf of his ſeven 
days allowance, dry up one tear, or re- 
move one „gb, procure one cordial to the 


ick, or one meal to the bungry,. away it 


went, as faſt as he could get it from his 
pocket, without even turning it over a 
ſecond time; without conſidering, in- 
deed, that it would * twenty four 

3 Pieces 
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pieces of copper, and, that twenty-four 
pieces of copper would gratify ſeveral 
ſelfiſh paſſions. But it ſeems, the boy 
had a pleaſure in this ſort of diſtribution, 
and, perhaps, had, in nn the- | 
2 of bis men.. 


" 
WIS SW LVIII. 


8 * as 1 got. a :lictle better, I 2 
ſir reſumed Benjamin, I looked Nancy” 
in the face, and intreated her to explain 
what ſhe meant by having neither houſe 
nor father; and then the poor thing, 
ſpoke to me thus: 

Oh, Benjamin, Lam turned out of: 
doors, and lay, in.. the. ſtreet all laſt | 
night, and have not broke my faſt ſince 
yeſterday morning, and all for a mis- 
fortune which,, as IJ hope to be-ſaved,., 


I could not help What, han't you eat, 
116. Nancy, 


nl 

| 
| 
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Naney? and did you want a bed? F 
charge you don't talk now, but come 
along with me, and lean all your weight 
upon my arm. So J led her, fir, in 


this manner, to a public-houſe, and 


got her ſome refreſhment, and would. 
not hear a word ſhe had to ſay, till ſhe- 


had forced down à morſel of bread and: 


a glaſs of wine though I could not get 
her to take it, without water, for ſhe- 
is no drinker, I'll aſſure you. Phis. 
over, ſhe informed me that her dif- , 


treſs was as thus; 


'She was ſent out yeſterday Aan; 


to the baker's, over the way, to get 


change for half a guinea, but not being. i 
able to get it there, ſeeing as how they 


had not ſo much ſilver in the houſe, ſhe- 
went to ſeveral other neighbours ſhops, 
and at laſt to the chandler's; and there 
goſh met with a man, WhO offered to go 


* 434 | N * . « 
a * . 13 to 
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10 His brother's; as he called iz be 
the Black:Lion, and eHfange it. N 
As ſhe fuppoſed the man was as . 
neſt as herſelf, (and Im Tire the is as 
huoneſt as Heaven ) he g gave him the 
half guinea, and ſat doit" in the deb! 
to wait his return. After he was gone; 
the chandler ſaid; Nancy, do you know 
tkat man, child? No, replied the poor 
thing; trembling; but en a J hope? 
Not I, truly; ſaid the chandler, he only” 
came into the Mop for a firthing's worth® 
of cotton, to put in an inkhorn, and F 
never ſaw him im my life before: here 
poor Nancy's mind miſgave er, and” 
not without reaſon; for-ſhe waited: and” 
waited, for above two hours, + no 
man came: fo that ſhe was afraid to go 
back to her father's, becaùſe ſhe had 
ſtayed ſo long, and met ſuch a ſad miss- 
fortune; and accordingly ſhe continued 
in the chandlers Mop, expecting, and 
a expect- 


father s. Nay, don't cry, mayhap things 


Dennis. is. a good tempered man, and It 
dare ſay he won't hurt you: but let me 
As, a * , never to truſt; 
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expecting, till quite dark night Hut 
why did not the chandler aſſiſt her in 

this emergence, ſaid I, —he very wel! 
Enew her honeſty, and ſurely where th 

poor creature had ſo much at ſtake, and 

the ſum ſo mere a trifle l. Ha lend her, 
be aſſiſt her, fir, replied Benjamin; not 
he, truly ; though as to her lionefty: he 
had often. ſeen. inſtances. of: that, and 
moreover: her father had been a cuſto- 


mer, and bought all his chandlery there, 


for. many, many pears... No, ſir, about 
eleven. o'clock. he ſaid to Nancy,, Well. 
child, there is no chance. of. the mans 
coming now... It's. gettiog late, and I. 
kave a: dipping: in the morning, ſo I; 
would adviſe you to. go home to your: 


mayn't be ſo bad as you think for: Mr. 


5 people 


peqple you don't know. with money, 


for the future. To tell you the truth, 
did not much like the look of that 
chap, when. he came into the ſhop... 
Why did not vou tell | me; fo, ſaich 
22 Mr. Suet? Why, its hard judg- 
you know, ſaid the chandler, but 
I er I faw Tyburn in his face, and 
now I am convinced, ere long, 1 ſhalt. 
ſee his face at Tyburn. | 
Here, Nancy ſays, Mr. Suet ft aps A 
laugh, which ſo provoked her, that ſhe 
left his ſhop v.ithout ſaying a word: 
but I ſhould tell you, before ſhe got 
far, Suet hallowed at the door after her, 
and ſaid that if her father ill treated her 
to-night, ſhe might depend on his. 
coming to make her peace to- morrowẽ -. 
and that if the man brought the money, 
he would take care of it. Poor Nancy, 
new, ſir. but I am afraid I am tiring 


mo beg. pardiꝶ for troubling you. 
with 
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with my konterns, and? defite,” an 
ſwered I, 1 defire, Betjaminj" you witk 
not ſtop a moment „td make apologies; 

fir IL long to know 'the fate of Nancy 
Dennis. Well then, fir, rejoined the 
ſte ward nephew, "wiping: his eyes, 
which had been all the time ſtreaming 

| =firice you are ſo good, = will go on: | 

He proceeded, Taifing Himſelf on his. 


artn.. | $$ 2M607T 2s 2a aides: - 
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Poor Nanny,” fir; now. urea 
weeping about tlie ſtreets, till ſhe came 
to her father's: But thibugh ſhe ſaw a 
| light im the window, and yet. (as you 
| | 7 F know it rain'd pretty ſmartiy all night) 
ſhe had not heart to go in. She put 
her hand on the knbcker, and then took 


3 n 
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backwards, till at laſt ſhe heard ſome- 
body behind her, and foon found it was 
Mr. Dennis himfelf, who had been it 
feems out to look for her, ahd having 
the key of the door in his hand, he 
ſtruck her in his paſſion, wore ſhe 
fhould never come into the houſe again, 
and was going into it himſelf. Juſt as 
he had unlocked the ſtreet· door, he 
aſked her for the money, ſaying he ſup- 
poſed ſhe had ſpent it, with a great 
oath ; and when the told him the truth, 
he damned her in'a terrible manner, 
banged to the door, and left her to go 
where ſhe might. She fat all night 


crying upon the threſhold, till at Taft 4 


watchman, who knew her, took pity on. 
her, put her to bed to his wife, and 
then went again to his buſineſs. In the 
morning ſhe went home a ſecond' time; 
but when her fatheg opened the Mutters, 


and the poor thing aſked bio if ſhe- 
ſhould: 
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ſhould have the pleaſure of making the 
fire, and getting his breakfaſt, as uſual, 
he ordered her to get away from the 
door, or elſe he would ſend a conſtable 
to her, a 
The next thing ſhe did, was to find 
me out, for you muſt know, fir, we 
have—a—a—a friendſbip for one ano- 
"ther ;—but as ſhe. knew what a jea- 
lous creature my uncle is, ſhe was toa 
good to come near my miſtreſs's houſe ; 
becauſe, I once invited her' there, to 
drink tea with Mrs. Goodly the houſe- 
keeper, and 1 thought I never ſhould 
hear the laſt of it. But lord, Gr, what 
a heap of contrivances diſtreſs puts into 
our heads! eſpecially when a young 
man and a young woman has a—a—a— 
friendbbip for one another, ſaid I, Mr. 
| Benjamin, looking at him ſiyly? Very 
true, ſir, anſwered Ben, very true 


* if it is of the naht. honeſt 
ſort 
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ſort—friendſbip—heigho! F riendſbip, 1 
ſay, fir, will do any thing!” 
Nancy now recollected that the like. 
lieſt way to fee me, would be to go to 
the Park, where ſhe knew I generally 
walked every morning, with one of my 
miſtreſſes — (I mean, behind them, fir). 
Well, fir, to che Park ſhe went, and 
there ſat herſelf down, (after having 
wearied herſelf with walking) upon the 
little white ſeat where we ſaw her. Per- 
| haps you might think it odd ſhe did not 
ſpeak to me, as ſoon as I came near 
her: but ſeeing who was with me, ſhe 
would have died firſt, for ſhe's a pru- 
dent girl, and has had the beſt of edu- 
cations; Beſides, ſhe knew I was flur- 
ried enough at meeting her there, and 
would contrive to ſee her as, ſoon as 
poſſble. Indeed, nothing run in my 
head; after I had paſſed her, but how 
1 ſhould get away from my uncle, who 
is 


A 
p oc 1 


W 


a ſomething, 


vg alt over in a tremble, from head to 
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is as cunning, as cunning; and thoagh 
I had great pleaſure in attending you, 
ſir, yet as Las my friend looked to 
be in ſome diſtreſs— thought it—my 
my duty to ſee if any thing could be 
done for her. I almoſt made my head 
ach in hunting about for excuſes, for 
indeed To many came to mund at once, 
chat they quite Haber gaſtined me; but 
at length my uncle you know, fir, ſent 
me away himfelf to receĩve ſome money, 
which was only a months intereſt of a 
few pounds, and was fifteen ſhillings, 
as I told you. As ſoon as Naney had 
finiſhed her ſtory,” and 1 made her 
drink half a glas more of the wine 
and water; the threw. her hand upon 
my ſhoulder, and aſked me what ſhe: 
was td de! And there was ſuch a— 
in her manner of look, 


and in her manner of ſpeaking, that I 


foot. 
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foot. Ay—ay, ſaid I, Benjamin — 
friendſhipfriendſhip She ſaid, that 
ſhe never dare to. go home again wich- 
out the money, and ſhe had only two 
new fix, pences, and a ſilver penny, and 

a little copper keep-ſake, in the' world, 
and even they were locked up in her 
trunk, at the bottom of all her things: 
with this, fir, I put my hand in my 
pocket, and took out the fifteen ſhil- 
lings, and told out ten and fax pence 
on the table, and was juſt going to put 
it into Nancy's hand, when ſomething 
ſtruck me to the heart, as much as to 
tell me I was going to do a bad thing: 
upon which I drew away my hand, and 


took up the ſilver again: then feeling, a 


ſir, in my other pocket, I took out a 
ſpank ſpan new half crown piece, which 
young miſtreſs gave me, and was only 
ſorry that I had no more: at laſt I took 


out my uncle's money, and told it over 
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again, that is, eight and ſix pence : but 

ſure ſomething bewitched me, for I 
quite trembled as I laid it down, and fo 
at laſt told Nancy the whole affair. 

Tou muſt know, fir, ſhe did not 
much like the money at all, tho', be- 
tween friends, what is it ?—But when 
ſhe underſtood it belonged to my uncle 
Abrahams, ſhe turned as pale as her 
apron, and cried out, Lord of Heaven, 
Mr. Benjamin, what are you about! I 
would not touch it for all the world! 
Put it up put it vp, if you han't a 
mind to frighten me out of my wits, 
and make me hate you for ever! I was 
glad, ſir, in the main, to find my dear 
dous I mean, fir—a—a—my—my—to 
find, - my dear friend ſo honourable and 
juſt; and, as if Providence deſigned 
ſhe ſhould be rewarded for it, a thought 
came into my head, which was a thou- 
ſand times better, becauſe it was not to 
* make 
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make us aſhamed of ourſelves; and it's 
a ſhocking thing, you know, ſir, to be 
aſhamed of onefelf, Well, fir—I be- 
thought me of raiſing the money, by 
going to the pawn-broker man, where 
Slaſh, our coachman, who is a terrible 
ſot, many a time uſed to go, with firſt 
one thing, and then another: ſo I ſaid 
nothing to Nancy, but deſired her to 
fir ſtill, till I came back, which ſhould 

be in a few minutes. She ſeemed un- 
eaſy to let me go, but at laſt conſented; 
and as I was going into a little bye 
alley, to take off my waiftcoat, and 
ſomething elſe, who ſhould come that 
way, but Mr. Mendman, my uncle's 
taylor, who always loved me, from a 
boy; and always ſaid, I one day ſhould 
be rich. As ſure as you live, this ge- 
nerous ſoul lent me a whole guinea, 
without my telling him a word about 
Nancy; and away I ran, ſcarce touch- 


* 
- 


/ 
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ing the ground, and not giving myſelf 
time to r on the things I had taken 
off, and ah ardly buet6ning my coat, 
At firſt,” Nancy was quite frighted— 
then bluſhed—for to tell you the truth, 
(here he whiſpered), my ſhirt was one 
of the things—as I dare not pledge 
any thing i in- fight, for fear my uncle 


ſhould ſee me . before I could- get up 


ſtairs into my room,—But I went out 


again, and put my things on, and ſoon. 


cleared up the whole matter. 


We then went home OE. and 
chere I found old Mr. Dennis crying, 
and taking on, like a child: as ſoon 
as he ſaw us, inſtead of riſing to ſcold 
Nancy, he ran to her, faſtened on her 
neck, kiſſed her, and ſhed tears : for 
his paſſion was now all over, and his 


love for his poor dear ex returned 


& ances... . E 


hy But 
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But not to trouble you with any more 
of this part of the ſtory, I ſhall only 
ſay, that I left the old man hugging 
his daughter, and, I don't know why, 
but methought 7. could have hugged 
them both! However, Nancy ſighing 
becauſe ſhe was quite weary, and her 
ſpirits gone, thanked me, with a tear 
in her eye, and I went out of the houſe, 
hardly knowing what I had ny or 
ue L was going. Hh 


S 


I had got almoſt home, ſometimes 
whiſtling, ſometiines ſinging, and ſome- 
times jumping for joy, before I recol- 
lected that I had ſtill the money in my 
pocket; and that perhaps old Dennis 
(though he might paſs over the loſs 
while he was warm, might talk about 
it when he was cool) would be cruel 

Vor. II. K again, 
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again, as he loved money. So, I c'en 
ran back to the houſe, and found the 
old man quite buſied in laying the cloth, 
warming a little can of beer, and preſ- 
ſing Nancy to eat, with a great deal of 
kindneſs. I ſoon found he had never 
once mentioned the half guinea, and fo 
laid down the ten ſhillings and fix 
pence, telling Nancy that it was a great 
chance we met the fellow, and that it 
was well ſhe knew him again. God 
forgive me, fir, for I made a fine ſtory 
of it! 

Mr. Dennis's heart, however, was 
open, and he inſiſted on my fitting 
down, and drink a draught of his own 
brewing; for, indeed, he belonged to a 
brew-houſe. So, as I was to drink my 
Nancy's health, I ſat down; and, ſome 
how or. other, got into ſinging ſongs, 
till at laſt Mr. Dennis's ale got into my 
head, and made me forget - (as you 
know 
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know one's time ſſips away in agreeable 
company—(that I had ſtayed already fo 
long from my uncle. I therefore caugit 
vp my hat and ſtick, when I heard the 
clock ſtrike ſix; and, in a great hurry, 
ſet forward for Mrs. Purlitigron' 8. 

Unluckily, however, fir, 1 happened 
to paſs by the door of Mr. Suet, the 
chandler, and as I was angry with him 
for his ſlight to Nancy, I called upon 
him, to tell him a little piece of my 
mind. Mr. Suet, faid I, you are 4 
good-natured man, and I come to thank 
you for your kindneſs to poor Nancy 
Dennis laſt night, Nancy Dennis be 
d- d, faid Suet, who was a paſſionate 
fellow, and one of your great fighters 
into the bargain What's Nancy Dennis 
to me?—She kept me and my family 
up all night; but you are her favourite, 
forgot that—It's a pity you did not 
oe her, when ſhe was turned out by 

K 2 her 
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hee father, who, has been making a fine 
piece o of work here, truly, becauſe, for- 
footh, 1 let her give the fellow that came 
into the [ſhop a! Half guinea to change. 
What had I to do with her half guinea? 
A] little filly puſs, I wiſh I had never ſeen 
her face; for J. ſhallloſe a good cuſtomer 
by her—a fooliſh minx; I can't think how 
Dennis could truſt. her with any money. 
My blood boil'd at him, ſir, all the 
time he ſpoke, and when he called the 
poor girl thoſe names, I loſt all pati- 
ence, and ſo, without more ado, I laid 
my ſwitch over his ſhoulders ; upon 
which we both of us went to it, and 
fought, till ſome neighbours took Suet 
away, and locked him up, and ſo parted 
us: but I would fight for a friend, to 
the laſt drop of my blood, fir,—nay, 
for that matter, I have loſt a good deal 
of that already; but I haye had my 
. on that hard- hearted raſcal, 
| Suet, ; 
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Suet, and ſo I don't mind my black 
| eyes, or bloody cloaths, of a farthing. 
And now, ſir, you know the whole 
ſtory, and I hope you can't blame me, 
ſeeing as how I did it to ferve a woman. 
Blame you, ſaid I, Benjamin—no, 
my good lad, I admire thy ſpirit, and 
honour thee .for thy ſentiments; and, 
indeed, I approve your eonduct ſomuch, 
through every part of your adventure, 
that 1 will go this inſtant and make 
peace betwixt you and Mr. Abrahams. 
You are very kind; ſir, ſays Benjamin, 
but if you pleaſe, you may as well not 
fay any thing about Nancy, for you 
know” old people think ſuch ſtrange 
things, and have ſuch odd notions about 
friendſhip, that perhaps he might take 
it into his head to- underſtand you, 
Ben, ſaid I I will bring you off with? 
out once mentioning your friend; 
Nancy; depend on it. — I now went 
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down ſtairs. to ſee after my ſick couſin, 
whom, indeed, I had. too long left, 
without making a ſmall breach in good 
manners. But as it happened, ſhe con- 
tinued in her room, and her aunt with 
her, till ſupper was almoſt ready, and 
the ladies were but juſt got into 3 | 
parlour before ne. 
I had ſcarce opened the n aki 
both, ladies began their inquiries after 
Benjamin, and I believe miſs Alicia 
obliged. me with ten queſtions - ſo little 
art, and fo. much nature had ſhe - be- 
fore it was poſſible I ſhould return her 
one anſwer. Reſalved, however, ta 
make no more diſturbances, I naw took 
a contrary method, and ſaid every thing 
that I thought might pleaſe the young 
one, without betraying what I thought 
| was apparent enough to the old ane; 
and if I miſtake not, this was the firſt 
time I convinced myſelf how neceſſary 
8 8 it 


, "y 


LIBERAL OPINIONS. % 
It is for a perſon, who would live upon 
any peaceable terms with ſociety, to 
give into many petty deceptions, where 
the plain truth would infallibly create 
confuſion and diſquietude: and this 
fort of duplicity is, I prefume, what 
the Latins call, a pious fraud, Yet 
ſomething there was in my nature ut- 
terly repugnant to this, nor could the 
beſt of motives ever reconcile it to my 
= 
Nevertheleſs, this embelliſhment of the 
truth had a great effect in ſoothing the 
ſomething that ſat heavy on the boſom 
of Alicia; for, after I had told her that 
Mr. Benjamin had accidentally met an 
old friend, with whom he was tempted 
to drink a little freely, and afterwards 
got into a boyiſh diſpute, of which the 
worſt conſequence was likely to be only 
a bloody ſuit of cloaths, ſhe gave his 
misfortunes 'a mixture of ſmiles and 
K 4 tears, 
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| 4cars, the latter of which, however, ſhe 
kept from falling, and at laſt ſhe grew ſo 
Pleaſant, without ſeeming to lodge too 
much on the ſubject, that ſne actually 
told Mrs. Darlington ſhe found herſelf 
ſo. much recovered, that ſhe ſhould be 
able to eat a whole wing of a chicken · 
This declaration, on the other hand, 
ſet Mrs. Darlington's heart at reſt, who 
moſt affectionately loved her niece, and 
upper was now ordered without delay. 
Willing to do, notwithſtanding, as 
much as I could in this affair, I ſlipt 
out of the parlour to ſcek Mr. Abra- 
hams, whom I found in the ſteward's 
office, with his ſpectacles on his noſe, 
very induſtriouſly employed in examin- 
ing a large book, like a tradeſman's 
ledger, in which he was perhaps— (this 
being Saturday)—caſting up and ad- 
Juſting the accounts of the week. 
Something probably a refle -tion upon 
the 
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the buckles—had put him in high good Fol 
humour, and he confideted-the intereſt . 
I took in his nephew's conciliation in 
fuch good part, that he left his buſi· 1 
neſs on purpoſe to mount the ſtaißßß, 
and aſſure me that he forgave Ben, Sy 5 


then ſhook” him heartily by the hand 


in my preſence?” I ſhould not, hoW- 


ever, forget that Mr. Abrahams juſt # 


finted at the profpe& of ſendin 755 
bloody Cl0aths with ſucceſs to the ſeow- 4 


rers. Thus Happineſs beilg "reſtore 


to. the whole family, the reſt of tie. s 
n was paſſed i general. ſatis- 
faction, and I withdre to my. 8 
not a little inſtructed, not a little pleaſed, 

at having been, in ſome degree in- 
ſtrument in bringing 16but: the agter=* - 
125 cataſtrophe of the Nin . 
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The ne next morning met upon the 
vnanimity of Mrs. Darlington's family · 
Alicia regained her uſual flow of ſpirits, 
Benjamin was getting the better of his 
| bruiſes : the old lady xejoiced in the re- 

covery of her niece, and the ſteward 
chuckled over the gift of the ſilver 
buckles, and the ſuceeſa he expected 
from ſending the coat and Ben {0 
'A whole week paſſed, i in which this. 
general felicity rather improved. than 
diminiſhed: but Felicity, i is at beſt but. 
a ch vitam, fickle in her friendſhip, 
and unſteady in ber attachments: and, 
perhaps, if ſhe cendeſcends to. ſtay ſeven. 
days in a family, it is as much as can 
well be expected. Change of air, im- 
* enn 8 (for mp curiolity lid 
8 a heavy 


LIBERAL OPINIONS. 20g 
c hes yy tax upon my lego) ot ſome other 


.cauſe, - brought on a cold, ſo that on the 
Sunday evening ſucceeding theſe mat- 
ters, I was quite hoarſe, and did little 
more than cough, and ſuck. ſugar- 
candy; 2 ſpecific for this diſorder, 
which I adopted in the nurſery, and 
which, if not infallible, is at leaſt as 
efficacious, as many a noftrum of 
prouder name, and dearer purchaſe. 
There was always, however, a ſort of 
Aimulus in my temper, whick-/would. 
never ſuffer me to be ſupinhe, whe⸗ 
ther I was in ſickneſs or in health, in ſo- 
litude or in ſociety. To this natural 
aclivity, perchance, F owe many ſtrokes 
of fortune, which men of dormant and 
indolent propenſities never experience: 
but I: was iaclined to briſk volition from 
my cradle, and as we all naturally d iſſile 
whatever is naturally anlike ourſelves, 
L mean in points of ſentiment—I will 

K 6 now 


Heal over heels. The proverb was 
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now give the reader an early inſtance of 
N to every thing that me 
vivacity,” 


Un my childhood, 1 was one day 


walkingin'a meadow, when I happened 


to rike my foot againſt a ſtone 


Wretch, faid I—a little vexed by the 
pain Wretch, how Rpity thee? Fixed 
down by fate to one cifcumſcribed ſpot 
even to the narrow cavity of an inch 


diameter: there ingloriouſly repoling,— 


inſenſible to the joys of motion, an in- 
creaſing incumbrance to the earth you 


cover, and ſupinely ſlumbering, even 


as you grow. When I had thus tri- 
umphed over the innocent ſtone, which 
bore all upbraidings peaceably, I in- 
dulged the pride of ſuperiority, by run- 


ning haſtily away; when my precipitance 


occaſioned my foot to ſlip, and threw 
me (to uſe an old, but emphatic phraſe) 


2 ©. 4 verified; 
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verified; pride had @ fall: 1 felt it; 
and as I roſe from the ground, faid thus 
to myſelf: How unworthy is arro- 
gance—What right had I to taunt and 
break my pitiful jeſts upon an innocent 
pebble, ſleeping quietly in it's bed, per- 
forming it's allotted taſk in dutiful fi- 
| lence, and gradually ſpreading into 
bulk, peradventure, to mend the very 
cart-rut, over which the foot of my 
horſe, 'or the wheel of my carriage is to 


paſs more ſafely: if I were not afraid of 


being called ſuperſtitious, I ſhould think 
this ſprain of my ancle à judgment; 
Be it what it will; if it teaches me hu- 
mility, I ſhall conſider it as a very ſea- 
ſonable tumble, and ſo (here T was 
obliged to bind a handkerchief” hard 
round the part affected) as for the matter 
of a little ſmart, believe it may be 
wholeſome enough. — Saying this, I 


r the tears in my eyes, (for my 
: ancle 
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ancle was ſwelling a- pace) and west 


limping away. oth 


I mention this as a trait * cha- 
radter, and a judicious reader will in- 
deed find ſomething more truly and 6 
fentially, characteriſtic in theſe minute 
developements, than in the moſt clabo- 


rate detail of what hiſtorians very falſely 


call, marking circumſtances. I have 
often wiſhed, ſince this trifling accident, 
that I could have changed ſituations 


with the poor ſtone: if motion cannot 


produce reſt, methinks there was no; 
thing ſo extravagant in the idea: yet 
was there much- ill-nature in it; for I 
have ſeen and felt enough to deſtroy, the 
conſtitution, even of the ſtone itſelf, 
and by a change of conditions, it would, 

I am pretty certain, have had the worſt 

of the bargain. But L ſhall digreſs into 


| Foomineſs,, which, even for the chance 
ot ** read (ſhould my adyemuren 


ever 
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ever be printed) I am reſolved not to do: 
fince I am content, no man either 
looks into a book, or heass a ftory, 
without ſome notion of being enter- 
| tained; and thoſe people who think to 
raiſe pity, or attention, by expatiating 
on the ſubject of ſorrow, and ſormally 
entering into prolix accounts of cala- 
mity, will certainly miſs their aim. 
The whining beggir, who runs after 
us with a diſmal ditty, we avoid and 
deſpiſe; the writer who drefles up the 
tale of woe, in all the fable pomps of 
deſcription, and ceremonies of ſepul- 
chral ſentiment, is no leſa troubleſome 
and vapouridh, And perhaps this is the 
reaſon who fo. many fizeable volumes, 
nay. I might add, ſo many books of ſa- 
ered inſtruction, are neglected: the 
atile dulce, being conſtantly eſſential in 
eyery compoſition; not excepting thoſe; 
which, ane defigned to perſuade us 20- 

': virtue, 
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virtue, cexkert us to 'nepentance, and 


Prepare us for immortality. And for 


the truth of chis, I appeal to all the 


libraries in the kingdom: nay, I appeal N 
w every man who may hereafter take up 
theſe inemoirs; A few queſtions, eng 
anſwered, decides the point. +: 


- Notwithſtanding the real unhappy cir 


cumſtances under which this Hiſtory is 
written—notwithſtanding the ſad; ſoli- 
tary, deſerted; and even dying ſtate of the 
author; would any of theſe matters be 
attended to, would not the moſt pa- 
tient turn from his book, diſguſted with 
the calamitous narrative, were it only 
to conſiſt of melancholy ſcenes; ruefully 
related, and morals deduced from: 
thence, in the\ſoporific ſolemnity of le- 
thargic language? Ldeclare to you, my 
worthy friend, the very recital of the ; 
queſtions already operate on my nerves, - 
and the anſwer is. diſplayed in-paintingy 
my 


Tas + * * 
c 
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my retreat in more dreadful colours. 
« A browner horror breathes along the 
wood.” For my ſake, therefore, and 
for thine, O reader, I will lull thee to 
ſleep as ſeldom as poſſible; and yet take 
eſpecial care, that I may neither hurt 
thy principles, or fatigue thy ſpirits, by 
keeping thee awake to the end of—at 
leaſt of—a., chapter—where, as at an 
inn,—if thou art diſpoſed to take alittle 
refreſhing nap, fold down the page 
good temperedly ; and, (in the hope 
that thou wilt wake in the ſame humour, 
ſo that we may meet, after the enjoy- 
ment of thy panacea, upon terms of 
mutual geen) much good may it 
do thee !—— | 


CHAP. 
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ras ak it ti nt 
985i 4j0551 "I 
Though my cold confined me to the 
houſe, it did not confine me to the 
chamber: I had therefore ſufficient 
ſcope for obſervation; and that too, on 
a part of life with which I was hitherto 
vnacquainted. The incidents which are 
conſtantly happening in every family, 
are ample enough to excite infinite re- 
flection in the minds of the ſpeculative 
no wonder, therefore, that I found 
ample ſubje&s for two or three days. 
Perhaps I was rather fortunate in this 
reſpect, or the ſaid two or three days 
might teem with domeſtic adventures: 
for two very great events happened at 
Mrs.. Darlington's while I continued an 
invalid, and J ſhall relate them, as I am 
reſolved to do every thing elſe, exactly 
as they fell out at the time. 


Mr. 
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Mr. Jonathan Abrahams began to 
take a great fancy to me, which the 
ladies told me I might conſider as no 
trifling favour; aſſuring me, that he 
was by no means apt to tate likings, and 

particularly to young people, whom he 
in general treated as a pack of ſtriplings, 
who know nothing of buſineſs, and 
whom he always ſpoke of with the moſt- 
ſupercilious contempt: but it ſeems, I 
was down on the credit fide of his 
books, where, no doubt, the filver-. *© 
buckles figured reſpectably. Be that as 
it may, I was not diſpleaſed with his at- 
tention — for beſides that it gratified an 
higher paſſion, in giving me an oppor- 
tunity now and then to throw in a word 
or two, by the bye, for my friend 
Benjamin. 

It happened, that aug my veceſh 
at home, Mrs. Darlington and her 
niece were under an iudiſpenſible neceſ- 


ſity 


= =" =. 
2 
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ſity to pay a debt of viſitings.—This 


debt. had been long due, and the diſ- 


charging it poſtponed from day to day, 
in mere compliment to me, as I declined 
attending them through the ceremonies 


of introduction: but as the debt was 


due to perſons with whom the ladies 
ſtood on ſome little punctilio, the pay- 
ment could now no longer be evaded; 
without a ſlur on that politeneſs of prin- 
ciple, which genteel people conſider as 
a ſanctimonious apPenCage of dme 
Gba 

Mrs. Darlington, +a was natu- 


rally a little punctilious, and miſs had 
no objection to keep upon the ſquare 


with the acquaintances ſhe did not care 


a farthing for; ſo that to have delayed 


the thing any longer would have been 
downright ill- breeding: a reproach no 
woman of faſhion can poſſibly put up 


* as it implies ſomething vaſtly 


more 


k 
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more ſhocking: than the imputation of 
intrigue, or even of the miſtake itſelf. 
To prevent, therefore, ſo iniquitous & 
violation of the laws of high life, I ex- 
erted my utmoſt rhetoric to requeſt they 
would take the opportunity of my wiſh- 
ing to write letters, and tumble over 
books, and rub off the long ſcore 
which their acquaintances had marked 
againſt them, as could be teſtified by 
a variety of bills drawn upon the cards, 
which were laid in the windows, tucked 
in the carvings of the glaſſes, and diſ- 
played round every mantle- piece. My 
argument at length prevailed, and pre- 
tending on my part a wonderful deal of 
private buſineſs, that muſt at all events 
be done, the ladies paid a viſit, firſt to 
themſelves in their looking-glaſles;- in 
their dreſſing- rooms then to the re- 
flection of the ſame perſons, when they 
gor down ſtairs into. the parlour—be- 


cauſe ; 


ov 2 p — r l 
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cauſe it may poſſibly happen that glaſſes 
differ as well as watches; and laſtly to 


the ladies, the living ladies, who, re- 
tired within their drawing-rooms, were 
actually waiting for them. 

And here I cannot omit a word or 
two on the curious commerce betwixt 
thoſe who are diſtinguiſhed under the 
general title of the polite: at leaſt ſuck 
among them as are reſident in and about 
the courtly circle of the capital. The 
point of ceremony is critically adjuſted, 
and the gradations, from che cold ſalute 
of the perfect well · bred ſtranger, to the 
moſt familiar ardours of the animated 


| friend, are-diſcriminated with a minute- 


eſs, which; employed on ſubjects of 
equal, or even more importance might 
produce to ſociety ſomething highly 


_ edifying. © Poffibly ir may not be un- 
amuſing to throw together a' few in- 


ſtances, from the multitude I vollected, 
955 in 
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in the courſe of my obſervations: on the, 

\ cuſtoms of the polite, N 
Mr. Jonathan Abrahams himſelf ne- 
ver {truck the ballance of debtor and cre- 
ditor, or underſtood the ſecrets of the: 
per contra, more preciſely than many 
well-bred people, who nevertheleſs, hate 
mathematics, and could as eaſily ſolve 
the knottieſt problem in Euclid, as re- 
peat their table of multiplication. The 
truth is, Mr. Abrahams' book of ac- 
counts reſembles the account- books of 
the modiſh, only in two great particu- 
lars, viz. in paying and receiving; and 
in theſe reſpects, many of them are as 
exact as the good ſteward, though he 
| ſhould bring down the fraction to the 
twenty- nine-thouſandth part of a far- 
thing. Theſe are what may properly 
be called, your annual viſitors, or peo- 
ple who ſettle accounts once in the, 
year; and therein the buſineſs differs, 
widely 
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widely from the buſineſs of Mr. Abra- 
hams : for, ſhould that faithful gentle 
man happen to call on any tenant at 
quarter day, and inſtead of receiving 
his money, receive an apology or a de- 
nial, the matter would moſt likely have 
a ſerious face, and produce ſerious con- 


ſequences: but in the adjuſtment of 


theſe politer tranſactions, where the 
parties know what they are about, the 
point is ſoon reconciled : the coachman 
drives lady A to lady B's houſe; the 
footman thunders out a polite alarm at 
the door. Lady B happens unfortunate- 
ly to be from home; lady A putting her 


| head out of the ſaſh of the carriage to 
receive the meſſages, ſees, perhaps, the 


identical lady B at one of the windows; 
but as ſhe is not at home, there is no 


ſuch thing as nods or curteſies, but the 


viſit is paid, and lady A orders the ſer- 
rant to 80 as faſt as the horſes can gal- 
lop 


- 
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Jop to Mrs. C's, while lady B is eithet 
ſitting cool in her own parlour,” 'or elfe 
preparing to pay her eompliments't6 
ſome other ladies of the alphaber, - in the 
ſame manner : or, as we are told in tlie 
play, if ſhe chooſes to be politer ſtill, 
the will entertain her acquaintances at 


home, and ſend rdund her my chair, 


to entertain her acquaintances abroad. 
Upon viſitings of a nature ſome what 
leſs ceremonious, were Mrs. Darling= 
ton and her niece now gone. They ſet 
out at half an hour paſt ſeven, and as 
Alicia was ſtepping into the carriage 
{while her eyes were immediately after 
directed to the window of acertain chin. 
ber, which contained, at that time, à 
certain perſon) fe gure Wit hecch lt Ur 
her intended excurſions: We ſhall pay 
half a dozen bow do you's in Pall-Mall; 
half a ſcore 4s your lady's at home, in 
Cavendiſh-Square; two or three five. . 
Vor, II. wy minute 


—— 


— 


* 
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minute ſtops, at James, paſs half an 
hour with lady Buſtle, half. an. hour 
ith Mrs. Slimliſp, drink a. friend- 
1x: cup of. tea and coffee with my dear 
Maria, and ſo be home again by /upper. 


| I chought at leaſt ſhe would have had the 


<onſcience to - ſay, dinner to-morrow ; 
however, away they went; and Mrs. 
Darlington herſelf—good woman as ſhe 
was, —ſeemed to be no way diſpleaſed 
at the rattle and rotation of abſurdity 
The was, at ſixty years of age, about to 
perform: while, Aligia, either out of 
complaiſance to me, or for. ſome other 
"Treaſon, kept ſtill leaning out of the 
window, | and kiſſing her hand, (a cere- 
mony which I, aukwardly enough 
e rl ſhe Was N out of cr. 
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82 
* 
* 
* 
LY 
.4% 


" IB . OPINIONS. 4419 


' : % 
; *\ | | | 
ng e 2 r. I 
9 42 5 7061 * 116} " 115 19 10 1114 4. IS 


It was a Enn thing bwin 
ad yock and me, to enjoy a ſoeial 
hour the very firſt time I could ſteal, 
as he expreſſed it, from the gaiety of 
magnificent madneſs, to plain ſober 


; ccommon-ſenſe; by which” was literally 
meant no more than preferting his com- 
5 pany to that of hig miſtreſs , 

ö Sdon after the ladies were gone then, 
; Jonathan ennduſted ine into à commo- 
K dious little apartment, hich led into his 
V office, where, placing me in his on 
arm- chair, he ſnook me teſpectfully by 
1 the hand, | and welcomed: mei to his hut 
. and preſently; fir; icrirs Jonathaps well 


oracle an innocent bottle. On this he 


immediately obeyed the ſummons. Tell 


þ Mrs; Goodby, faid:the ſteward, to ſend 


2900013 L. 2 me 


rang theibell, and two or three ſervunts 


— 


wine; tilb tan the one, f ancb ſa 
. bowl:of. the ther, miglit very fairly 
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me the ſugar baſon, and lemon 


ſqueezersz Perhaps, fir, your may pre- 
fer a tiff of punch; | ſome love one 


chiog, ame anether... Rxery man in 


his humour. If; we were all go like the 
fame thing, what would become of: us; 
"whags:one-mans;medt is another man's 
Poiſons icln dhortz Mr. Abrahams ex- 
emplifted andonteoborated almoſt every 
ſentiment, hy prayerblalevidence;: and 


went on tagtovd; how natutal it was 
for: ene mew no dovelpunchsiand ſame 


have bm donfulgedz- roy of10 
1d WhathedtA brats | had really any 
favingcpaliry: in>ib3s [method . bficihrets 
Woding: fisedoverfation with hd ſdws; 
Jicannat@11.5'Dht fagaoaclaftibetame 
ufeful; m umiocłting mel oſtect hat food 
fn the corner of the rom and ar bin 
That * 4n.the-wingovodert, ht 
dcn. 84 — 
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produced from the one a cafe of bottles, 
ſuch as are frequent amongſt mariners, x; 
and from the other another bottle, 
Which he ſaid was almoſt as old as him 
ſelf. He now begged permiſſion to fili 
his pipe, which being readily granted, 
a candle, which he took from his 
beaufet, being lighted, (and afrerwards 
extinguiſhed) and every other ſaving 
ct of deliberation over, he ſhook me 
once more by the hand, as he was 
feating himſelf, and — * you 
aas ſem; 50 | 
Tou would hardly think it, i, es 
Jonathan, (fixing the pipe in his 
mouth) — yo would hardly ſuppoſe 
that I prefer this piece of a'wouſe-bole, 
as I may call it, to any room in Mrs. 
Darlington's houſe! Tun't the 5 
| -- a ching conſtitutes the ' goodne 
You, perhaps, call is a nebel. It may 
be pod what is ſweeter than the kernel? 


L 3- Very 


— 


— 
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Very true, Mr. Abrahams, anſwered 1 
Pardon me, ſir, quoth the ſteward, 
there is ſomething about you that I 
like; you may ſee my reſpect, indeed, 
by wearing your favour here he pointed 
to his ſhoes, on which were the ſilver 


buckles.—A keep-ſake, Mr. Benignus, 
is a keep-ſake, and ſhould be held 


ſacred. Memoria amicitiæ. If a man, 


was to part from any thing I gave him 


for this purpoſe, though it was but a, 


cheeſe · paring though it were but the 


bowl of this tobacco- pipe, — l ſhould 
never have any opinion of him again. 
Sir, I will wear theſe buckles till they 
are ten times thinner than a ſix pence; 
* ſo, ſir, here's my hearty ſervice to 
u. I was ſo charmed with Jona- 
e gratitude, and, expreſſions. o 
kindneſs, that my heart opened, and 
I was ſorry that I had ſo thabbily pur- 
chaſed his eſteem. A pair of ſilver, 
TO f | | of buckles, 
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buckles; ſaid 1 to myſelf, as he was 
raking off the punch, pitiful!!! 

I have often thought, reſumed” he, 
(fetting his glaſs down), of buying me 
a couple of labels to hang round the 
necks of my bottles, but I don't know 
how it is, one thing or another takes 
away one's money, and leaves nothing 
for triftes : yet ſome day I will certainly 
do it, for you muſt know I am a ſtrange 
fellow, every thing in this room, and in 

that office, is my own, and I am fuch a 
ſort of a chap, that I can't even fit down 
on another perſon's property, unleſs 1 
pay for it. That's being very conſcĩen- 
tious, indeed, ſaid I. It is fo, anſwered 
Abrahams; but you ſhall hear. I have 

been an old ſtandard in this family, and 

am beſides a piece of a relation to Mrs. 
Darlington; but I made a rule many 
years ago, upon having a legacy of 
wy _ left me per annum, that 
| L 4 how- 
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| however poor my apparel, food, or 
furniture, it ſhould be my own proper- 


ty.; Having a method of making fifty 
pounds go a good way, I came to a re- 
ſolutiom and put it into practice. Ma- 
dam, ſays 1, to Mrs. Parlington, I am. 
an odd fellow, a very odd fellow, and 
having now a little windfall come to 
we, L am reſolved to employ. it in 
providing myſelf with all neceſſaries. 
Content is as good as a feaſt. What 
do you mean Mr, Abrahams, ſays ſhe, 
why ſure you won't leave me in this 
manner: you know every thing is under 
your eye, and I ſhall be ruined without 
vou. Madam, ſays I, you miſunder- 
ſtand me. I do not intend to kick the 
ſtool from under me. Some honeſt 
gleanings of my rey ig I have. cer- 
tainly picked up under Sir Robert Dar- 
lington, and fifty pounds a year more 
comes * me by _ Put that and 

that 


— . 
+ 
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chat together, dnd I have à möfſel of 
breadd and à morſel of butter, of my 
on, the year round. Thave neverthe- 
leſs a kind love for che Darlington's— 
uͤſe is ſecond nature. What is" Jour 
drift, Jonathan, faid ſhe? "Why, ma- 
dam, anſwered I, to tell you” in few, 
the needful'at once, I will continue your 
ſteward: as” uſual; but T moſt porenafe 
che furniture of my office and my par- 
lovr,' and pay you much per anthum 
for! the houſe-rent, and after that yo 
ſhall give me Wehn Yeatly ſalaty, as 
in your own judgment appears ſuffici- 
ent, and I muſt alſo allow ſo much for 
my bord; otherwiſe be permitted to 
find my on diet. Only conſent to 


ſtay, Abrihams, cries Mrs. Darlington, 
and you thall do as you pleaſe. W ell, 
fir, the point was at laſt ſettled in this 2 
manner. I bought the things ybu ſee 
at ſecond hand. Mrs, Darlington would 
Dann L 5 take 
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take no refuſal as to the compliment of 
my. board, and ſhe was pleaſed to in- 
creaſe. my ſtipend, ſo as to make my 


Income. comfortable. One good turn 
deſerves another: I have now made 


myſelf as neceſſary to her, as her eſtate; 


indeed, I have raiſed the value of her 
+ eſtate ſome hundreds a year. fince Sir 


Robert Darlington s death; Sir Robert, 

you muſt know, was an eaſy man, and 
let his lands. always, at the ſame rent, 
ſo that his tenants got a great deal too 
fat: nay, one of them had the impu- 
denee to keep a couple of better hunt- 
ers than any, in his landlord's ſtable, 
and the daughters toſſed up their noſes 
in ſuch a ſauey manner, that they 


fainted at [the fight of a daity, and ſet 


their caps, forſpoth, at a fortune. But 
1 won brought their fine hunters to a 


oy plain honeſt Cart - horſe, made them earn 
Wb. bread like father Adam, and 


31 2 1 turned 
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turned the furbelows and flounces of 
the forward young miſſes, into their 
decent houſewifely apparel — ay, and 
put a round ſum into Mrs. Nene ee $. 
pocket into the bargain. 

This was acting the man of ſpirit; 
ſaid I, Mr. Abrahams. It was, an- 
fwered Abrahams, I believe, acting, at 
one and the ſame time the politician, 
the landlord, and the ſteward; and, be- 
tween you and I, if Sir Robert had held 
it out much longer, there's ne er a mo- 
ther's ſon, nor daughter, upon the 

grounds belonging to Darlington Lodge, 
would have been worth this (meaning 
the aſhes of his pipe, which he was 
then gently knocking againſt the bars of 
the grate) . But pray, fir, drink, I be- 
lieve you will find that, (pointing to the 
bowl), pretty tolerable ſtuff. I now. 
drank, for the firſt time; for this wor- 
"ol ſteward had ſo puzzled me by his ; 
W e enig- 
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enigmatic converfation, and ſpoke in ſo 
extraordinary a manner, that he ſaved 
his liquor by his ſingularity. He had 
now talked almoſt half an hour (for he 
was very deliberate in his articulation) 
and J could not well make either one 
thing or another of him. 

-- He was, altogetber, the oddeſt * 
— which had ever yet come within 
my knowledge. I was ſometimes apt 
to ſuppoſe, by his air of auſterity, that 
he was a much greater man 4n-point of 
diſtinction, than he pretended to be: 
but there was ſomething of - ſuperci- 
liouſneſs in his manners, which was 
ſtrangely diſguſting. I put together 
ſuch parts of his conduct as amazed 
me. The confeffion he made, of having 
lent a man money upon a diamond ring: 
his ſaluting a man with the greateſt cor- 
diality, whom in the very next moment 
* n as arrant a _ as any in the 

1 * three 
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three. kingdoms ; his never having ſet 
bis foot within a church his fiddleſtick: 
of faith; his anxioaſneſs about the loſt 
buckle his ſquabble with» the ſilver- 
ſmith his treatment of the poor female 
ſcavenger his anger at the misfortune 
of his nephew his meanneſs about the 
fare of the coachman; with ſeveral. 
other circumſtances, caught up in the 
courſe. of his laſt converſation, rendered. 
his conduct fo. truly myſtical, that. I 
could much ſooner have ſolyed any 
mathematical difficulty, than have un- 
folded the riddle chat diſguiſed the cha- 
racter of Mr. Jonathan Abrahams. 

The conundrum was ſtill made more | 
intricate, when go the ſtrange matters 
above, were added his more favour- 
able parts of behaviour: ſuch, for in- 
ſtance, as his gratitude for the trifling 
preſent of the buckles—his modeſt ſi- 
wie * the nut- ſhell, his love of ande-. 
pendence 
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pendence — his veneration for keep- 


ſakes his integrity to the widow Dar- 
lington, whoſe eſtate he had improved 
his changing running-horſes to cart- 


horſes; and his reducing the fly- away 


farmer's daughters to a proper ſenſe of 
their condition. The only probable 
way for a perſon who is in doubt whether 
to pronounce a thing good, or bad, an 
equal mixture of both, or neither ab- 


 ſolutely one or the other, is to follow 


the example of every honeſt trader, and, 
holding the ſcales with an even hand, 
fairly weigh one property againſt ano- 
ther. And this cuſtom, however ſimple, 


would, if practiſed in the world, ſave, 


I conceive, much ſcurgility and miſtake; 
for many characters, at firſt ſight, ſeem- 
ing to want weight, are, upon trial, 


found no way deficient; and it may poſ- + 


ſibly happen, that the - ſcale of indiſ- 


| ce heavy as 1. may look, will 
3 | nick” 
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kick the beam, while the ſcale of vir-- 
tues, ſuppoſed wanting, ſhall 970 on 
nourably preponderate. 

As Mr. Abrahams was ue out 
upon ſome occaſion or another, juſt as 
he had brought his diſcourſe and pipe 
to a concluſion,, I had leiſure to weigh 
him as I thought proper; and, there 
fore fairly placing what made for him 
on the one hand, with what made againſt 
him on the other, the equipoiſe was 
very decently maintained: the wrong 


ſcale trembled, | indeed, ſomewhat at 


firſt towards the center, but, in the end, 
by making all poſſible grains of allow- 
ance, he appeared at leaſt to be a mighty 
good meaning ſort of a prudent, pains- 
taking man: his errors, chiefly thoſe of 
affectation and habit, and his virtues 
highly ſuitable to the ſteward of a rich 
widow, who was too much a woman of 
faſhion: to look into her own affairs. 

3h As 
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As ſoon therefore,; as I took Mr. Jo- 
nathan out of the ſcales, I made a me- 
morandum of the labels A u; 


v pee his 2115404 


—_— ? 8 re: 
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Het avi 144 9}; a5 Daft 4 6s 
Jonathan now returned in more buſtle 
than uſual, followed by a perſon, to 


| ſpoke as follows: Ay, ay, Nabal; too 


* 


many eggs in one baſket; the more 
haſte, the worſe ſpeed too much of 


one thing is good for nothing: lente f. 


tina: he ſtumbles that goes faſt; and 


ſo there's two hundred and fifty gone at 


a ſlap, again: Well, well, Nabal, never 


perriwig by the foretop, while the pow - 


der flew about the room, and beſpread 
che face of: Nabal, ho ſtill maintained 
LA | | his- | 


mind that; we can but be ruined, we 
can but be ruined. Here he ſhook his 
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his. . ſtation behind, notwithſtanding 
Jonathan's attempt to face ham. — A 
damned ſpraſh, indeed, cries Nabal, 
wiping his face, but the man is gone 
the world over. Run away too, che 

raſcal, hey? anſwered Jonathan. To 
the devil, ſaid Nabal. What's the 
matter, gentlemen, ſaid I, I hope no 
misfortune? Sir, replied Abrahams, I 
have loſt two hundred and fifty pounds 
for doing a generous action. That's 
hard, indeed, ſaid I: And what's worſe, 
cries the ſteward, it was done with ano- 
ther man's.- money. Poor Benjamin 8 
whole fortune, J can aſſure you: well, 
Nabal, we muſt make the beſt of it. 
Run your eye over the Daily, and the 
Gazetteer, and call again in the morn- 
ing. Nabal nodded his head, and diſ- 
appeared, while Abrahams fat down i in. 
his. chair, begged my pardon for the 
diſorder into which this unlucky ſtroke: 
bis) had 
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had thrown him; and muttered, between 


his teeth, the words, villain, caitiff, and 
ſcoundrel, with great fervour. | 


I preſſed to know oY cauſe 0 this 
| calamity. 


Sir, ſaid the Oey Aeg me 1 
ahi hand, I wiſh, with all my ſoul, that 
my heart was made of adamant. . I wiſh 
I had no more commiſeration than this 
poker. A raſcal came to me, ſome 


time ago, with a pitiful face, whom I 
knew from a baby, and thought, Gd 
help me, as honeſt as myſelf; he would 
have ſhut up ſhop—a ſugar- baker, fir, 


—in four hours, if 7 had not kept him 
going. Well, fir, he wanted two hun- 
dred and fifty pieces I had no money 
at _— having juſt then made a pur- 
chaſe. Mrs. Darlington was pretty 
deep in the repair-way, and I could not 
command a ſhilling,” without breach of 


truſt.” What was to be done.—Oliver, 
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ſaid 1 to the man, you muſt een ure 
a break of it: but he threw his tears 
upon me, knowing what a fool of a. 
heart I had; and indeed melted me down 
to ſuch an ignoramus, that I touched 
upon poor Ben's property, which was 
left him laſt year by his god-father, and 
put the boy's whole fortune into the 

hands of this Oliver, who gave me, as 
1 hoped to be ſaved, nothing but a 
couple of crazy buildings, in the worſt 
part of the city, and his bond for ſe- 
curity. The cottages may tumble 
down, or be burnt up to-night, and 
he may die to-morrow; then what's 
his bond good for? But now behold 
you, the villain has ſhipped himſelf off 
for the Devil's Arſe/a Peak, the Lord 
of Heaven knows where, and I may 
go whiſtle for my money. But the 
longer a man lives, the more he knows: 
if I was to live to the age of Methu-. 
ſalem, 
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falem, I'd never do another friendly 
thing to man, woman, or child. He 
has cured me of that. Tou may de- 
ceive à man onbe, and it's ndt his 
fault. Deceive him again, and he ought = 
to be crucified. A burnt child dreads 
the fire. For Oliver's fake I' forfwear 
friendſhip: I will, I willy Iwill! 
In uttering this harangue, Jonathan 
heated as he went; and, like a wheel 
in violent motion, became at luſt ſo in- 
tenſely hot, that at the cloſe of the 
fpeech he actually fired; and while he 
emphatically repeated the words; I Will! 
chere was as much horror in his look, 
fury in his eyes, blood in his face, and 
froth at his mouth, as ever exhibited 
themſelves in the eountenance of a dog, 
in the arid month of July, expiring 
under the agonies of canine diſtraction. 
1 exhorted him to be pacified, and bade 
— exert his fortitude. A fig for for- 
tal | titude, 
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titude, ſir. Pi burn his buildings, 
ande throw his bond into the middle of 
thelblaze, and if the hand which ſigned 
it was there into the bargain, I would 
not pull it out with a pair of-tongs. I 
hot the money, but the man, Sir, I 
would have ned my ſalvation un this 
follows honeſty. I domt thihk he ever 
behaved like a ſcoundrel before. Then 
furely; Mr. Abrahams, ſaid I, he de- 
ſerves ae deſerves a halter, re: 
plied the ſtrwardo . Tut, tut, never tell 
meu onct à ſtbundrel] and always a 
Abrahams, ſaid I, once an honeſt man 
and always an honeſt man. No ſuch 
thingo exclammed I nathan, almoſt des 
liftous, and quite hoarſe a · no ſuck thing: 
L have knows a fellow pay;away:mohey 
one day, and ſteal it gnother, . Sir, 
Fan ren 122 
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an old fool of ſixty-eight, who! has 
given away my poor dear Ben's property 
to a raſcau my poor Ben, whom. love 
better than my eyes! Upon this the 
tears came actually into the old man's 
eyes, while ſympathy brought drops of 
the ſame ſort into mine; by way, 1 
ſuppoſe; of keeping him company] and 
I was at loſs whether ao PINE: or 
ſom” 1 Deen 

I was juſt going to mew famaing, 
00 my too tender heart, when 
a gentle tap at the door prevented me. 
Jonathan ſternly bid the perſon come 
in; and Benjamin himſelf, as" pale 28 
his ſhirt, made his appearance. The 
poor lad, knowing the infirmity of his 
uncle, and hearing his voice violentliy 
exerted, (as his chamber vas immedi- 
ately over the office),: came limping 
down ſtairs, (as the kick he received in 
the knee, from the chandler, was (till 


4 4+ retard- 
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retarding his recovery), and was in 
hopes of adminiſtering ſome aſſiſtance 
to the ſteward. As ſoon, therefore, as 
he entered, he forgot his lameneſs, and 
ran to beg his uncle, for God's ſake, 
not to bring the gout into his ſtomach, 
which he knew muſt be the caſe, if he 
continued to give way to paſſion, bid 
ding him remember how bad he was 
laſt winter was twelvemonth, and ſaid 
he had rather die himſelf, than bury his 
dear, dear uncle, that brought him up, 
gave him ſchooling, paid for the very 
ſhirt he had upon his back, and had 
moreover put out his little fortune, 

which was to ſet him up by and * 
the beſt advantage. 

The former part of this affeckonste 
ſpeech, ſoftened the rugged natute, and 
ſettled the rigid muſcles of this ftrange 
compound, and operated like a charm; 
duch and o rapid are * tranſitions, 
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and fo inſtantly do different paſſions 
take poſſeſſion of us: but at the con- 
cluſion, when Benjamin. mentioned the 
ircumſtance of his -unele's great good- 
neſs, in placing out his legacy to the 
Veſt advantage, he vas ſo ſmote by the 
ſacket and pitter ſatire of ſuch unde- 
ern ſerved, praiſe, that he poſiti vely ſeized 
r 
himfelt, and gave his forehead · two or 
chree hearty: ſlaps, as much as to ſignify 
chat he Was ſtriking a numſkull: then 
ſoltening again, he threw his arms over 
Benjanzin's neck, and thus they re- 
anained for. ſeveral} minutes, clinging 
dogether. A firpke of nature, and the 


19 pathetic, has more charms ſor me, chan 


che gold of Ophir. fo. rio d 

-cel, I ene before me could be painted 
only by: che, power that can ſilenet the 
roaring of the ſea, and ſubdue the fero- 


ci ol che mme lover 
of 


ia 
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melting into the tender charities of the 
relation. I yielded to the occaſion, and 
(however indiſcreet) indulged my tem- 
per. The inſtruments of writing were 
in the room, and, while the uncle and 
nephew were locked in embraces, I 
wrote a few words upon a lip of paper, 
laid it upon the table, and hurried out 
of the apartment.—I had juſt got into 
the ſitting room, when a knocking at 
the ſtreet-door announced che r. return of 
m couſins. | 17212 
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Readers there are, I know, of fo cri- 
tical and inquiſitive a temper, that every 
point mult be cleared up as they go on, 
or elſe the poor author is directly aG- 
cuſed of inconliſtency. , As it is m 1 
Vox, II. = hearty ; 


So 
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hearty wiſh, ſhould I come 1nto print, 
to ſatisfy all peruſers and purchaſers, 
of whatſoever denomination, I ſhall now = 
wiſe fit a little hard upon a critical 
 ftomacks And firſt, , 
of time and place. | 
It may ſeem a little odd, that Mr. 
Benjamin Hould have ſo ruftic an ait 
about him, ſeeing that he was reſident 
ip a very faſhionable family, attended 
his ladies in St. James's Park, and had 
the pattern of ſo London-looking a 
character as Mr. Abrahams before him. 
Be it known, therefore, that, till within 
theſe few months, Benjamin lived as a 
ſort of upper ſervant at the country ſeat, 
which bore the name of Darlington 
Lodge, where this young lad was in- 
Aructed in the office of ſurveying, by a 
country ſchool-maſter ; who, with the 


elan Two or dee farmers, the 
landlord 
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landlord: of the Three Blue Bells, and 
the reſt of Mrs. Darlington's domeſtics, | 
with a few cottagers, made the inhabi- _ 
tavts of the whole village; and he was 
now in town, at the earneſt deſire of 

Mrs. Darlington herfelf 
Whether this deſire proceeded 4 
nally and entirely fromher, is a point 
no way incumbent upon me to meddle 
with at preſent. Certain, however, it 
is, that the youth himſelf had no ſort of 
objection to it; for Mr. Chriſtopher 
Dennis, (the father of his friend Nancy), 
formerly lived and manufactured the 
mild ale at the Three Blue Bells afore- 
faid.; but, on a recommendation from 
the *ſquire of the next village, he was 
no promoted to manufacture malt and 
hops, at a capital brewery in the Bo- 
rough of London, and there, (as the 
_ bas ſeen), reſided with him 
M 2 Nancy 
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. EA the ny we N gen- 
1 beiti Rr! 
Now, e ey think; 425 the pride 
of the ſteward” would have prevented 
kim from ſuffering his nephew to re- 
main as a ſervant,” though a favourite 
ſervant: ſome may be ſurpriſed, that 
Mrs. Darlington did not difcover the 
affection of her niece for this young 
fellow, through all the affectation of 
diſguiſes; while others may expreſs 
their wonder, that, after having made 
ſo many wife reſolutions, I ſhould do ſo 
raſb an action as that mentioned in the 
cloſe of the laſt chapter; for I will not 
attribute to any of my readers ſo little 
ſagacity, as not to ſuppoſe they all un- 
derſtand, that, upon the ſlip of paper 
left upon the ſteward 's table was written 
draught upon my agent (with whom 
l render * — ſtormy acquainted) 


Ves 8 for 
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for the n of two bundred: and "wy 
] ee * 

No to defend either this point or 
any others, ſo as to labour at explaining 
atoay their blame or errour, I never 


ſhall pretend. This Hiſtory is not de- 
ſigned to be the ſtage for thoſe imaginary 
gods and goddeſſes tomct on, who never 
ſaid or did an ill thing; but the mat- 
ters herein related, are neither more, or 
leſs, than ſome ſcenes, repreſenting and 
. dehneating mere human life, where cha- 
racters and actions are diſplayed with all 
their beauties and blemiſhes, as blended 
in the | conſtitution by nature; and 
brought out by occafion. As far, there- 
fore, as it is neceſſary for me to clear 
up circumſtances, which have reference 
to the rules of compoſition, ſo ſar will 
I ſtudy to eaſe the mind of the reader, 
but no farther. Should he, therefore, 

ſay to himſelf, this'is ſtrange, that is 


M 3 odd, 
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odd, this is fooliſh, arid that's abſurd ; 
I can only anſwer, once for all, that I 
any” nevertheleſs an impartial biogra- 
-pher; and it would be very hard if it 
were expected 1 ſhould not only deſcribe 
. ſtrangeneſs and oddity, folly and abſur- 
dity, but anſwer for it too. No, my 
dear reader, this burden I totally ſhift 
from my ſhoulders. I tell you faith- 
- fully what has happened, and diſcover 
to you not only incidents but the per- 
ſons of the drama: be it thy buſineſs to 
| - account for, — 
0 condemn. 
Indeed, I ſhall not, 1 * buy ado 
| ea; 
and, notwithſtanding all which has been 
| done, many will call me afoot, many 
a mann, and more will wonder I am 
not now dying, rather in a ditch, than 


ma foreſt,, Poſſibly, however, ſome 
may pity, — ſome way weep: there 


7 1 
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are, it is preſumed, certain paſſages in 


theſe adventures, levelled particularly 
at people of feeling. Such characters 
will haply beftow ſome tears to my 
misfortunes, and if they do, let them 
not haſtily wipe them from the cheek, 
becauſe they can never look un- 
graceful. uf 

Thus much then has been ſaid, hin 
the reader may not expect more than is 
intended; and now, having entered a 
caveat. againit all iſapprebenſons, and 
written a chapter, for this explanatory 
purpoſe, I cordially invite the readers 
company and attention again, to what 
I ſhall, without any farther ceremony, 
ſet before him.— 
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CHAP. LVL. 


| Alicia ah hold of my hand, like a 
I-natured, lively cozen, at her re- 
turn, and; after ſhe had aſked how the 
Poor fellow's knee above ſtairs did, told 
me, that ſhe had found out a compa- 
nion for me, and that he would break- 
faſt with me in the morning. She then 
was about to withdraw to her dreſſing- 
room, to pull off her finery, and enjoy 
the comforts of an undreſs; comforts 
which are none of the leaſt, for ſurely 
nothing can be more diſagreeable than 
Fs to ſit in one's own houle, (after the 
ſatigues of viſiting), under a: load of 
nouſenſical ornaments, and ſuperfluous 
decoration ; with - hoops ſpreading out 
their formidable immenſity, filks en- 
dangering of a ſoil, pendents dangling 
at the ear, and ruffles bandaging up the 
elbow. 
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elbow. ''To lay aſide theſe, therefore, 
till fancy ſummoned them again from 
the drawer, Alicia had now opened the 
parlour-door ; from which ſhe beheld 
ſomething that changed her whole beha- 
viour in a moment; and (though ſne 
was humming an Italian air the moment 
before), utterly altered her tune. This 
fomething, was Mr. Benjamin, who was 
then hopping acroſs the room into 
which the parlour- door opened, under 
dis cruteh, in his way from his ancle's 
office to his chamber: ſor the poor 
lad's knee was was ſtill very painful, 
and the apothecary ſtrongly enjoined 
reſt, to prevent, as he ſaid, an impoſt- 
humation, and all vicious nn: to 
humours. 

The handle of the door was für! in 
Alicia's hand, and being rather looſe, it 
rattled as ſhe. trembled. I was cloſe to 
How on the other ſide; but yet no arti- 

M 5 ice 
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fice could poſſibly conceal her agitation : 
Benjamin bowed, as well as his lame- 
neſs permitted him, and paſſed on. 
Luckily, however, for the lady, Mrs. 
Darlington went immediately from her 
carriage to her dreſſing- room, where 
ſhe ſtill remained. When ſhe had ſome- 
what colle&ed herſelf, ſhe looked me 
full in the face, without ſpeaking a 
word, then lifting up her hands and 
eyes, ſhe cried out, Oh God! Oh 
God] What a fool I am, and how ridi- 
culous do 1 make myſelf : then hurry- 
ing away, ſhe hid her face, and tottered 
vp into her chamber. 

The paſſion of Alicia had now fairly 
conſpired with opportunity to betray 
her, and the exact ſituation of her 
mind became too palpable to be 
miſtaken: nor was it poſſible to know 
the temper, without pitying the paſ- 
den; for * a We very ambi- 


tious 


— 
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tious diſpoſition, had the loftieſt notions 
of rank, and heartily hated here 
ſelf for entertaining any tender femti- 
ments towards * ſo much ber 
neath her. 
Such, indeed, 32 coun. 
dence, that though, (vulgarly ſpeak» 
ing), ſhe doated on Benjamin to dif- 
traction, that very Benjamin never 
once ſuſpected it. And, contrary to 
the general cuſtom of young ladies in 
love, ſhe had no confidante, or ſecret- 
keeper, of her own ſex—in the houſe [ 
mean — to whom the” en * 
flame. 


« She never told her love, | 7} 
But let concealment, like a worm o th bud, 
Feed on her damaſk cheek. ad | 


To this guarded conduct, NO 
Tt was, that Mrs. Darlington herſelf did 
not nin the attachment; or if ſhe 

M 6 did 
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did ſuſpect it; the poſſibly truſted to her 
niece's ſuperior ideas, and love of ſplen- 
dour, which the imagined would fave 
her rom any indiſcretion. There is, 
bowever, no oppoſing this ſtrange paſ- 
ion, againſt another. The war is un- 
_ "equal, and if jncgltacy: and entangle- 
ment takes place among the troops of 
dove, the enemy is generally worſted ; 


tender tyrant takes the field. It plainly 
appeared from this, and many other 
inſtances, that Alicia was reſolved either 
40 die or conquer: but alas! with all 
her vivacity, pride, diſdain, and haughty 


ſtanccs took place, ſoon after this, 
which tumbled her ſpirit, and redibed 
the ſultaneſs to the ſlave. But for a re- 
capitulation of theſe matters, intereſting 


2s they are, the reader muſt have philo- 


r enough to *. or elſe ſkip auer 
Hit: | ſame 


* 


ambition itſelf is put to flight, and the 


determinations, ſome deciſive circum- 
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Sine pages, which, it is hoped, are 
not unworthy his perofal, 
I FI muſt not omit here, to mention a 
piece of literary policy, in not prefixing 
to each of my chapters a correct 
abridgment of the matter therein con- 
tained, in imiration of ſeveral great 
writers: for, beſides that I take this 
ſort of anticipation: to be the way to 
foreſtal the market, it leaves little for 
the reader on which to exerciſe his ima- 
gination: the charm of ſurprize is to- 
rally taken off: he knows, in five lines, 
what is to be talked over again in as 
many leaves, and it would be his 
cheapeſt way to buy only the table of 
contents, which is at leaſt the cream of 
the jeſt, and the mere milk may 80 to 
the cat, if it will. 
Alicia was one ay ating * nb 
romance, to a circle of ladies, who were 
working round the fire at their needles: 
r the 
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the author informed them only that he 
begun with chapter the firſt, and cour- 
teouſly deſired they would courteouſly 
one of the ladies, what a provoking 
man chis is, we muſt go quite through 
the book, without knowing what it is 
upon. In the middle of the firſt vo- 
lume, the heroine (as is uſual) was 
„ and (as is uſual) unhappily, 
1 love. Read away, my dear Alicia, 
. cfics a ſprightly laſs, I wonder to my 
ſoul wha?'s next. A few chapters more 
threw the heroine into ſuch a critical 
fituation, that the fair reader and her 
audience quite raved with impatience. 
One of them caught the book, and be- 
gan to read at the laſt chapter of the 
firſt volume; another wanted much to 
e how it ended. This, however, would 
not do, they found the author talking 
of * a different Subject, and were 
vezed 


PRE. (2, (ED (az to wit * 
while they were waſting time in turning 
over the pages to no purpoſe, they 
might have come to the criſis of the 
: ſtory they were upon, and got half way 
into another. This reflection gaye them 
freſh ſpirits, Alicia began where the 
left off: the hiſtory improved in its pro- 
greſs, ſometimes they left working to 
laugh, and ſometimes to cry ; and when 
they arrived at the laſt chapter, like a 
man who had taken a delightful but too 
ſhort a ride, thro' a pleaſant and vari- 


odus country, they lamented that it was 


done, and could wiſh to go over the 
ground again, 

For theſe reaſons have I avoided * 
bill of fare, which ſpecifies every diſh, 
I wilt make the banquet as pleaſant as 
poſſible, but the reader muſt not ſpoil 
his dinner. by a taſte: before it is ready, 
but eat a hearty meal, and take a ſlice 


of 
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of every thing at table; whick' I hope 


| be may be able to do without palling 
his appetite. Let Alicia and her paf? 


ſion, therefore, amuſe themſelves toge= 
ther, till it is proper to bring them 


again upon the ſcene: at preſent they 


make their exit, to introduce, what 
is aun welcome, a new germ 
jc "TIC: ; 2 64S 
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We were daes Rand at e breakfaſt, 
when the footman brought i in the name 
of Mr. Draper, and in five ſeconds af- 
er Mr. Draper made his appear- 
ance: and as mirth-inſpiring a perſon 
he had as ever was exhibited. He lgoked: 
About thirty, his features were conſtantly 
on the ſmile; he was inclined to no 


"a & 


more than an agreeable ' corpulency; 
—_— were briſk-and blue; his com- 
9 4 | | plexion 
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plexion fair, almoſt to freckles and effe- 
minacy, and his forehead without a 
wrinkle: indeed there was no ſymptom 
either of care or caution, ſorrow or ſuf- 
fering, about his character. The eafi- 
neſs of his manner, however, the viva- 
city of his remark, and the complacence 
of his whole carriage, were ſo extremely 
adapted to the moments which are de- 
voted to china and chatter, that he was 
ſurely born to be a neceſſary appendage 
to the tea-table—a cup of him once a 
day, might be pleaſing enough, but, 1 
fuppoſed, that if he was to be taken for 
a conſtanc), he would have a tendency 
(like the tea itſelf) to create the ſpleen, 
demoliſh the nerves, and promote the 
vapours. He was, in ſhort, all laugh 
loll, and liberty, and I ſet him down, 
before he laid his ſpoon acrols the cup, 
| as a mere petit-maitre ; in which con- 
cluſion, I was full as near the truth, as 


people 


a 


— 
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people generally are, who, led away * 
the glance, are too giddy, or too proud, 
Perhaps, there are a great many caſes 
where it is quite vrong to believe ones 
ee ces; at leaſt, he who ſuppoſes he 
can derelope the human character, at a 
_ fingle- virw, will have manyalmortify- 
| ing iuſtanct to queſtion his ſagacity, 
und often commit blunders, beneath 
Draper was more agreeable than the 
Fugar, and there was really fo much 
vream in his converſation, that our 
morning's repaſt, was unuſudlly ſocial : 
even Alicia, ſgemed for a while to forget 
her Benjamin; Mrs. Darlington ſmiled 
Aut as much as ſhe could hear; und I, 
perfectly charmed into filence, conſi- 
N, Draper, as the moſt enter- 


dered 


en young! man in * whole world. 
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Les, ſaid I to myſelf; ſoftly, this is the 
very acquaintance I wanted; what a 
-fortanate introduction How eaſy he 
-fits in his chair } what breeding in his 
-ſtep, what polite pliability in his bow! 
hat a flow of words! and What 
pleaſantry in his (ideas! I ſuppoſe now 
age; but J am afraid I make but a of 
ſort of figure beſide him : ſome how, or 
another, my hands, are in my way, I 
ſtcaree knom what to do with my legs ; 

I can't conceive how I got this: naſty 
trick of playing with my buttons; and 
What the deuce can make me feel eaſier 
- alone, or with Benjamin, than with ſuch 
x genteel circle as this before me l—yet 

hy dol indulge theſe thoughts ? Rome 
was not built in a day; and I dare ſay, 
it takes ſome time to make a mah a gen- 
2 the hour may yet come, when 
N 4 A I may 
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JI may be as eaſy and affable as Mr. 
Draper. Du 1 ite Nr 
Mr. Draper was entering into a ſpi- 

rited burleſque on the inſipidity of vi- 
| ſiting parties, and playing with his 
watch chain with as much careleſſneſs as 

if he had got the whole converſation by 
rote, while: I entered into this ſoliloquy, 
during which I fixed my eyes directly 
on the tea- board, this fit of cogitation 

! was ſoon invaded, by a ſmart tap on the 

ſhoulder from Mr. Draper, who putting 

up my reflections to auction, became 

zhimſelf the firſt bidder, and offered a 

penny for my tbougbhits. Then came on 
the ſubject of my dreſs, (which, by the 
bye I had not altered), but Draper ſaid, 
he would walk with me to his taylor, in 
the courſe of the excurſign be had in 
ſtore for me; not, cries he, that I would 
have. yan ſuppaſe 1 am bigotted to frip- 
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pery, even though you now ſee me ſo 
Arzrb; but the ridicule of fools, is 
ten times keener than the cut of a razor; 
i cuſtom bids 4 man be a monkey, 
de muſt een adopt the character; fir; 
and I would either dreſs or frip, rather 
than be the topic of a moment's titter, 
to any man breathing. To laugh is ex- 
quiſite, but to be the /ubjeZ of laughter, 
is to me the agony of the damned. For 
theſe ceaſons, my dear lad, adopt the 
abſurdity of the times, though it ſhould 
command you to wear a doublet of 
gauze in the winter, and a jerkin of 
flannel in the dog- days. What ſay you, 
Benignus, ſhall we move? tis too early 
for the ladies, and we may enjoy many 
a delicious joke as we go on. 

As my cold was much mended, and 
I admired Mr. Draper, even more than 
ſugar- candy; and as I had beſides an 
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